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Summary 


EDUCATIONAL  NUMBER. 


The  Educational  Number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
will  be  published  on  September  5.  Ic  will  contain  full  in- 
formation in  reference  to  the  courses  of  instruction  for 
qualification  in  pharmacy,  [medicine,  dentistry,  veterinary 
surgery,  &c.  This  is  a  compilation  which  is  referred  to  all 
through  the  year.  Secretaries  of  schools  are  requested  to 
send  prospectuses,  &c,  to  the  Editor  as  early  as  possible. 
Advertisements  of  schools,  books,  and  scientific  apparatus 
should  be  arranged  for  with  the  Publisher. 


"VETERINARY  COUNTER^  PRACTICE." 


We  have  recently  published  a  new  edition  of  thi3  work.  It 
has  been  thoroughly  revised,  enlarged  in  some  chapters,  and 
more  than  a  hundred  new  prescriptions  included  in  it.  The 
price  remains  the  same — 3s.  6d.,  or  by  post  3s.  9d.  It  can 
be  obtained  from  the  leading  wholesale  and  sundries  houses 
at  the  published  price. 


Li  Fung  Chang  and  his  doctor  are  the  subject  of  notes 
on  p.  310. 

A  number  of  useful  formulas  ami  hints  are  given  in  four 
correspondence  pages  beginning  p.  327. 

A  Bradford  chemist,  who  was  troubled  with  insomnia, 
has  died  from  an  overdose  of  chloral  (p.  302). 

An  interesting  legal  point  in  reference  to  the  alkali 
companies'  combination  is  reported  on  p.  302. 

There  have  been  five  suicides  with  carbolic  acid  at 
Birkenhead  within  the  past  fortnight  (p.  304). 

A  Mabgate  surgeon  has  devised  a  telephone  for  making 
the  deaf  hear,  and  it  seems  to  be  a  success  (p.  317). 

The  pharmaceutical  contributions  to  the  Rouen  Exhi- 
bition are  described  by  our  Paris  correspondent  (p.  305). 

Attention  is  called  in  a  note  on  p.  318  to  the  rapidity 
with  which  aluminium  corrodes  in  certain  circumstances. 

Recent  advances  in  the  price  of  sulphur  and  the  prospects 
of  the  "  corner  "  in  that  article  are  the  subject  of  a  note  on 
p.  313. 

Mr.  Eyles,  of  Weymouth,  sends  us  a  sketch  and  descrip- 
tion of  a  curious  tinc.ure-press  which  is  used  in  his  pharmacy 
(p.  326). 

An  unusually  large  number  of  young  men  have  passed 
examinations  for  the  associateship  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  (p.  302). 

Australasian  pharmaceutical  affairs  are  summarised  on 
p.  306.  They  include  the  revision  of  the  poisons  schedule 
in  New  South  Wales. 

British  Consuls  report  a  large  increase  in  the  output  of 
Chinese  opium,  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  imports  of 
the  Indian  drog  (p.  315). 

We  are  ab'e  to  make  the  important  announcement  that 
the  cffijial  report  of  the  Jubilee  of  the  Chemical  Society, 
held  in  1891,  has  jutt  been  published  (p.  315). 

An  interesting  communication  appears  on  p.  326  from 
Blantyi  e,  British  Central  Africa.  The  writer  rather  naively 
remarks  there  is  no  qualified  pharmacist  there. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Ashton  contributes  a  further  note  on  the 
identity  of  the  harebell,  which  he  maintains  is  the  Campanula 
Totundifolia,  not  the  hyacinthus  nonscriptus  (p.  325). 

A  chemist's  assistant,  unqualified,  who  sold  Powell's 
bal?am  at  Ches'er-le-3treet,  is  ordered  to  pay  51.  and  costs 
for  this  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  (p.  308). 

An  address,  expressing  the  high  appreciation  of  Bristol 
pharmacies  for  his  services  during  the  past  twenty-five 
years,  was  presented  to  Mr.  G.  F.  Schacht  on  Wednesday 
(p.  303). 

The  Irish  Local  Government  Board  having  obtaiaed 
evidence  regarding  the  Birr  Union  drug- contract,  which  was 
eiven  to  a  local  firm  whose  prices  were  highest,  have  told 
the  Gaardians  to  terminate  it  (p.  304). 

A  suggestion  appears  in  our  Correspondence  columns, 
and  is  supported  editorially,  that  a  subscrip  ion  should  be 
raised  to  contest  in  the  High  Court  magisterial  decisions 
under  the  Dentists  Act  (pp.  313  and  325). 

The  discussion  of  the  cutting  questicn  goes  merrily 
forward.  The  agent  of  the  Carter  Medicine  Company  writes 
again,  the  proprietors  of  Scott's  pills  reply  to  Mr.  Boot,  and 
half  a  score  of  chemists  contribute  their  views.  Most  of 
these  manifest  a  considerable  lack  of  that  moral  sense  which 
the  agent  for  the  Carter  Medicine  Company  would  so  g'adly 
promote  (p.  323). 

In  a  Pharmacy  Act  case  at  Sheffield  a  firm  of  grocers  were 
sued  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  two  penalties  for 
keeping  open  shop  for  selling  poisons.  Judge  Waddy  found 
it  difficult  to  understand  why  they  went  for  two  penalties 
and  gave  judgment  in  their  favour  "  with  great  sorrow  and 
regret"  The  question  of  costs  was  held  over  till  after  the 
next  meetirg  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  see  if  they 
wculd  waive  their  claim  for  costs  (p.  308). 
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Institute  cf  Chemistry. 

The  results  of  the  July  examinations  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  Chemistry  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  as 
follows: — Candidates  who  passed  the  Practical  Exami- 
nation for  the  Associateship  Meredith  W.  Blyth,  Cam- 
bridge University;  James  W.  Donald,  Glasgow  and  West 
of  Scotland  Technical  College;  George  C.  Fry,  Yorkshire 
College,  Leeds;  William  M.  Hooton,  University  College, 
Liverpool;  Alexander  H.  M.  Muter,  King's  College, 
London ;  Ernest  L.  Peck,  University  College,  Liverpool ; 
Robert  H.  Turnbull,  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
Technical  College ;  Harry  M.  Smith  (for  Fellowship),  Uni- 
versity Colleges  of  Bristol  and  Cardiff;  James  R.  Swan, 
Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Technical  College.  Inter- 
mediate Examination. — Frank  Collingridge,  University  Col- 
lege, London ;  John  Imrie,  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
Technical  College;  Albert  E.  Parkes,  Mason  College,  Bir- 
mingham. Final  Examination  for  the  Associateship  (in 
Branch  A.,  Mineral  Analysis). — William  A.  Caspari,  Univer- 
sity College,  Liverpool;  Charles  E.  Harrison,  Cambridge 
University;  William  Trantom,  University  College,  Liverpool. 
In  Brarjch  D.,  Organic  Analysis — Chailes  Mills,  Associate 
of  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute.  Ia  Branch  E., 
Analysis  of  Water,  Food,  and  Drugs. — Percy  G.  Jackson, 
University  College,  Nottingham.  Special  Examination  in 
General  Agricultural  Chemistry  (fcr  Fellowship).— Vincent 
Edwards,  chemist  to  the  Lawes  Chemical  Manure  Company. 

The  Grocer  and  the  Neuralgic-cure. 

John  Palmer,  grocer  and  oil-merchant,  of  Grays  (Essex), 
told  the  Registrar  of  the  Rochester  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
August  11  that  bis  insolvency  was  due  to  losses  in  con- 
nection with  a  medicine  he  invented  called  "  The  Speedy 
Neuralgic-care."  This,  he  said,  like  many  other  good  things, 
was  not  taken  up  because  there  was  not  sufficient  capital  to 
get  it  before  the  public.  The  Registrar  :  Medicine  requires 
a  good  deal  of  advertising,  doesn't  it  1  Debtor :  Yes,  sir ; 
it  doesn't  depend  upon  the  thing  itself.  Debtor  further 
explained  that  he  did  not  take  out  a  patent  because,  if  he 
had,  anybody  could  have  gone  to  Somerset  House  and  got 
the  recipe  for  Is.  He  simply  registered  the  trade-mark. 
Debtor  was  allowed  to  pass. 

Killed  by  Infants'  Food. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Newhaven  on  August  14  respecting 
the  death  of  a  child  named  Ashdown,  aged  2  months  and 
3  weeks.  The  mother  stated  that  three  days  before  its 
death  the  child  weaned  itself,  seeming  to  prefer  the  bottle. 
Deceased  was  fed  on  patent  food  and  milk  and  water,  and 
vsad  to  "  throw  up  "  its  food  once  or  twice  a  day.  Dr.  A.  G. 
Mossop  stated  that  death  was  due  to  convulsions,  arising 
from  improper  feeding.  The  child  had  had  more  patent 
food  than  it  could  digest.  Milk  and  water  would  have  been 
the  proper  diet  for  the  child.  The  Coroner  told  the  mother 
she  had  killed  the  child  by  kindness.  A  verdict  in  accord- 
ance with  the  medical  testimony  was  returned  by  the  jury. 

The  Sale  of  Oxalic  Acid. 

On  August  14,  at  the  Battersea  Coroner's  Court,  before 
Mr.  W.  Schroder,  Deputy-Coroner,  the  circumstances  attend- 
iDg  the  death  of  Wm.  Henry  Glasby,  aged  65,  were  iavesti- 
ga  ed.  He  had  been  drinking  heavily  for  some  little  time 
before  his  death,  which  resulted  from  takiog  oxalic  acid. 
Mr.  Cress  well,  assistant  to  a  chemist  in  the  Batten  ea  Park 
Raid,  said  he  knew  deceased.  Oa  the  Thursday  evening  he 
came  to  the  shop  and  a?ked  for  a  pennyworth  of  oxalic  acid. 


Witness  inquired  what  it  was  for,  and  deceased  replied,  "  To 
clean  brass."  Witness  then  served  him,  and  warned  him  of 
its  effects.  For  every  pennyworth  he  sold,  he  refused  it  to 
at  least  six  persons.  The  Coroner  said  every  precaution 
necessary  had  been  taken  by  the  chemist.  Of  course  the 
Act  allowed  it  to  be  sold  like  this.  A  Juryman  :  The  sooner 
the  Act  of  Parliament  is  altered,  then,  the  better.  The 
Coroner:  I  quite  agree  with  you.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  suicide  whilst  of  unsound  mind,  and  added  a 
rider  expressing  an  opinion  that  some  restriction  should  be 
placed  by  Parliament  on  the  sale  of  oxalic  acid. 

Costly  Fumigating. 

Mrs.  Andrews,  who  occupies  the  second-floor  front  of  a 
house  in  Pembroke  Street,  Devonport,  obtained  twopenny- 
worth  of  sulphur  from  the  chemist,  on  August  6,  for  fumi- 
gating-purposes.  She  placed  it  on  a  saucepan-lid  on  top  of 
a  bucket  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  set  fire  to  it,  and 
departed.  Police-constables  Moore  and  Morrish,  seeing 
dense  volumes  of  smoke  issuing  from  the  window,  raised  an 
alarm,  and  tried  to  effect  an  entrance,  but  were  well-nigh 
suffocated.  They  obtained  the  fire-hose,  however,  and  ex- 
tinguished the  flames,  when  it  was  found  that  the  sulphur 
had  burned  through  the  saucepan-lid  and  bucket  into  the 
flooring,  setting  it  on  fire.  Damage  to  the  furniture  and  the 
oom  by  fire  and  water  amounted  to  51.  or  6^. 

r 

Chemist  Dies  from  an  Overdose  of  Chloral. 

The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Kay,  chemist,  of  Gay- 
thorne  Road,  Bradford,  was  the  subject  of  an  inquest  before 
the  Bradford  Coroner  on  August  14  The  deceased,  who 
was  the  president  of  the  Bradford  Dolphin  Swimming  Club, 
and  for  some  time  associated  with  public  affairs  in  the  town, 
was  38  years  of  age.  To  relieve  insomnia  he  bad  been  in  the 
habit  of  dosing  himself  with  chloral.  Oa  Wednesday  of  last 
week,  while  unwell,  he  took  a  maximum  dose  of  30  gr., 
and  subsequently  helped  himself  by  guess-work  from  the 
bottle,  with  the  result  that  be  died  suddenly  about  11  o'clock 
at  night.  The  jury  agreed  to  a  verdict  that  Mr.  Kay  died 
by  misadventure. 

Arbitration  in  the  Chemical-trade. 
A  dispute  between  the  United  Alkali  Company  and 
Messrs.  Bowman,  Thompson  &  Co.,  Lostock,  near  North wich, 
has  just  been  settled  by  arbitration  in  favour  of  the  latter. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year  an  agreement  was 
entered  into  between  the  two  firms  named  and  Messrs. 
Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  with  a  view  to  keeping  up  prices  A 
clause  was  inserted  under  which  the  United  Alkali  Company 
were  to  take  all  the  chemicals  made  by  Messrs.  Bowman, 
Thompson  &  Co.  Instead  of  removing  the  products  as  they 
were  manufactured,  the  United  Alkali  Company  caused  the 
Lostock  firm  to  stock  large  quantities.  The  interpretation 
of  this  clause  was  the  matter  under  dispute,  and  the  result 
is  that  the  United  Alkali  Company  have  been  called  upon  to 
take  the  accumulated  stock,  and  to  accept  Messrs.  Bowman, 
Thompson  &  Co.'s  output  for  some  three  or  four  years. 

L.C  C.  Chemicals. 

In  the  annual  report  just  issued  by  the  London  County 
Council  the  Main  Drainage  Committee  state  that 
74,226,615,418  gallons  of  sewage  were  treated  at  the  Barking 
and  Crossness  outfalls  during  the  year,  and  the  quantities  of 
chemicals  used  in  precipitating  the  sewage  were : — At  the 
Barking  outfall,  14,209  tons  of  lime  and  2,934  tons  of 
sulphate  of  iron  ;  at  the  Crossness  outfall,  7,868  tons  of  lime 
and  2,067  tons  of  sulphate  of  iron.  For  a  period  of  about 
three  months  an  additional  grain  of  lime  per  gallon  was 
used,  by  way  of  experiment,  in  the  precipitation  of  sewage 
at  Crossness,  but  as  the  result  showed  that  no  appreciable 
benefit  was  being  derived  therefrom,  the  experiment  was 
discontinued. 

Not  a  I  inner  of  Herbs. 
Forty-seven  persons  took  part  in  the  annual  excursion  of  the 
emplojes  of  Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke  on  Saturday,  August  15 
Dinner  was  provided  at  the  Crown  Inn,  Broxboume ;  and 
afterwards  Mr.  Watmore  proposed  the  health  of  "  Tne  Firm," 
to  which  Mr.  Potter  replied.  Mr.  H.  A.  Pottt r  and  Mr.  Wren 
acknowledged  the  toast  of  "The  New  Partners,'  proposed 
in  a  humorous  speech  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Millard.    A  cricket- 
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match  followed,  and  in  the  evening  an  athletic  competition 
for  some  good  prizes. 

Gas-explosion  at  Drug-stores. 

A  serious  gas-explosion  took  place  on  Monday  last  at 
Saul's  drug- stores,  High  Street,  Crewe.  Mrs.  Whyatt,  the 
manageress,  entered  a  sitting-room  to  light  the  gas,  from 
which  there  must  have  been  a  large  leakage,  for  there  was  a 
terrific  explosion.  Two  doors  were  blown  out,  and  the  two 
plate-glass  windows  in  the  shop  were  blown  into  the  street. 
Mrs.  Whyatt  had  a  marvellous  escape.  The  contents  of  the 
house  and  shop  were  much  damaged. 

Chemists  at  Cricket. 

The  Wolverhampton  chemists  played  a  match  with  the 
Recreation  Cricket  Club  on  August  13,  in  the  Park,  and  won 
by  44  runs.  Wallis,  Meech,  and  Tibbit  batted  well  for  the 
winners ;  Rogers  (captain)  also  bowled  well,  taking  six 
wickets  for  25  runs.    Scores  :  W.  C.  C.  C,  91 ;  R.  C.  C,  47. 

A  match  was  played  on  Saturday  last  at  Nunhead  between 
Barron  Harvey's  C.C.  and  Stevenson  &  Howell  CO,  ending 
in  a  very  even  draw.  The  scores  were — B.  H.  C.C,  137  for 
7  wickets  declared  (A.  Halson  not  out  56,  Smith  27) ; 
S.  H.  C.C,  83  for  4  wickets  (Croxford  37,  Wrench  23). 

The  Battersea  Coroner  is  Down  on  the  Chemists. 

On  Monday,  at  the  Battersea  Coroner's  Court,  Mr. 
Schroder,  the  Deputy-Coroner,  held  an  inquiry  touching  the 
death  of  May  Victoria  Gilford,  aged  14  months,  the  daughter 
of  a  cabinet-maker.  The  mother  said  the  child  was  feverish 
on  the  previous  Thursday,  and  she  purchased  a  powder  at  a 
chemist's,  and  gave  it  to  the  child.  She  did  not  know  what 
the  powder  consisted  of.  The  Deputy-Coroner :  Very 
curious.  I  find  the  practice  is  to  ask  a  chemist  for  a  pow- 
der for  a  child  of  a  certain  age,  and  then  give  it  to  the 
child,  irrespective  of  what  it  is  suffering  from.  The  mother 
added  that  the  child  had  had  measles,  but  she  did  not  think 
to  call  in  a  doctor,  going  to  the  chemist's  for  all  she 
wanted.  The  Deputy-Coroner:  That  is  it.  Some  escape, 
and  some  die.  You  should  always  call  in  a  doctor.  How 
can  a  chemist  prescribe  for  a  child  he  has  never  seen  ? 
Think  for  yourself.  Deceased  died  on  Friday  last,  and 
according  to  Dr.  H.  Dixon,  of  Lavender  Hill,  from 
pneumonia  following  measles.  A  verdict  in  accordance  with 
the  medical  evidence  was  returned. 

Presentation  to  Mr.  G.  F.  Schaeht. 

There  was  an  interesting  gathering,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association,  at  the  Clifton 
Literary  and  Philosophic  Club,  on  Wednesday  night,  when 
Mr.  G.  F.  Schaeht,  F.C  S.,  was  presented  with  an  illuminated 
address  in  recognition  of  his  work  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain.  Mr.  B.  Allen,  President  of  the  Bristol  Association, 
occupied  the  chair,  and  made  felicitous  reference  to  the 
special  purpose  of  the  assembly,  and  to  the  lerjgtby  service 
Mr.  Schaeht  had  rendered  to  pharmacy,  especially  to  the 
higher  education  of  pharmacists.  He  asked  Mr.  Charles 
Townsecd  to  make  the  presentation,  saying  that  that  gentle- 
man was  eminently  fitted  to  do  so.  He  had  represented  one 
of  the  divisions  of  the  city  in  Parliament,  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council  for  a  good  many  years,  and  he 
had  always  been  to  the  fore  in  everything  which  would 
materially  benefit  the  city.  Personally,  the  Chairman  testi- 
fied to  his  profound  admiration  of  Mr.  Schaeht,  and  to  the 
high  appreciation  with  which  all  present  regarded  his 
services  to  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Charles  Townsend,  who  was  received  with  applause, 
said  the  address  spoke  for  itself,  and  he  certainly  thought 
it  a  very  fitting  time  to  make  the  presentation  on  the  retire- 
mi  ni  of  Mr.  Schaeht  from  the  Council  of  the  Society,  after 
having  served  not  only  Bristol  but  the  whole  country,  so  far 
as  pharmacy  was  concerned,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
(Applause.)  It  was  an  interesting  fact  that  in  early  life 
Mr.  Suhacht  was  amongst  the  first  batch  of  students  who 
were  educated  at  Bloomsbury  Square  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  his  certificate  of  having 
passed  the  Major  examination  was  number  two  on  the  list. 
Before  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Society  he 
took  great  interest  in  pharmaceutical  education,  and  it  was, 


he  believed,  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1869, 
ifcafc  a  paper  he  read  struck  a  keynote  which  went  on 
vibrating  for  many  years  afterwards.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  to  a  large  extent  the  line  Mr. 
Schaeht  took,  and  which  he  had  subsequently  followed,  in 
advocating  the  higher  education  of  pharmacists  was  probably 
the  cause  of  his  being  somewhat  early  in  life  elected  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  the  Society — a  position  he  had 
filled  with  distinguished  ability.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Scbacht 
had  been  Vice-President  of  the  Council,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
he  would  have  been  President  had  he  lived  in  London 
instead  of  in  the  provinces,  the  President  being  for  obvious 
reasons  chosen  from  members  living  in  the  metropolis. 
They  knew  the  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference,  for  which  he  was  many  years  Treasurer  ; 
and  they  had  to  recognise  the  services  he  had  rendered  to 
pharmacy  and  to  science  in  Bristol,  where  his  scientific 
attainments  and  high  character  had  been  acknowledged  by 
his  appointment  to  the  Council  of  University  College.  Mr. 
Townsend  paid  a  graceful  tribute  to  the  personal  excellencies 
of  Mr.  Schaeht,  and  spoke  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  throughout  the  city.  In  making  the  presentation, 
he  added  he  might  claim  perhaps  only  one  right,  and  tbat 
was  he  was  probably  the  oldest  of  the  pharmaceutical  body 
in  business  in  Bristol.  On  September  30  next  he  would 
have  been  forty-three  years  in  business  in  Union  Street,  and 
it  was  a  curious  coincidence  that  the  date  of  Mr.  Schacht's 
diploma — December  31,  1868 — and  that  of  his  own  were  the 
same;  but,  of  course,  he  entered  by  another  door  into  tha 
sheepfold.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Townsend  then  handed  the  address,  which  was 
elegantly  framed,  to  Mr.  Schaeht,  who  was  greeted  with  the 
heartiest  applause.    The  address  was  as  follows  : — 

To  Geo.  Fred.  Schaeht,  F.C.S. 

We,  the  members  and  friends  whose  names  are  attached  hereto,  beg  your 
acceptance  of  this  address,  on  the  occasion  of  your  retirement  from  the- 
Oouncil  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  after  an  unbrokea 
service  of  twenty-five  years. 

We  heartily  congratulate  you  and  ourselves  on  this  long  period  of  active 
work  in  the  varied  capacities  of  member  of  the  Council,  member  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners,  and  Vice-President. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  ability  and  energy  with  which  you  have 
unceasingly  sirved  the  best  interests  of  pharmacy,  as  well  as  the  zeal  and 
perseverance  which  have  marked  your  efforts  in  the  cause  of  pharma 
ceutical  education. 

Moreover,  we  especially  recognise  the  high  personal  qualities  and  hearty 
devotion  which  have  always  been  at  the  command  of  our  Bristol  Associa- 
tion. 

Though  your  more  public  labours  may  now  be  ended,  we  rejoice  to  know 
that  you  will  continue  to  dwell  in  our  midst,  and,  assuring  you  cf  our 
sincere  esteem  and  regard,  we  venture  to  hope  that  your  sympathy  and 
co-operati  )n  may  still  be  accorded  to  us  for  many  years  to  come. 

B.  Allen,  President  I.  Edward  Moore 

John  Stroud,  Treasurer  W.  Pitchford 
B.  Keen,  Hon.  Secretary  John  Pitman 
G.  S.  Ball  I.  G.  Pluml»y 

Joseph  Bennett  Edwd.  Presley 

Wm.  Berry  Jno.  Smith 

Thomas  Buxton  Charles  Townsend 

John  Wm.  Dibble  R.  I.  Troake 

R.  D.  Commans  G.  I.  Turner 

G.  W.  Isaac  Algernon  Warren 

H.  0.  Isaac  Edwin  Wheeler 
Thos.  H.  Jennings  Jas.  W.  White 
Alf.  G.  Kenderdine  I.  Wilson 
John  T.  Long  Edward  Yoang 
Edward  Maish 

August  19, 1896. 

Mr.  Schaeht,  who  was  received  wi:h  renewtd  applause, 
gave  some  interesting  reminiscences  of  his  association  with 
the  Council  in  his  acknowledgment  of  the  presentation.  To 
those  who  had  subscribed  to  it,  and  for  the  recognition  of 
his  work  which  the  address  contained,  be  expressed  his 
thanks  in  modest  yet  graceful  speech.  Touching  on  his 
connection  with  pharmaceutical  politics,  he  reviewed  piojects 
he  bad  advanced,  and  especially  entertaining  was  h  s  retro- 
spect touching  cn  matters  of  higher  pharmaceutical  educa- 
tion. His  pet  scheme  of  the  establishment  of  peregiirja'iDg 
conferences  was  doomed  to  disappointment ;  and  soon  after 
he  joined  the  Council  be  prepared  a  very  elaborate  scheme 
to  promote  provincial  pharmaceutical  education, and  wssdis- 
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appointed  that  tbat  did  not  come  off.  It  was  not  for  him 
to  apologise  now  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  the  hopes  of 
those  who  thought  everything  could  be  obtained  out  of  the 
Council,  but  they  had  striven  earnestly  in  several  amended 
Bills  to  advance  educational  projects.  In  this  they  failed, 
first  of  all,  because  there  was  not  sufficient  unity  amongst 
themselves ;  the  next  session  they  failed  because  of  the 
difficulties  of  getting  a  private  Bill  through  Parliament. 
Still  they  hoped  to  accomplish  something  by  framing  a  more 
elaborate  syllabus  of  the  requirements  from  those  who  came 
up  for  examination,  and  indirectly  expecting  the  students  to 
attain  the  standard  of  education  they  bad  been  hoping  to 
make  compulsory.  He  had  during  his  office  on  the  Council 
worked  harmoniously  with  the  best  spirits  on  that  body  to 
improve  the  organisation  and  the  training  of  young  men, 
whom  he  sought  to  give  plenty  of  good  opportunities, 
believing  the  rest  would  come.  As  to  bis  retirement  from 
the  Council,  he  had  been  influenced  by  two  considerations. 
In  the  first  place,  he  was  not  in  business,  and  thought  that 
men  really  in  business  should  be  on  that  body  ;  further,  he 
did  not  think  it  right  to  take  pait  in  the  reorganisation  of 
the  school,  unless  he  was  prepared  to  stay  on  the  Council 
for  some  years  and  accept  his  share  of  the  responsibility 
for  this  alteration. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Isaac  and  Mr.  B  Keen,  in  brief  addresses,  made 
graceful  references  to  the  valued  services  Mr.  Scbacht  had 
rendered  pharmacy. 

A  Chlcrodyniae. 

At  Altrincham,  on  Tuesday,  Kate  Bentley,  djmestic, 
was  charged  at  the  police  court  with  stealing  weariDg- 
apparel  of  the  value  of  101 ,  the  property  of  a  Manchester 
agent  living  at  Bowdon,  and  also  with  obtaining  eleven 
bottles  of  chlorodyne,  value  27s.  6d.,  by  false  pretences  from 
Mr.  F.  H.  Rogers,  chemist.  The  prisoner  began  with  small 
bottles,  but  afterwards  got  to  large  ones.  The  prisoner 
appeared  to  have  spent  all  her  money  on  chlorodyne ;  it 
was  stated  that  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  pawning  articles 
under  assumed  names,  and  tbat  she  had  been  drinkiDg  two 
half-crown  bottles  of  chlorodyne  daily.  She  had  obtained  a 
number  of  these  bottles  by  stating  they  were  for  her  mistress. 
She  was  committed  for  trial  on  both  charges. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisoning. 

Harriet  McGuiness,  a  widow  (32),  who  resided  at  11  Simp- 
son Street,  Birkenhead,  died  from  drinking  carbolic  acid  on 
August  19.  This  makes  the  fifth  carbolic-acid  fatality  in 
Birkenhead  within  a  fortnight. 

We  note  also  the  suicides  by  carbolic  acid  of  Mary 
Sadler  (30),  of  Salford  (an  intemperate  woman),  and  of  an 
ex-constable,  at  Ipswich,  named  Alexander,  aged  68. 

A  child  named  Andrew,  at  Ashton-under-Lyne,  drank 
carbolic  acid  frcrn  a  bottle  he  found  in  the  cupbcard,  and 
died. 

Emb-zzlement  from  a  Chemist. 

Alfred  Carter,  groom  and  porter,  in  the  employment  of 
Mr.  Lacey  A.  Vincent,  chemist,  Watton,  was  found  guilty 
At  Norwich  Petty  Sessions  last  week  of  embezzling  11. 19s.  5d., 
which  he  had  received  in  payment  for  some  oil  from  a 
customer.  The  Bench  at  first  sentenced  him  to  a  month's 
imprisonment,  but,  on  the  intercession  of  Mr.  Vincent,  he 
was  fined  31.  instead 

A  Nurse's  Mistake. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Fulham  on  Tuesday  with  reference 
to  the  death  of  Lily  Wall,  aged  15  months,  who  had  died 
in  the  Western  Fever  Hospital,  Fulbam.  She  was  suffering 
from  diphtheria  and  scai let  fever.  Nurse  Knapp  gave  the 
child  chlorate  of  potash  mixture  in  mistake  for  lime-water. 
Death  took  place  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Dr.  H.  F.  Fraser, 
the  resident  surgeon,  said  the  child  had  got  2\  oz.  of  the 
mixture,  but  he  did  not  think  it  was  absorbed  into  its 
system,  because  a  post  mortem  examination  had  revealed 
that  death  was  due  to  syncope  from  diphtheria.  Louisa 
Augusta  Knapp  admitted  that  the  difference  in  the  bottles 
and  labels  had  been  pointed  out  to  her.  The  jury  said  they 
honed  the  authorities  would  make  such  an  alteration  in  the 
hot  les  u  ed  that  in  future  such  a  mistake  could  be  avoided. 
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An  Unprofitable  Customer. 
On  Monday  afternoon  last  two  fashionably-dressed  young 
women  entered  the  establishment  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Miller,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  Rutland  Square,  Dublin,  and  made  a 
purchase.  The  assistant,  whose  back  was  turned  for  a 
moment,  happened  to  look  round  suddenly,  and  saw  one  of 
the  young  ladies  secreting  on  her  person  a  bottle  of 
citrate  of  magnesia  which,  with  other  articles,  was  exposed 
on  the  counter.  He  immediately  called  in  a  passing  con- 
stable, and  charged  the  women  with  the  theft.  Both  females, 
who  wept  copi  Dusly,  were  taken  into  custody  and  removed 
t3  Store  Street  Police  Station. 

The  Birr  Union  Medicine  Supply. 

The  Local  Government  Boa-d  has  been  investigating 
various  matters  connected  with  the  medicine-contract  for 
Birr  Union,  and  their  report  has  just  been  issued.  They 
otder  that  the  practice  of  the  Guardians  in  giving  tiiennial 
contracts  must  be  discontinued,  and  in  future  are  not  to  be 
for  a  longer  period  than  one  year.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
acceptance  of  the  present  contract  six  firms  tendered.  The 
Clerk  made  out  a  comparative  statement  showing  in  respect 
of  seventy-four  articles  in  general  use  that  Messrs.  Goldon, 
Birr  (the  contractors),  would  charge  61  17s  3d. ;  Messrs. 
Harrington,  Cork,  51.  8s.;  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin, 
42  10s.  Id  ;  Messrs.  Clarke,  Belfast,  42  2s.  2d. ;  Messrs. 
O'Ryan,  Tipperary,  32.  14s.  8d. ;  and  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co , 
Dublin,  31  lis.  6§<2.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  Guardians 
chose  the  highest  tender,  the  reason  given  being  the  con- 
venience in  having  a  contractor  on  the  spot,  from  whom 
medicines  could  be  ordered  in  small  quantities,  thus  avoiding 
the  risk  of  injury  from  damp,  and,  in  cases  of  urgency,  more 
expeditiously  than  if  the  contractor  lived  at  a  distance.  The 
Board  remark  that  the  important  and  regrettable  feature  in 
the  present  case  is  that  the  Guardians,  with  the  comparative 
statement  of  prices  before  them,  deliberately  accepted  the 
highest,  and  it  would  appear  from  the  frequency  with  which 
this  firm  has  obtained  the  contract  that  they  have  acquired 
what  amounts  to  a  monopoly,  and  that  the  advertisement  of 
the  medicine-contract  has  degenerated  into  a  mere  com- 
pliance with  the  regulations'  requirements  without  any 
reference  to  their  spirit.  The  point  raised  at  the  inquiry  of 
one  firm  tendering  at  prices  at  which  good  drugs  could  not 
be  supplied  is  answered  by  the  fact  that  ample  provision  is 
made  in  the  bond  to  ensure  a  pure  supply.  The  Board  also 
find  that  the  cost  per  head  for  medical  relief  in  this  Union 
is  above  the  average,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  prices  paid  for 
the  drugs  and  the  large  number  of  extras  ordered  by  some  of 
the  medical  officers.  The  Board  object  also  to  extra  prices 
charged  by  the  contractor,  and  find  that  he  is  not  a  p-rson 
who  can  safely  be  entrusted  with  the  contract  for  medicines. 
They  therefore  request  the  Guardians  to  give  the  necessary 
notice  to  terminate  the  contract. 

Pharmaceutical  Improvements  in  Dublin. 

Messrs. Grahams'  pharmacy,  Westmoreland  Street,  Dublin, 
is  undergoing  extensive  external  alteration?.  Kelly's  medical 
hall,  Portobello,  is  in  the  hands  of  decorators.  Gore's  drug- 
hall,  Camden  Street,  is  in  course  of  rebuilding.  Vance's 
pharmacy,  Harcourt  Road,  will  shortly  be  rebuilt  from  the 
new. 

A  Promising  Candidate. 
At  Fermoy  last  week  the  local  Guardians  examined  the 
claims  of  a  number  of  candidates  for  the  position  of  sanitary 
officer  to  the  Union.  Dr.  Williams,  apothecary,  acted  as 
examiner.  One  of  the  candidates,  on  being  asked  what 
would  be  the  danger  from  a  cesspool  in  a  yaid,  replied,  in  true 
Irish  fashion,  "  No  one  knows  the  danger."  Asked  what 
was  a  disinfectant,  the  same  candidate  answered,  "Oh,  that 
makes  matters  worse." 
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f  rencb  IRews. 

{From,  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


An  Article  on  the  Drug  trade 

appears  in  the  Aberdeen  Weekly  Free  Press  of  August  8. 
5t  is  one  of  a  series  on  "  Popular  Trades  and  Professions." 
This  one  is  contributed  "  by  a  working  druggist,"  who  may 
be  complimented  on  having  given  in  a  moderate  space  a 
very  accurate  and  dispassionate  account  of  the  preparation 
necessary  for  entering  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and 
'druggist,  and  the  prospects  therein.  Such  articles  tend  to 
■create  a  better  understanding  between  the  public  and 
pharmacists. 

Dundee  Changes. 

The  Edinburgh  Drug  Company,  who  have  for  some  years 
had  a  store  in  Cowgate,  hive  opened  a  branch  in  the  East- 
■end,  near  Morgan  Hospital. 

Mr.  David  Mackay's  Saagate  pharmacy  is  now  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Thomson,  who  acted  as  his  assistant,  and  the 
Scouringburn  one  has  baen  purchased  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Cooper. 

Glasgow's  Sanitary  Bill. 

The  annual  accounts  oF  the  Sanitary  Department  of  the 
Glasgow  Corporation  have  just  been  published.  They  show 
that  the  capital  expenditure  connected  with  the  Sanitary 
Department  last  year  amounted  to  57.131Z.  lis  lid,  of 
which  42.247Z.  was  spsnt  in  the  erection  of  a  new  fever- 
hospital  at  Richill,  and  11,570Z.  in  the  building  of  new 
sanitary  chambers  for  the  city.  The  ordinary  expenditure 
of  the  department  came  to  83,614^.  18s.  lid.,  of  which 
82.228Z.  5s.  Id.  was  met  out  of  assessment.  The  salary  of 
the  chief  medical  officer  of  health  for  the  city  is  l,000i. 
The  cost  of  medicines,  medical-appliance?,  &c ,  in  the  two 
city  fever-hospitals  and  Knights  wood  joint-hospital  came  to 
1,2 /3Z.  18s.  Id.  The  salaries  of  the  eleven  medical  officers 
attached  to  the  fever  and  smallpox  hospitals  amounted  to 
1.445Z.  lis  ;  analyses  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act3  cost 
2742.  7s  ;  51.  5s.  was  paid  as  professional  fee3  for  scientific 
■evidence  ;  80Z.  10s.  9d.  was  spent  in  connection  with  the 
usual  smallpox  precautions,  such  as  purchase  of  vaccine- 
lf  mph  and  fees  to  medical  practitioners  and  prison- surgeons 
for  revaccinations ;  and  fees  to  medical  men  for  certificates 
•of  notification  of  infectious  diseases  cost  over  702Z.  6s. 

Personal. 

Mr.  James  Laidlaw  Ewing,  the  Chairman  of  the  North 
British  B  anch  Executive  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
accompanied  by  his  partner,  Mr.  K>bert  Dick,  intends 
making  a  six  weeks'  tour  in  the  Uoited  States  and  Canada, 
•and  leaves  by  the  s.s.  Teutonic  on  Wednesday,  August  26. 

The  first  vendor  of  the  South  African  saltpetre  fields,  now 
owned  by  the  African  Sa'tpetre  Company  (Limited),  was 
Mr.  William  Young,  who  was  well  known  in  Scotland  ten 
years  ago  as  the  representative  of  the  la*e  firm  of  Clark 
&  Piokeiton,  and  as  Messrs  Herrings  &Co 's Scotch  traveller. 
Mr.  Young  afterwards  came  to  London,  then  went  out  to 
the  Cape,  where  he  continued  his  connection  with  the  drug- 
trade. 

Ex-Baillie  Harvie,  J  P.,  of  Airdrie.  has  been  co-opled  on 
Ihe  Council  of  that  municipality.  Mr.  Harvie  has  been  in 
Airdrie  since  1846,  and  has  been  in  business  toere  on  his 
own  account  since  1854.  He  was  first  Bailie  in  1879,  and 
has  been  for  many  years  on  the  School  Board.  Having 
Reived  twelve  years  on  the  To*n  Council  he  retired  from  it 
in  1889.  and  now  rejoins  it.  He  was  at  cne  time  a  captain 
of  the  Volunteers,  and  was  a  promioent  rifleman.  On  one 
occasion  at  Wimbledon  he  got  within  six  oE  the  top  in  the 
first  stage  for  the  Qaeen'u  Prize. 


The  Sunday  Closing  op  Pharmacies  is  again  being 
more  or  less  discussed  throughout  France  owing  to 
the  recent  arrangements  made  for  closing  at  Soissons,  re- 
ferred to  in  last  week's  C.  4'  D.  On  the  whole,  the  daily 
newspapers  in  their  references  to  the  subject  are  rather 
inclined  to  disapprove  of  such  Sabbath  rest,  and  to  declare 
it  impossible  in  towns  of  any  importance.  The  suggestion  is 
also  made  that,  if  the  movement  takes  any  great  development, 
it  will  prove  an  important  argument  in  favour  of  municipal 
pharmacies. 

A  new  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  was  in- 
augurated at  Grenoble  last  Saturday  with  much  pomp  and 
ceremony.  The  Government  was  represented  by  M.  Andre 
Lebon,  the  Colonial  Minister.  Dr.  Pontain  was  present  by 
request  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  and  several 
deputies  were  also  there.  The  building  of  the  new  school 
was  commenced  in  1892,  and  has  absorbed  380,C00f. 
(15  200Z.).  The  lecture-halls  are  excellent,  and  laboratories 
are  set  apart  for  chemistry,  physics,  physiology,  &c.  In  a 
remote  part  of  the  building  a  special  laoteriological  labora- 
tory has  been  arranged,  as  well  as  a  serotherapic  institute, 
for  experimental  purposes. 

Pasteur's  Tomb  — The  crypt  made  under  the  principal 
entrance  of  the  Rue  Datot  Institute,  which  is  to  contain 
Pasteur's  tomb,  is  rapidly  approaching  completion.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  vault  is  the  foil  owing  inscription  in  French  : 
"  Happy  is  he  who  carries  within  himself  a  God,  an  ideal  of 
Beauty,  and  obeys  it ;  an  ideal  of  Science,  an  ideal  of  the 
virtues  of  the  Gospel."  In  the  interior  the  arches  are 
decorated  with  groups  of  animals,  surrounded  bj  frameworks 
of  vines,  mulberries,  and  hops  Symbolical  winged  figures, 
representing  Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  and  Science,  appear  in  the 
centre  of  the  cupola,  forming  a  highly  artistic  group  and 
one  which  is  identified  with  the  illustrious  savant's  character. 
It  is  probable  that  the  remains  of  the  great  chemist  will  be 
transferred  to  the  Institute  from  No  re  Dame  cn  Decem- 
ber 27,  the  anniversary  of  his  birth. 

Pharmacy  at  the  Rouen  Exhibition — I  took  advan- 
tage of  a  visis  to  Rouen  this  week  to  inspect  the  Chemical  and 
Pharmaceutical  Section  of  the  Exhibition  there.  The  dis- 
plays have  the  usual  great  resemblance  to  those  we  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  seeing  for  years  past  on  similar  occasions 
elsewhere.  The  most  conspicuous  of  the  strictly  pharmaceu- 
tical exhibits  is  undoubtedly  that  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale 
de  France,  which  occupies  a  spacious  octagonal- shaped  case 
and  contains  samples  of  the  leading  preparations  made  hy 
that  firm.  Adrian  &  Co  ,  Paris,  have  also  a  nice  display.  A. 
Taillandier,  Argecteuil,  makes  a  good  show  of  his  well-known 
sulphate  of  quinine ;  De3snoix  &.  Debachy,  Paris,  exhibit 
samples  of  their  platters  and  surgical-dressings;  Cbassaing 
&  Co.,  Paris,  display  specimens  of  their  excellent  pepsio, 
bi-digestive  wine,  &c,  and  in  their  case  are  samples  cf  the 
compressed  Vicby  tablets.  wh:c"i  anpear  to  h  ive  found  favour 
among  tiavellers,  also  M  G.  Prcnier's  "  Nenrosine,"  an 
elegant  and  comparatively  new  pharrraceutical  preparation 
of  phospbo  glycerate  of  ciicium  in  cicbet  foim  'or 
debility.  Toe  Finot  cache  s,  which  I  rotice  have  become 
popular  in  Englind,  a  e  exhibited.  Oiher  branches  of 
chemistry  are  represented  by  dye-prcducts,  alkalies,  &C 
Poulece  fie  es,  Pari.*-,  rrake  a  good  show  of  tbe  ir  chemicals;  and 
Coignet  &  0<\  have  glues  on  view.  A  few  exhibits  of  scaps 
and  perfumery  aie  worth  attention,  pi iccipally  as  showing 
French  taste.  About  the  Exhibition  a  we  1  known  firm  of 
English  perfamrrs  have  automatic  machines  which  retail  a 
"  charm  t  o  existence  "  in  liquid  form  on  inserting  a  "  penny 
in  the  slot."  Two  oil  ma-iufacturers  are  conspicuous  by  their 
exhibits.  Antiseptics  are  also  shown,  and  mineral  waters  are 
in  profosioD.  Tne  chemical-appliances  displayed  include  J. 
Malesset's  sellzosenes,  &o.  Mtn:er  &  Co.  have  an  exhibit 
showirg  tbe  chocolate  made  in  their  manufactory  in  a 
single  day :  it  represents  49  tons  weight,  and  is  valued  at 
8.0C07.  The  Exhibition,  as  a  wboie,  is  quite  up  to  the  average 
of  its  kind,  and  makes  a  cot  unpleas  ng  cortra-t  to  tbe 
tier.sures  of  med'rcral  architecture  which  Rouen  possesses. 
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The  following  votes  are  chiefly  based  upon  information 
contained  in  the  July  issue  of  our  Melbourne  journal, 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia,  of  which  copies 
maybe  had  (pries  Qd.  each)  from  the  publisher  C.  D.  A, 
42  Cannon  Stieet,  E  C. 

A  Pharmaceutical  Sleepy  Hollow.  —  For  the  first 
time  for  eight  years  there  is  to  be  a  contest  for  the  seats  on 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland. 
Six  candidates  have  been  nominated. 

N.S.W.  Beeswax.  —  A.  consignment  of  beeswax  was 
shipped  to  London  in  June  by  the  National  Pomological 
Society  of  Sydney.  This  shipment,  half  a  ton  in  weight,  will 
be  followed  by  others  at  regular  intervals. 

An  Opium  Bill  — The  South  Australian  Government  have 
announced  their  inten'ion  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  the 
sale  of  opium  except  for  medicinal  purposes.  It  stands 
second  on  the  list  of  subjects  included  in  the  Ministerial 
policy. 

A  Veteran  Botanist  — The  Government  of  Victoria  have 
decided  to  retain  the  services  of  Baron  von  Mueller  as 
Government  botanist,  although  he  has  passed  the  age  of  65 
years,  when,  according  to  rule,  he  should  retire  from  the 
public  service. 

Auctioning  "Christia"  in  Victoria. — The  stock  of 
Christia  tissue  and  Christia  fibrine  held  by  the  late  agent 
of  the  firm  in  Victoria  was  recently  offered  for  sale  by 
auction.  The  former  agent  wandered  into  the  auction-room 
in  a  casual  way  as  if  he  were  one  of  the  least  interested 
spectators.  The  auctioneer  had  an  unfamiliar  task,  and  a 
very  unresponsive  audience.  It  was  noticeable  that  the 
auctioneer's  man  in  handing  the  samples  round  for  inspec- 
tion kept  a  very  tight  hold  of  them,  and  a  very  sharp  eye  on 
anything  that  he  might  have  left  on  the  counter.  Christia 
tissue,  in  boxes.  J|  yard  in  each,  sold  after  much  hard 
work  at  2d.  a  box.  Six  boxes  of  Christia  fibrine,  1  yard 
in  each,  declared  by  the  auctioneer  to  be  "  something  very 
good,"  sold  at  6d.  a  box,  and  four  boxes  containing  balf-a- 
yard  each  at  2d.  a  box.  Eighteen  yards  of  Christia,  double 
width,  in  the  piece,  described  as  "  Christy's  best  oiled  silk," 
received  no  offer.  When  the  bandages  of  various  lengths  and 
widths,  2\  inches,  3  inches,  and  3|  inches,  were  put  up  there  was 
a  little  more  excitement,  and  one  lot  of  57  was  knocked  down 
to  a  country  chemist  at  3d.  each.  Two  other  lots  fetched  Id. 
and  2d.  After  many  pathetic  appeals  from  the  auctioneer, 
who  declared  that  his  customers  were  as  hard  as  old  nails, 
and  a  sporting  offer  to  take  all  the  bandages  at  2d  ,  the  lot 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  auctioneer  turned  to  the  more 
congenial  field  of  old  furniture. 

An  Absconding  Victorian  Pharmaceutical  J.P. — 
We  have  recently  heard  much  of  the  moral  blackness  of 
Victorian  J.P.'s  as  a  class,  and  judging  by  the  revelations 
that  have  appeared  in  the  Australian  and  other  journals, 
many  of  them  are  as  bad  as  they  can  be.  One  of  these  black 
sheep,  we  regret  to  say,  is  a  pharmacist,  Mr.  Albert  Andrews, 
late  of  Beaufort,  and  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Australasia.  Daring  May  a 
board  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  his  conduct  as  a  J  P., 
arising  out  of  a  County  Court  case  in  Ballarat,  in  which  Judge 
Casey  remarked  that  it  would  require  a  great  deal  of 
credulity  to  believe  what  Mr.  Andrews  had  said.  In  June 
a  warrant  was  issued  against  him  on  a  charge  of  fra,ud  as  an 
agent,  in  misappropriating  the  property  of  Mr.  Vale,  who 
died  in  March,  1895,  at  Coolgardie.  The  estate  had  been  put 
in  Andrews's  bands,  but  only  a  portion  of  it  was  paid  over, 
and  Andrews  tried  to  get  the  father  of  the  deceased  to 
accept  a  promissory  note  for  an  insurance  policy  of  1082., 
but  on  communicating  with  the  insurance  company  it  was 
found  that  the  money  had  been  paid  to  Andrews  nine  months 
before.  In  another  case,  where  he  had  been  employed  to 
obtain  insurance  money,  no  settlement  could  be  obtained, 
and  some  of  the  creditors  on  the  estate,  whom  he  said  he 
had  paid,  brought  County  Court  actions  against  him,  and 
distrained  on  some  vehicles  and  furniture  which  had  been 
left  for  removal  to  Sydney.   On  one  day  seven  casea  against 


him  were  heard  in  the  police  court.  On  June  18,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  executive,  the  chemist's  name  was  temoved 
from  the  commission  of  the  peace.  He  has  since  been 
ai  rested. 

Doctobs  and  Dosage. — At  the  Jace  meeting  of  the 
Pharmacy  Board  of  Queensland  the  following  letter  was 
ordered  to  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  to  all  registered  medical 
practitioners  in  the  colony  : — "I  am  directed  by  my  Council 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  difficulties  which  frequently 
arise  through  the  absence  of  an  understanding  as  to  the 
initialling  or  marking  by  medical  practitioners  of  doses 
which  are  in  excess  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  standard. 
When  such  cases  occur  the  dispenser  is  often  at  a  loss  to 
decide  whether  the  unusually  large  dose  is  intentionally 
prescribed  or  is  the  result  of  a  slip  of  the  pen.  If  the 
prescriber  is  near  at  hand  the  matter  can  be  referred  to  him, 
but  frequently  this  is  impracticable,  and  the  dispenser  is 
compelled  to  reply  upon  his  own  judgment,  aided  by  such 
information  as  may  be  obtained  from  the  patient.  Even 
though  the  difficulty  may  be  overcome  by  reference  to  the 
prescriber,  the  avoidance  of  such  a  course  is  desirable,  both 
to  save  delay  and  to  prevent  the  feeling  of  distrust  which  is 
likely  to  arise  in  the  mind  of  the  person  for  whom  the 
medicine  is  intended  when  it  is  known  that  the  prescription 
had  to  be  referred  back  to  the  doctor.  This  matter  has 
been  considered  of  so  much  importance  in  Germany  that 
medical  men  are  not  allowed  to  prescribe  excessive  doses 
without  specially  marking  them,  and  chemists  must  not 
dispense  any  medicine  containing  such  a  dose  unless  the 
prescription  is  so  marked.  My  Council  would  suggest  that 
all  doses  which  are  in  excess  of  those  ordinarily  prescribed 
be  initialled  or  underlined,  and  that  if  it  is  intended  that  the 
medicine  be  dispensed  once  only,  or  for  a  certain  number  of 
times,  irstructions  be  given  to  that  effect."  It  is  thought 
that  it  would  have  been  better  policy  if  the  Pharmacy  Board 
had  asked  tbe  medical  authority  to  address  its  members 
instead  of  doing  so  directly,  for  medical  men  are  very  jealous 
of  their  rights  and  not  disposed  to  receive  with  favour  any 
suggestions  of  shortcomings  on  their  part. 

The  New  South  Wales  Poisons  Schedule. — By  pro- 
clamation of  the  Governor-in- Council  of  New  South  Wales, 
dated  May  18,  1896,  but  not  published  for  some  time  after- 
wards, an  additional  number  of  poisons  has  been  added  to 
the  schedule,  as  follows  : — 

Schedule  A. 
1st  Part. 
Atropine  and  its  preparations. 
Emetic  tartar. 

Phosphorus  and  its  preparations. 
Prassio  acid  and  its  preparations. 
Strychnine  and  its  preparations. 

2nd  Part. 
Cantharides  and  its  preparations. 
Mercury  and  its  preparations. 
Permanganate  of  potash  and  its  preparations. 
Permanganate  of  soda  and  its  preparations. 
Permanganate  of  zinc  and  its  preparat  ions. 
Strong  hydrochloric  aoid  or  spirit  of  salts. 
Strong  nitric  acid. 
Strong  sulphuric  acid. 

Vermin-killer,  if  containing  any  of  the  p:mons  or  their 
preparations  mentioned  in  Schedule  A  of  this  Act. 

In  the  first  part  of  the  schedule  phosphorus  and  its  prepara- 
tions are  entirely  new.  The  preparations  of  prussic  acid  are 
new.  Emetic  tartar  has  been  removed  from  the  second 
part  to  the  first.  Atropine  and  strychnine  and  their  prepara- 
tions were  formerly  included  under  the  heading  "Poisonous 
Alkaloids  and  their  Salts  and  Solutions."  In  the  second  part 
the  only  line  that  was  previously  included  is  cantharides. 
Its  preparations  are  an  addition.  The  additions  are  of  great 
importance  to  pharmacists,  inasmuch  as  in  future  only 
"licensed  vendors  of  poisons"  will  be  able  to  sell  by  retail 
such  articles  as  vermin-killer  containing  phosphorus  or  any 
of  the  poisons  included  in  the  first  part  of  the  schedule, 
blue  ointment,  blue  pill,  Condy's  fluid,  and  spirit  of  salts. 
The  permanganates  have  not  been  previously  included  in 
any  Australasian  poisons  schedule,  nor  has  strong  hydro- 
chloric acid.  The  only  restriction  in  Australasia  on  the 
sale  of  strong  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids  is  in  New  Zealand 
and  Tasmania,  where  they  have  to  be  labelled. 
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THE  PHARMACY  ACT,  1833. 
The  Unqualified  Assistant. 

At  the  Durham  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  August  13,  before 
his  Honour  Judge  Meynell,  the  Coancil  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  through  their  Registrar, 
Mr.  Richard  Bremridge.  sued  John  Dickinson,  chemist's 
assistant,  with  Messrs.  Walton  &.  Co.,  Front  Street,  Chester- 
Je-Street,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  for  the  penalty  of  51 , 
alleged  to  have  been  incurred  by  the  defendant  on  May  22 
in  selling  poison — to  wit,  morphine,  contained  in,  and  form- 
ing part  of,  an  ingredient  in  a  compound  called  "Powell's 
balsam  of  aniseed,"  a  preparation  of  opium — contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1863.  Mr.  T.  R.  Grey, 
barrister- at-law  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Flux,  Thompson  & 
Flux,  of  London),  appeared  for  the  Society,  and  the 
defendant  was  represented  by  Mr.  Miwjon,  solicitor, 
Durham. 

Mr.  Grey  stated  that  on  May  22  defendant  sold  to  Arthur 
Foulds  a  bottle  oE  Powell's  balsam  of  aniseed  which  con- 
tained morphine,  and  was  a  poison  under  the  Act.  The 
defendant  was  not  registered,  and  had  no  right  to  sell  the 
poison. 

Mr.  Harry  Moon,  clerk  to  tho  Registrar,  stated  that  he 
received  a  bottle  from  Mr.  Foulds  which  he  sealed  at  both 
ends,  wrapped  it  in  paper,  and  forwarded  it  to  Mr.  Eastes. 

Mr.  Ernest  J.  Eastes,  analyst,  deposed  to  receiving  the  bottle 
from  the  last  witness.  He  analysed  the  contents,  and  found 
that  it  contained,  amongst  other  ingredients,  morphine  and 
■other  substances  proving  that  it  was  a  preparation  of  opium. 
The  quantity  of  poison  in  the  bottle  was  sufficient  to  kill  a 
child. 

Arthur  Foulds,  Manchester,  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Registrar  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  go  to  the  shop 
of  Messrs.  Walton  &  Co.,  Front  Street,  Cbester-le-Street,  and 
make  certain  purchases.  Amongst  other  things  he  purchased 
a  bottle  of  "  Powell's  balsam  of  aniseed."  The  bottle  was 
supplied  to  him  by  the  defendant,  and  was  the  same  bottle 
that  he  handed  over  to  Mr.  Moon.  By  Mr.  Mawson :  He 
had  no  doubt  whatever  that  he  purchased  the  bottle  at  the 
shop  of  Messrs.  Walton  &  Cd.,  chemists,  Front  Street, 
Chester-le-Street.  and  that  the  defendant  was  the  person 
who  supplied  him  with  that  bottle.  No  further  evidence  was 
called. 

Mr.  Mawsoc's  defence  was  that,  to  the  best  of  the  de- 
fendant's knowledge,  he  never  sold  the  bottle  to  Foulds. 

His  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  51.  and 
costs. 


Severe  Criticism  op  the  Society. 

His  Honour  Judge  Waddy,  Q  C,  was  occupied  at  Sheffield 
County  Court  for  some  time  on  Wednesday  in  hearing  an 
action  brought  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
•of  Great  BritaiD,  to  recover  from  Messrs.  Burgon  &  Co., 
wholesale  grocers,  &c,  of  Hodgson  Street,  Sheffield,  two 
penalties  of  51.  each  for  haviog  on  separate  dates  in  May  last 
kept  open  shop  for  the  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding 
of  poison — to  wit,  morphine — contained  in  a  compound  called 
"  Teasdale's  Chlorodyne,"  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868.  Mr.  R.  E.  Vaughan  Williams  appeared 
in  support  of  the  informations,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Neal  was  for 
the  defendants. 

Mr.  Williams  stated  that  on  May  1  Mr.  Foulds,  an  agent 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  went  to  a  large  shop  kept  by 
the  defendants  at  131  Whitham  Road,  Sheffield,  and  saw  ex- 
posed  for  sale  bottles  of  "  Teasdile's  Chlorodyne."  He 
purchased  one,  and,  going  to  the  shop  again  on  May  12,  and 
seeiDg  the  mixture  still  exposed  for  sale,  he  pur- 
chased a  second  bottle.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained 
that  the  chlorodyne  contained  morphine,  which  was  one  of 
the  pMsons  scheduled  in  the  Act,  and  which  could  only  be 
sold  by  chemists  and  druggists.  The  two  bottles  were 
handed  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Society,  and  by  him  passed 
oi  to  Mr.  Eastes,  the  analyst,  whose  certificate  would  be 
accepted  as  evidence  to  si7e  erpnse.    Ox  Juie  19  the 


solicitors  to  the  Society  wrote  to  the  defendants  claiming 
two  penalties  of  51.  each  for  having  kept  open  shop  for  the 
sale  of  poisons  on  the  dates  given.  Mr.  Neal  replied  to  the 
effect  "  that  Messrs.  Burgon  &  Co.  had  been  in  business  for 
many  years  and  had  a  number  of  shops.  It  is  not  their 
practice  to  deal  at  all  in  any  articles  which  might  come 
within  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868.  Some  months  ago  they 
purchased  by  tender  the  stock-in-trade  of  a  firm  which  was 
arranging  with  its  creditors,  and  amongst  this  stock  there 
appears  to  have  been  a  small  quantity  of  chlorodyne,  and 
this  escaped  my  client's  notice,  and  has  been  inadvertently 
sold  on  one  or  two  occasions  at  one  of  their  shops.  You 
will  see,  therefore,  that  my  clients  do  not  keep  open  shop 
for  the  retailing  of  poison,  and  what  has  happened  in  thiet 
case  is  the  result  of  the  purest  mistake.  I  cannot 
think  that  under  these  circumstances  your  Society  would 
wish  to  put  my  clients  to  expense  and  annoyance 
in  defending  legal  proceedings,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  that  the  matter  may  be  allowed  to  be  settled  on 
payment  of  any  costs  to  which  the  Society  may  have  been 
put.  You  will  understand  that  I  do  not  admit  that  there 
has  been  any  breach  of  the  law.  I  need  hardly  fay  that  my 
clients  would  be  willicg  to  undertake  not  to  proceed  to  seil 
by  retail  the  remainder  of  the  stock  of  chlorodyne."  The 
statements  contained  hi  that  letter,  remarked  counsel, 
formed  no  defence  whatever  to  these  proceedings,  and  made 
no  difference  whatever  to  the  recovery  of  the  penalties. 
Another  letter  was  sent  by  the  solicitors  dated  June  22,  in 
which  they  stated  that  the  defendants  were,  in  August,  1894, 
mulcted  in  penalties  incurred  at  other  shops  for  offences 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act.  To  that  letter  Mr.  Neal  replied 
denying  that  his  clients  had  ever  paid  any  penalties,  and 
counsel  said  there  appeared  to  have  been  a  mistake  ia 
assuming  that  the  defendants  were  the  same  people  as  were 
fined  under  a  similar  name  in  Manchester. 

Arthur  Foulds  stated  that  he  went  to  the  shop  of  the 
defendants  in  Whitham  Read  on  the  dates  named  and 
purchased  the  bottles  of  chlorodyne  produced.  They  wera 
in  a  case  on  the  counter.  He  afterwards  handed  them  to 
Mr.  Moon,  the  clerk  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Neal,  witness  said  he  was  an 
inquiry-agent  living  in  Boot  Street,  Manchester.  He  was 
acting  on  instructions  from  the  Society  in  coming  to 
Sheffield  to  purchase  the  mixture.  It  was  not  because  he 
had  failed  in  getting  the  evidence  he  wanted  on  the  first 
occasion,  but  he  came  a  second  time  according  to  instruc- 
tions. He  could  not  suggest  any  reason  why  the  penalties 
were  run  up  in  this  way. 

Harry  Moon,  clerk  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  said  he  received  the  bottles  from  Foulds  and  passed 
them  to  Mr.  Eastes,  who  certified  that  the  chlorodyne 
contained,  amongst  other  ingredients,  morphine. 

Mr.  Neal  asked  the  witness  what  was  the  object,  when  be 
had  one  complete  case,  in  sending  the  last  witness  a  second 
time  ;  and  witness  replied  that  he  could  not  tell  what  was  the 
special  reason. 

Mr.  Neal :  Is  it  the  practice  of  the  Society,  when  they  have 
one  case,  to  go  for  another  in  order  to  increase  tha 
penalties  ? 

Witness :  Occasionally  it  is  if  it  is  a  bad  case. 
Mr.  Neal :  Where  is  the  badness  in  this  case  1 
Witness  :  It  is  not  for  me  to  say. 

Mr.  Neal:  Oh,  but  you  have  launched  that  against  me, 
and  I  want  to  know  wherein  the  badness  lies. 

Witness :  It  was  a  bad  case,  because  any  person  could 
have  gone  into  the  shop  and  bought  these  poisons. 

Mr.  Neal :  Then  if  the  defendants  had  not  openly  exposed 
these  goods,  but  had  tried  to  sneak  a  sale,  ic  would  hue 
been  a  better  case  ? 

Witness :  Then  it  is  more  difficult  to  get  evidence. 

His  Honour :  You  really  don't  mean  that !  You  are 
giving  yourself  away.    You  don't  mean  anything  so  silly. 

Witness  :  Our  people  consider  this  a  bad  case. 

Mr.  Neal :  Have  you  any  better  reason  to  give  the  Judge 
why  the  Society  sent  to  this  shop  twice  than  the  one  yoa 
have  given  ? 

Witness :  No. 

Mr.  Williams:  The  reason  of  the  Society  was  not  to  pile 
up  the  penalties. 

His  Honour  :  He  dis'.'nctly  "ail  it  wis. 
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Mr.  Williams  :  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  in  a  position 
to  say  that. 

His  Hononr  :  I  don't  know  that ;  bat  he  has  said  it. 

Mr.  Neal,  in  defence,  first  urged  several  technical  objec- 
tions, which,  however,  were  overrated.  He  then  explained 
that  Mr.  Bargon  had  been  in  business  at  Sheffield  as  a 
wholesale  grocer  in  a  large  way  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
and  had  several  shops.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  patent 
medicines,  about  which  chemists  did  not  trouble,  he  had  not 
sold  anything  of  the  kind.  Early  in  the  year,  Messrs. 
Holmes  &  Green,  grocers,  got  into  difficulties,  and  Mr. 
Bargon  purchased  tneir  stock  from  the  trustee.  Included 
in  it  were  about  two  dozen  small  bottles  of  chlorodyne,  which 
escaped  Mr.  Bargon  s  attention.  Some  of  them  were  sent  to 
his  shop  in  Carver  Street,  and  the  remainder  to  Whiiham 
Road.  Soon  after,  the  assistant  in  Carver  Street  told  Mr. 
Bargon  that  a  Mr.  Wateihouse  bad  informed  him  that  there 
was  danger  in  selling  the  mixture.  Up  to  that  time  Mr. 
Burgon  had  not  seen  the  bottles,  and  had  no  idea  they  con- 
tained poison.  He  at  once  ordered  the  bottles  to  be  with- 
drawn, but  it  escaped  his  recollection  that  some  of  the  bottles 
had  gene  to  Whitham  Road.  There  they  remained,  and 
two  were  sold  as  stated.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  con- 
tended, his  client  could  not  be  fined  for  keeping  open  s'lop 
for  the  sale  of  poisons. 

Mr.  Bargon  and  his  assistant  were  called,  and  bore  out 
the  statement  of  their  solicitor. 

At  the  request  of  his  Honour  Mr.  Foulds  was  recalled,  and 
said  that  he  went  to  the  defendant's  shop  for  the  express 
purpose  of  purchasing  the  chlorodyne. 

His  Honour:  That  is  very  remaikable.  It  is  clear  Ihere 
is  someone  in  existence  we  have  not  seen.  One  would  lite 
very  much  to  know  how  these  people  came  to  send  for  this 
chlorodyne.  Turning  to  the  witaess,  he  asked  him  why, 
when  he  got  the  first  bottle,  he  did  not  tell  the  shopman 
that  he  had  no  right  to  be  s riling  such  goods. 

Witness:  I  had  no  instructions  to  warn  him,  becau=e  in 
all  cases  we  don't  ask  for  the  penalty. 

His  Honour :  That  is  about  the  worst  reason  I  have  ever 
heard  in  my  life.  Proceeding,  he  said  that  no  one  had  agreater 
respect  for  the  Pharmicy  Act  than  he  had,  but  in  these 
cases  he  was  most  leluctant  to  iLflict  penalties. 

Mr.  Williams  denied  that  the  object  of  the  Society  was  to 
obtain  penalties,  and  remarked  that  in  many  cf  these  cases 
the  Society  was  actually  out  of  pocket. 

His  Honour  said  toe  decision  he  was  going  to  give  in  this 
case  was  one  which  he  gave  with  more  sorrow  and  regret  than 
he  had  felt  for  a  long  lime.  He  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  this  wa3  a  case  which  was  never  intended  to 
be  covered  by  the  Act  oE  Parliament.  It  was  admitted  by 
Mr.  Williams  that  tbere  was  no  reason  to  believe  there  was 
any  deliberate  intention  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bargon  to  con- 
travene the  Act,  and  he  thought  the  Society  were  straining 
its  provisions  in  the  proceedings  they  were  taking  against 
him.  Most  reluctantly,  he  gave  his  decision  in  favour  of  the 
plaintiff  Society. 

Mr.  Williams  asked  for  costs,  and  Mr.  Neal  opposed.  His 
Honour  said  he  was  dispostd  to  give  no  decision  on  the 
poitt.  The  question  was  aigued  at  considerable  length,  and 
eventually  it  was  agreed  that  the  matter  should  stand  over 
till  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  to 
see  if  they  wou'd  waive  tatir  claim  for  co^ts. 

COUNIY-COURr  CASE. 

A  Chemist's  Debt. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Monday,  before  the 
Assistant  Judge  (Mr.  Julian  R>bics),  Mr.  Edward  Hermes, 
druggist,  of  6  Fa  leigh  Road,  Stoke  NewiDgtot),  was  sum- 
moned by  Messrs.  Wertheimer.  Lee  &  Co.,  of  Circus  Place, 
E.C.,  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  commifed  for 
non-payment  of  11.  19s.  bd.,  the  balance  of  a  judgment  debt. 
The  case  had  been  adjourned  to  ascertain  what  had  been 
done  with  a  warrant  ou;etmding  against  the  defendant. 
Tne  plaintiff's  represent  ail  ve  now  taid  that  the  High  Biitifi 
of  the  Shoreditcb  Conn  y  Court  reported  that  the  defendant 
was  said  to  be  out  of  London,  and  the  wa'rant  could  not  be 
served.  He  emp'oyed  an  assistant  at  his  shop  in  Stoke 
Newington,  and  »e;mtd  to  be  doing  a  good  business. 
His  Honour  made  a  committal  ordtr  for  ten  days,  but  sus- 
pended the  ixecutkn  ot  the  warrant  for  a  month. 


INFRINGEMENT  OF  A  CAMERA  PATENT. 
On  August  10,  Mr.  Justice  Romer,  in  the  Chancfry  Division, 
gave  judgment  in  the  action  of  Parry  v.  Societe  des 
Lunetiers.  The  plaintiff,  who  trades  as  J.  F.  Shew  &  Co., 
had  patented  a  certain  hand-camera,  and  he  alleged  certain 
infringements  by  the  defendants.  The  special  advantages 
of  the  patent  camera  consist  in  the  use  of  hinge-bound  sides 
which,  when  folded  out,  form  a  fixed  holding  for  the  camera 
front,  and  are  so  placed  as  to  let  the  front  get  into  position 
very  speedily,  and  simply  by  a  spring-like  action.  The 
defendants  said  that  this  spring-like  action  was  not  described 
in  the  body  of  the  specification.  But  his  Lordship  said  the 
figure  showed  the  framework,  and  the  witnesses  were 
practically  agreed  that  the  spring-like  action  must  come 
from  what  was  shown  by  that  figure.  So  that  if  the  camera 
was  made  according  to  the  invention  as  described,  the 
advantage  in  question  was  secured.  His  Lordship  dealt 
with  other  objections  to  the  patent,  bat  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  they  all  failed,  and  gave  judgment  in  favour  of  the 
plaintiff. 


<5a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Davey,  R.  S.,  and  Massey,  H.  T.,  Walmer  and  Deal,  under  tie  style  of 

Davey  &  Massey,  medical  practitioners. 
Eaton,  C.  E.,  and  Gamble,  J.  T.,  Liverpool,  under  fhe  style  of  Eaton 

<fc  Gamble,  brewers  of  non-alcoholic  liquors. 
Waterhouse,  W.  D.,  and  Shaw,  H.  C.  C,  West-end  Lane  and  Priory 

Road,  West  Hamostead,  N.W.,  under  the  style  of  Drs.  Waterhouse  & 

Shaw,  general  medical  practitioners. 
Wilson,  J.  S.,  and  Stearn,  F.  C,  Walsall,  under  the  style  of  Wilson  & 

St.'arn,  surgeons. 


wew  Companies  ano  dompan? 
Hewa. 


COOMBE       AND       DANESCOMBE       ARSENIC  COMPANY 

(Limited) — Capital  15,000Z.,  in  11.  shares  Objects:  To- 
acquire  mines,  mining  rights,  and  metalliferous  land,  to 
adopt  an  agreement  with  F.  Phillips  and  tocairyon  the 
business  of  miners,  millers,  smelter.?,  &c. 

Bubgon  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  100Z.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects :  To  establish  and  carry  on  the  business  of  bankers, 
shipowners,  grocers,  chemists,  Italian  warehousemen,  bakers, 
confectioners,  tobacconists,  provn>ion,  tea,  coffee,  cocoa 
merchants,  druggists,  wine  and  spirit  merchant?,  store- 
keepers, &c. 

Western  Oil  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  2,000Z.,  ia  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agree- 
ment with  Chailes  E.  Ridehalgh  and  Alfred  Syers,  and  to 
acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  oil  manufacturers, 
refiners,  and  merchants,  carried  on  at  Rock  Savage,  near 
Liverpool.    Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Kendall  Storey  Artificial  teeth  Manufacturing 
Company  (Limited). — Capital  1.000Z.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  artificial-teeth  manu- 
facturer carried  on  by  Kendall  Storey  at  Millom,  Cumberland, 
to  adopt  an  agreement  for  the  purpose,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  artificial- teeth  manufacturers  and  dealers  in 
dental  materials  and  apparatus.  Kendall  Storey  is  the 
managing  director.  Registered  without  articles  of  asso- 
ciation. Registered  office,  Market  Square,  Millom,  Cumber- 
land. 

Freeman,  Lloyd  &  Co.  (Limited).  —  Capital  20.000Z., 
in  10Z.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  tugar 
refiners,  manufacturers  of  saccharine,  glucose,  caramil, 
dextrine,  maltose,  charcoal,  boxes,  cases,  casks,  drums,  tins, 
barrels,  bags  and  sacks,  iron  founders,  timber  meichants, 
maltsters,  warehousemen,  &c.  The  first  directors  (to  Lumber 
rot  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  five)  are  :  S.  M.  Freeman, 
A.  Woodall  and  A.  Wilson.  Qualification  5C0Z.  Remrm ration, 
as  fixed  by  the  Company. 


The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited).— The  directors  hive 
declared  an  interim  dividend  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  per 
annum  ior  the  six  months  ended  June  30  last,  free  of 
income  tax,  payable  or.  and  after  September  1. 
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MR.  GEORGE  J.  SEABURY,  Chairman  of  the  Commercial 
Section  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
sends  us  a  copy  of  a  circular  containing  twenty-two  queries, 
which  he  has  addressed  to  members  of  the  Association,  and 
to  which  he  requests  responses  for  the  Montreal  meeting. 
We  copy  the  questions,  and  append  our  own  replies  to 
each :  — 

1.  Where  is  the  practice  of  pharmacy  drifting  1 — We  do  not 
■claim  the  gift  of  prophecy,  so  we  pass  this  time. 

2.  To  what  cause  is  failure  due,  in  attempting  to  protect 
our  mutual  trade  interests  ? — In  your  attempt  to  fit  a  living 
•body  into  a  cast-iron  mould. 

3.  Why  do  a  large  number  of  wholesale  druggists  and 
makers  of  non- secret  preparations  supply  department  stores 
with  drugs  and  medicines,  and  violate  contract  agreements 
•on  rebate  goods  with  manufacturers  of  proprietary  medi- 
cines, and  what  course  will  it  compel  the  retailer  to  pursue  ? 
— People  who  break  contracts  do  so  because  they  are  not 
honest.  Retailers  can  always  take  their  custom  to  some 
other  firm. 

4.  Under  what  circumstances  is  substitution  admissible  ? — 
Substitution  is  always  permissible  so  loDg  as  no  deception  is 
practised.    It  may  not  always  be  wise. 

5.  Is  the  protection  of  the  trade  interests,  of  the  druggists 
and  chemists,  by  the  manufacturer  of  proprietary  goods  a 
possibility  ;  if  in  the  negative,  what  is  our  remedy? — Yes. 

6.  Is  general  substitution  justifiable? — See  4. 

7.  Is  it  justifiable  to  purchase  unreliable  materials  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  profits,  thereby  injuring  the  reputation 
of  the  physician,  and  endangering  the  patient's  chance  of 
recovery,  thus  furnishing  physicians  with  reasons  for  self- 
•dispensing  ? — No. 

8.  Are  non-secret  preparations,  in  imitation  of  well-known 
-domestic  medicines,  legitimate  products  ?  and  is  it  honest 
for  a  dealer  to  allow  his  name  to  be  printed  on  the  label  so 
as  to  give  an  unknown  compound  currency,  when  he  is 
'ignorant  of  the  contents  of  such  preparation  ?  Why  does 
he  not  prepare  his  own  family  and  household  remedies  ? — 
It  is  never  honest  to  deceive,  but  it  is  not  necessarily  decep- 
tion to  employ  somebody  else's  talent  or  facilities  in  prefer- 
ence to  one's  own. 

9.  Does  not  the  pharmacist  jeopardise  his  reputation  and 
standing  by  dealing  in  non-secrets  when  he  possesses  the 
knowledge  of  compounding  as  good  or  better  formulas  ? — 
The  pharmacist's  reputation  depends  on  the  articles  he 
supplies.  If  he  can  buy  quinine,  or  cough-mixture,  or 
plasters  better  than  he  can  make  them,  it  is  to  his  customers' 
advantage  that  he  should  supply  the  bought  article. 

10.  Does  it  pay  pharmacists,  morally  and  financially,  to 
substitute  ? — There  is  no  moral  question  involved  so  long  as 
deception  does  not  come  in.  Financially,  the  question  is 
generally  whether  6d.  is  better  than  though  there  are 
other  circumstances  to  take  into  account. 

11.  Is  the  claim  true  that  physicians  dispense  their  own 
■medicines  on  the  ground  that  pharmacists  use  inferior 
materials  in  their  preparations  ? — Not  asserted  here  ;  not  true 
if  it  were. 

12.  Where  reputable  pharmacists  discover  goods  falsely 
labelled  and  below  pharmaceutical  standards,  is  it  not  their 
duty  to  expose  such  dishonesty  ? — It  is  everybody's  duty  to 
help  to  make  the  world  better ;  but  there  are  so  many  frauds 
about  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  it  is  anybody's 
duty  to  denounce  all,  even  of  those  which  come  directly  in 
one's  way. 

13.  Has  excessive  competition  introduced  a  "  cheap  era" 
into  the  drug-trade,  and  where  will  such  tendency  place 
pharmacy  in  the  future,  in  its  relations  to  the  physician  and 
the  public  7 — Competition  has  made  some  things  cheaper 
certainly,  but  the  price  for  service  of  value  is  now  higher 
dhan  ever  it  was. 

14.  Why  are  physicians'  supply  establishments  making 
inroads  on  the  business  of  the  pharmacists  ?  Do  physicians 
as  a  ]  whole,  especially  in  large  cities,  encourage  this  new 
departure,  and  what  is  the  remedy  ? — If  physicians  go  into 
trade  and  are  good  business  men  they  must  have  a  certain 
advantage.  But  the  chemist's  training  ought  to  enable  him 
to  compete  with  them  as  a  rule. 


15  What  are  the  chief  arguments  employed  to  induce 
physicians  to  supply  ready-made  medicines  to  their  patients? 
Cite  them  and  state  some  facts  connected  with  this  query. — 
We  presume  the  inducement  held  out  is  that  there  is  profit 
in  the  business. 

16.  Where  is  the  practice  of  medicine  drifting  ?  Explain 
the  reason  why. — We  pass. 

17.  If  the  future  lacilitates  the  art  of  dispensing  by 
physicians,  what  is  our  remedy  ? — To  do  it  better. 

18  Is  it  not  our  duty  to  demand  protection  from  physi- 
cians and  make  an  effort  to  fuse  our  natural  relationship  by 
a  just  compromise — what  should  a  compromise  be  based  on? 
— No ;  fight  them 

19.  What  arguments  have  we  agiinst  those  who  advocate 
that  the  day  his  arrived  when  any  person,  with  open  store 
for  the  sale  of  merchandise,  will  have  a  right  to  sell  his 
goods  to  any  other  person  who  comes  with  money  in  band, 
and  demands  same,  irrespective  of  his  calling  or  profession? 
In  other  words,  why  should  pharmacy  be  protected  ? — The 
title  only  should  be,  so  that  the  public  may  have  a  guarantee 
of  competence  ;  the  sale  of  specially  darjgerous  medicines 
should  also  be  restricted  to  such  competent  persons  for  the 
safety  of  the  public. 

20.  Give  reasons  why  it  seems  impossible  for  us  to  organise 
ourselves  into  solid  columns,  when  we  positively  know  that  it 
will  be  to  our  advantage  professionally,  commercially,  and 
financially.  -  It  would  not  be  impossible  if  all  were  convinced 
of  the  advantage. 

21.  What  influence  has  compelled  the  retailer  to  enter  into 
direct  business  relations  ?vith  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical 
products  ?  How  can  the  jobber  regain  such  loss  ? — By  proving 
his  utility. 

22.  What  mill  be  the  future  of  formed  and  forming  co- 
operative societies  among  pharmacists  and  druggists,  and 
what  will  it  finally  had  to? — Don't  know. 


Batne — Coopek—  On  August  3,  at  the  Union  Cbapel 
(Presbyterian),  Lower  Abbey  Street,  Dublin,  by  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Johnston,  M.A.,  Thomas  Bajne,  LPS. I.,  Cork  to 
Sarah  Jane,  second  yourgest  daughter  of  William  Cooper, 
Dublic 

Talmage — Rowe. — On  August  10,  at  St.  Stephen's 
Churcb,  Treleigh,  Cornwall,  Algernon  Mayow  Talmage, 
youriger  son  of  the  late  Majow  Talmage,  M  A.  Oxon,  Rector 
of  Fifield,  to  Gertrude,  third  daughter  of  Sampson  Taylor 
Rowe,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Trecarrel,  Redruth,  Cornwall. 


H>eatb0» 


Davis.— The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  Samuel  Forbes 
Davis,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of  Seven  Sisters  Road, 
Hollo  way,  but  lately  of  Southend -on- Sea.    Aged  79. 

Dinnis. — On  July  27,  Mr.  John  Dinnis,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, of  Brighton.    Aged  67. 

Ingram  —  On  August  13,  at  Nottingham,  after  an  illness 
of  only  two  days,  Mr.  D.  M.  Ingram,  representative  of 
Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan.  Mr.  Ingram  had 
only  lately  been  associated  with  this  firm,  but  he  was  very 
well  known  in  the  North  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  his 
untimely  decease  will  be  much  regretted  by  his  many 
friends. 

Kebshaw. — On  August  10,  Mr.  William  Kershaw,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Luddenden  Foot,  Yorkshire.    Aged  50. 

Marsh allsay. — On  August  3,  Mr.  Richard  Jeaces 
Marshallsay,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Wareham.    Aged  71. 

Waldie — The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  Robert  Waldie, 
who  for  eighteen  years  had  acted  as  assistant  to  Messrs. 
Fielder  &  Co..  chemists,  of  Newbury,  Berks.  Mr.  Waldie, 
who  was  only  46  years  of  age,  had  been  in  failing  health  for 
some  weeks  prior  to  his  death. 

Wootton. — On  August  6,  Mr.  William  Wootton,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  of  Liverpool  Road,  London.    Aged  74. 
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Messes.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  of  Exeter,  have  issued  a 
small  illustrated  price-list  of  perfumery  specialities  suited 
for  chemists'  Christmas  stock. 

Messes.  William  Gaednee  &  Sons,  of  Gloucester,  have 
just  published  a  tenth  edition  of  their  catalogue  of  sifting 
and  mixing  machines.  Particulars  of  a  number  of  new 
machines  are  given  in  this  catalogue. 

Messes.  Mat  &  Bakes,  of  Battersea,  S.W.,  have  submitted 
to  us  a  sample  of  ccd-liver  oil  with  iron,  which  they  are 
introducing,  made  from  the  formula  of  Professor  A.  K. 
Huntingdon.  It  is  of  a  deep-ied  colour,  perfectly  bright, 
and,  unlike  the  usual  ferrated  cod-liver  oils,  fairly  palatable. 
The  iron  in  this  preparation  being  in  perfect  solution,  and 
in  a  readily  assimilable  form,  should  make  it  a  useful  com- 
bination to  bring  under  the  notice  of  physicians.  i 

"Vin-Kafea." — This  is  the  name  of  a  new  medicina. 
•wine  which  the  Mead  Manufacturing  Company  are  intro 
ducing  into  the  United  Kingdom  through  Scott  &  Bowne 
(Limited), 47  Farringdon  Stieet,  EC.  It 
is  a  white  wine  prepared  Ircm  kola,  but 
differing  in  taste  and  properties  from  any 
kola  wine  hitherto  on  the  English  marlefc. 
It  has  become  quite  popular  in  the  United 
States,  especially  amongst  cjclists  and  in 
athletic  circles  generally,  on  account  of  its 
invigoratirg  and  stimulating  properties. 
It  has  already  "caught  cn"  in  similar 
circles  in  this  country,  and  the  agents  are 
energetically  pushing  the  article  in  the 
Midlands  at  present.  'Jhus,  at  Birmingham 
it  is  freely  advertised  in  the  newspapers, 
and  there  has  been  a  house-to-house  dis- 
tribution of  a  clever  pamphlet,  in  which 
(for  the  first  time  in  public  advertising, 
we  imagine)  figures  of  the  spbjgmcgraph 
and  sphygmographic  tracings  are  given  to 
show  how  the  stimulation  of  alcohol  8nd 
of  the  African  nut  when  the  reacMon  sets 
in  differ  in  respect  to  the  fact  ttat  after 
alcohol  there  is  depre;  sion,  ard  after  kolaa 
perfectly  cc  rmal  heart-beat.  The  pamphlet 
is  sure  to  cieate  a  demand  for  this  "tonic 
of  totics,"  and  chemists  who  hold  a  rredi- 
cated-wine  licence  should  be  prepared  to 
meet  it  The  wine  retails  in  pint  bottles 
at  2s  6d.  It  is  put  up  in  attractive  style. 
We  are  informed  that  experience  shows 
that  those  who  use  the  wine  (which  contains  10  per  cent,  of 
alcohol)  do  not  get  into  the  habit  of  taking  it  for  the  sake  of 
the  alcohol  ;  in  fact,  it  rather  tends  to  decrease  the  alcohol- 
craving. 

Apolvsin. — We  mentioned  in  our  issue  of  February  8, 
page  223,  the  introduction  of  a  new  antipyretic  and  anti- 
neuralgic  remedy  under  the  above  name.  It  is  a  derivative 
of  paraphecetidin,  one  of  the  hydrogen  atoms  of  the  amide 
group  being  replaced  by  the  citiic  radicle.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  phenacstin  is  a  similar  derivative,  in  which 
the  acetic  group  is  the  substi  uting  radicle.  Von  Hejden's 
Chemical  ^Company  (Limited)  are  Ihe  manufacturers  of 
apolysin,  and  their  agents  in  this  country,  Messrs.  Burgoyne, 
Burbidges  &  Co.,  Coleman  Stmt,  E  C  ,  have  just  published 
a  useful  pamphlet  about  tha  rimedy,  containing  translations 
or  reprints  of  papers  by  Drs  Leon  von  Nencki  and  Joseph 
von  Jaworal  i,  R.  Stifert,  H  Hi  debrandt,  and  Louis  Fischer, 
whose  experience  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  apolysin  has 
the  following  advantages  over  phenacetin  and  the  other 
remedies  of  that  group,  viz  :  — (1)  It  is  very  soluble,  and 
hence  more  refdily  and  completely  ab-orbed,  so  that  its 
action  is  quicker  and  srrer ;  and  (2)  there  are  no  after 
effects,  even  when  large  do sss  are  given.  The  well-known 
cardiac  depressatt  effects  of  pteoetidin,  which  are  distinctly 
seen  in  phenacetin,  are  not  given  by  apolysin.  Apolysin  is, 
we  may  state,  a  white  powrer,  with  an  agreeable  acidulous 
taste,  and  solnble  in  55  parts  of  crld  water.  As  far  as  we 
can  judge  from  the  therapeu'ic  reports,  it  should  be  of 


value  as  an  antipyretic  in  typhoid  and  similar  fevers, 
because  ir.  dees  not  depress  the  heart;  and,  for  the  same 
reason,  it  should  serve  in  10-gr.  doses  for  popular  neuralgic- 
powders. 


While  goirg  to  business  from  his  private  residence  on 
Tuesday  last,  Mr.  E.  A.  Holloway,  of  Torquay,  met  with  azj 
accident  in  the  Lymington  Bead  by  falling  frcm  his  bicycle, 
breakicg  his  left  arm  below  the  elbow,  and  sustaining  slight 
fracture  of  the  skull.  Mr.  Holloway  is  progressirg* 
favourably. 

Among  the  United  States  manufacturers  who  have  gone 
to  South  America  to  conquer  the  markets  there  for  tbe- 
United  States  is  Mr.  Fred.  Stearns,  of  Detroit,  who  repre- 
sents the  "  pbarmacal  interests"  of  the  country  in  the 
delegation.  The  delegation  have  gone  from  New  York  to- 
South  America  via  London,  that  being  jet  awhile  the  port- 
whence  the  Americans  have  to  get  at  the  markets  they 
propose  to  take  away.  They  are  now  at  Rio  Janeiro,  and 
from  there  they  will  proceed  to  Buenos  Ayres  and  Monte- 
Video.  At  Detroit,  by  the  way,  Mr.  Stearns  was  lately  pre- 
sented by  his  gratefal  fellow-citizens  with  a  special  brinze- 
medal,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  munificent  gift  of  objects 
of  Oriental  art  to  the  town  museum. 

When  Li  Hung  Chang  was  talking  to  Lord  Kelvin  on 
Tuesday  he  asked  Lord  Kelvin  who  succeeded  him  as  P;esi- 
dent  of  the  Rojal  Society.  "Sir  Joseph  Lister,  the  first- 
surgeon  in  England,"  was  the  reply.  "  19  be  the  first  surgeon, 
in  England?"  asked  Li.  "Yes,"  Lord  Kelvin  said;  "he 
made  a  great  discovery  which  hes  now  been  adopted  by 
every  doctor  in  the  world.  It  is  not  to  cure  a  wound  so- 
much  as  to  prevent  a  wound  from  receiving  more  damage? 
from  the  wcrk  of  microbes,  and  leaving  Nature  to  work  its 
own  cure."  Then  the  great  Li  said  he  had  not  previously 
heard  cf  Sir  Joseph  Lister,  but  he  had  benefited  from  his 
method.  Once  he  received  a  wound  on  the  cheek  from  a- 
shot  fired  by  a  would-be  Japanese  assassin.  A  German 
doctor,  who  was  in  Japan  at  the  time,  advised  him  to  singly 
wash  the  wound  three  times  a  day,  to  prevent  the  work  of 
microbes.    This  he  did,  and  the  wound  healed  of  itself. 

Li  Hung  Chang's  Doctob — One  of  the  most  important 
members  of  Li  HuDg  Charg's  suite  in  England  is  his 
physician,  Dr.  Irwin.  This  gentle- 
man, after  a  distinguished  hospital 
career,  heard  of  an  opening  at 
Tientsin,  where  Li  Hung  was  the 
Viceroy.  He  went  out  there  in  1878, 
and  in  the  following  jear  he  had  the 
good  luck  to  be  called  in  to  attend 
a  case  of  serious  illness  in  the 
Imperial  Yamen.  His  patient  re- 
covered, and  soon  after  he  was 
appointed  Chief  Physician  to  the 
"Viceroy  and  his  family.  Li  Hung 
Chang's  wife  was  one  of  his  patients. 
When  she  died,  a  few  years  ago,  he 
lost  in  her  a  kind  ard  good  lriecd. 
She  was  a  pure  Chinese  with  the 
typical  small  feet  of  her  race,  but  in 
intellect  and  sympathy  she  was, 
Dr.  Irwin  says,  far  in  advance  of  her  time  and  of  her 
country.  Dr.  Irwin  had  conferred  upon  him  the  Imperial 
order  of  the  Double  Dragon  by  the  special  request  of  Li 
Hung  Chang,  and  recently  he  was  advanced  in  the  order  for 
his  services  during  the  war.  This  is  the  same  order  as  that 
which  was  bestowed  on  General  Gordon.  He  lives  in  gieat 
magnificence  in  Tientsin. 


Countby  Innkeepeb  (to  guest) :  "  I  hope  you've  been 
comfortable.  We  don't  put  on  style  here,  but  everything  is 
substantial.    I  alwajs  buy  things  that  don't  wear  out." 

Guest :  "  So  I  noticed.  That  cake  of  soap  in  my  room  is 
the  most  substantial  thing  I've  seen  for  a  good  while — no 
wear  out  in  that." 


Dr.  Iewix. 
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ADeMcal  (Sleaninas. 


Gelanthum. 

This  is  the  latest  of  Unna's  ointment  bases.  It  is  made 
of  gelatine,  tragacanth,  glycerine,  and  water,  but  in  what 
proportions  is  not  stated,  as  it  is  made  by  W.  Mielck,  of 
Hamburg. 

HOW  IRON  IS  TAKEN  INTO  THE  SYSTEM. 

Pkopessok  Quincke,  of  Kiel,  has  recently  shown  by  ex- 
periments on  guinea-pigs  and  rats  that  iron  is  taken  up  by 
the  duodenum,  jejurum,  ileum,  and  cajsurn  through  the 
-epithelial  cells,  in  a  similar  manner  to  fat. 

Traumaticin  Substitute. 
Dr.  Ducommun,  a  Swiss  physician,  proposes  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  solution  of  guttapercha  in  chloroform  one  of 
aluminium  oleate  in  ether.  It  has  been  used  for  several 
years  in  the  Berne  Dermatologic.il  Clinic  with  good  results. 
The  oleate  is  made  by  precipitating  a  solution  of  common 
soap  with  a  solution  of  alum,  washing  the  precipitate  with 
water,  drying,  and  dissolving  it  in  ether. 

For  Neurasthenia  or  Nervous  Debility. 
The  following,  says  the  Practitioner,  was  a  favourite  pre- 
scription of  the  late  Dr.  Beard: — 


Bromide  of  ziDC. .       ..       ..       . .       ..  gr.  j. 

Valerianate  of  zinc   gr.  j. 

Lactate  of  zinc  . .       ..       ..       ..       . .  gr.  i 

Oxide  of  zinc    ..       ..       ..       ..       . .  gr.  A 

Phosphide  of  zinc    gr.  -fg 

Extract  of  nux  vomica    gr.  A 


Mix.   For  one  pill  or  capsule.    One  after  meals. 

What  is  the  Cause  of  Fevers? 

This  question  has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  decided.  At 
the  recent  Congress  of  Medicine  in  Wiesbaden,  during 
a  discussion  on  antipyretics,  Professor  Kast  said  that  recent 
(researches  have  shown  that  in  infectious  diseases  the  danger 
to  the  patient  is  due  not  so  much  to  the  elevation  of 
temperature  as  to  the  direct  effects  of  the  specific  virus. 
There  are  even  reasons  for  believing  that  pyrexia  may 
possibly  be  a  remedy  provided  by  Nature  against  the  toxices. 
We  now  try  to  destroy  the  toxines  by  applying  their  specific 
antidote  or  antitoxin.  No  antipyretic  drugs  have  any  specific 
action  against  the  toxines  except  quinine.  Antipyretic 
•drugs,  however,  have  a  place  in  therapeutics,  and  cannot  be 
■dispensed  with;  and  Professor  Jaksch  agreed  that  the 
principal  value  of  these  drugs  consists  in  their  tracquillising 
•influence. 

Summer  Diarrhcea  in  Children. 

Writing  in  respect  to  the  treatment  of  diarrhoea,  in 
•children,  Pediatrics  says  it  is  usually  due  to  intestinal 
■irritation  from  the  decomposition  of  food,  and,  therefore, 
the  first  indication  is  to  get  rid  of  this  fermenting  food  and 
the  poisons  produced  by  it.  The  most  practical  method  is 
to  give  a  full  dose  of  castor  oil,  or  i  gr.  of  calomel  every 
half- hour  until  1  gr.  is  taken,  and  io  follow  this  with  a 
saline  cathartic.  The  second  indication  is  to  remove  the 
■cause — namely,  the  food.  All  milk  and  other  food  which 
ferments  easily  should  be  withheld  for  a  day  or  two,  and  its 
place  taken  by  plenty  of  pure  water  or  this  excellent 


preparation  : — 

Thin  barley-water       ..       ..       ..       ..    6  oz. 

Common  salt    . .      . .      . .      . .      ...    5  gr. 

White  of  one  egg. 


Mix,  sweeten  if  necessary,  and  give  every  two  to  four 
hours,  according  to  the  age  of  the  child.  This  can  be 
followed  in  a  few  days  by  whey,  salt  and  the  egg  albumen 
beiog  added,  if  necessary,  to  the  whey.  The  next  indication 
is  to  remove  as  rapidly  as  possible  anv  ptomaines  which 
may  be  present  in  the  lower  bowel.  Pediatries  recommends 
for  this  end  high  irrigation  of  the  bowel  after  each  stool, 
which  is  an  almost  ridiculous  sug^e.tion.  Better  to  give 
1-minim  djses  of  a  solution  of  "  loaic-hydrarg."  (I  gr.  in 
6  oz  of  water)  every  two  hours,  this  having  the  effect  of 
mating  the  p  omaints  in>oluble. 


Pig's  Bile  is  Better  than  Ox  Bile. 

Dr.  George  Harley  has  suggested  in  the  Lancet  that 
the  bile  of  the  omnivorous  pig  is  more  likely  to  contain 
exactly  the  ingredients  necessary  to  supply  the  place  of 
those  that  are  absent  from  the  human  digestive  canal  in  cases 
of  jaundice  than  that  of  the  herbivorous  ox.  This  is  such  a 
reasonable  suggestion  that  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  Sc 
Co.  have  taken  the  hint,  and  now  supply  pig's  bile  in 
tabloids. 

An  Improved  Anesthetic. 

Dr.  F.  Gundrum  mentions  in  the  Therapeutic  Gazette 
that  for  four  years  he  has  tried  a  new  combination  as  an 
anaesthetic,  and  is  much  pleased  with  it.  It  is  nothing  more 
than  to  substitute  spirit  of  camphor  for  the  alcohol  in  the  well- 
known  A.  C.  E.  mixture  This  mixture  he  has  administered 
in  thirteen  cases,  and,  while  he  admits  that  his  experience 
is  not  sufficiently  extensive,  he  points  out  that  the  stimu- 
lating effects  of  camphor  on  the  cardiac  centres  are  well 
known ;  besides,  the  addition  of  camphor  makes  the 
ansesthetic  very  much  more  agreeable  to  the  patient,  cover- 
ing as  it  does  the  duagreeable  and  pungent  odour  of  the 
ether. 

Iodism  Prevented. 

So  many  people  suffer  from  iodism  when  they  take  iodides 
that  an  accidental  discovery  made  by  Dr.  A.  Veitch,  of 
Gourock,  is  worth  mentioning,  A  patient,  who  could  not 
take  iodide  of  potassium  on  account  of  its  results,  happened 
to  be  treated  with  morphine,  and  as  that  only  alleviated  the 
pain,  the  doctor  induced  bim  to  resume  the  iodide.  To  the 
doctor's  surprise  he  could  take  it  then  with  perfect  impunity. 
Afterwards  Dr.  Veitch  got  into  the  habit  of  prescribing  it 
with  small  doses  of  morphia,  aDd  was  rarely,  if  ever,  troubled 
with  iodism.  But  it  is  not  always  desirable  to  administer 
morphia,  and  lately,  where  that  drug  has  been  contra- 
indicated,  he  has  used  atropine  sulphate  instead  with  very 
gratify  irjg  results. 

Death  after  Injecting  Antitoxin. 

The  patient  was  a  boy  of  3  years,  the  trouble  supposed 
diphtheria,  temp.  101°  F  ;  bu";  patient  sitting  up  in  bed 
ready  for  play.  '1  he  medical  attendant  was  Dr.  A.  C. 
Dogge,  of  Helena,  Montana,  and  this  is  what  he  says  of  the 
case  in  Pediatrics : — 

I  concluded  to  use  antitoxin.  After  sterilising:  my 
syringe  and  washing  the  skin  of  the  patient  I  injected 
10  c  c.  cf  antitoxin,  and  in  a  few  minutes  left.  I  had 
hardly  reached  my  office  before  the  father  came  running, 
saying  that  the  child  was  dying.  Before  I  reached  the 
house  the  chtld  was  dead.  I  was  greatly  surprised,  and 
could  not  account  for  it.  The  autopsy  showed  nothing 
abnormal. 

This  is  the  doctor's  first  accident  with  antitoxiD,  and  he  has 
treated  eighty-tive  cases.  Thi  fatality  is  so  like  the  Berlin 
one  that  we  mention  it. 

Oil  of  Amber  in  Whooping  cough. 

Murrell  has  used  oil  of  amber  for  some  years,  both 
internally  and  externally,  in  the  treatment  ot  whooping 
cough.  He  orders  a  teaspoonful  to  be  rubbed  in  along  the 
course  of  the  spine  night  and  morning.  For  internal 
administration  from  3  to  10  drops  may  be  taken  every 
four  hours  on  a  piece  of  sugar  or  on  a  crumb  of  bread,  buc 
this  mode  of  administration  presents  some  difficulty  in  the 
case  of  children.    The  following  mixture  is  preferable  : — ■ 


Oil  of  amber   Ttlx. 

Powdered  gum  acacia . .       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Syrup  of  orange-Mower         ..       ..       ••  3ij. 

Oil  of  anise    irUij- 

Water  to   2j. 

M. 


The  difficulty  is  in  covering  the  somewhat  disagreeable 
taste  of  the  amber  oil.  For  a  liniment  ice  lollowing  formula 
is  useful  :  — 

Oil  of  amber     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3vj. 

Oil  of  rosemary . .       ..       ..       ..  3i. 

t  il  of  origanum         ..       ..       ..  ..51. 

Oil  of  turpentine       ..       ..       ..  ..5] 

Linseed  oil  to  ;iv. 

M. 

—  Clin 'cat  Slittches. 
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GOLD  MEDALS  1884-1885-1886-188$. 

DisiNfITOnts 

"  S ANITAS"   EUCALYPTUS  PREPARATIONS. 
Kingzett's  Sulphur  Candles  and  Sulphugators, 
Kingzett's  Drain  Testers, 
Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Mercuric  Bactericide,     Eucalyptus  Oils. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate  Pellets  ;  "Okol"  and  "Creocide"  Fluids  and 
Powders ;  Chloride  of  Zinc  ;  Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps ;  Soluble 
Carbolated  Creosote ;  Moth  Paper  ;  Weed  Destroyer,  Sheep  Dips,  &c. 


BUYERS  OW 


THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIM. 

BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON,  E. 

PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


OURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE,  &c. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 

R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Analysis,  &c,  on 
Application. 


WATERS 


West  EDd  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Andley  Street,  W. 
City  Agents,  RAH  &  CO.,  6  Railway  Place,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.G. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 


ELLIS'S 


"  Well  charged  with  gas,  and 
in  every  respect  of  the  very 
best  quality  for  drinking." — 
Percy  F.  Frankland,  B.Sc, 
F.C.S. 


"  Typically  Perfect.' 
— Medical  Press. 


TABLE 
WATERS 


Sole  Address—  [1] 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents  :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square 


Howards'  Seidlitz  Powder, 
English  Tartaric  Acid. 
Hand-weighed. 


HORA'S 
P.B.  SEIDLITZ 


POWDERS, 


Perfectly  folded. 

4/6 per  Gross. 


<WWWWWVWW\.V 

47  MINORIES,  LONDON. 


AND 


PREPARATIONS 

SHOULD  APPLY  TO 

JOHN  MOSS  &  COY- 

GALEN  WORKS,  WILSON  STREET,  S.E., 

Who  always  hold  a 

LARGE  STOCK  OF  MATURE  BARK. 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTRATIONS. 

.    {HOME. /FOREIGN,  AND  COLONIAL/) 

A'Vbclei'aic?  I  n  elusi  ve  F©g».h. 

^SEARCHES,    REPORTS,  DESIGNS. 
T.  B.  BROWNE;  Ld  ;  163,  Queen  Victoria  St., li  e 


We  invite  the  co-operation 
of  a  pushing  Chemist  in 
every  Town.  ^ 

"WE  will  advertise  YOU 
in  a  direction  that  must 
result  advantageously. 
"Write 

HOBLIOK  and  Oo. 
39   Snow  Hill, 
London ,  E.G. 


PATENTS,  DESIGNS,  &  TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of  the  Society 
fraa  of  charge.    Registrations  throughout  the  world.  Advice 
•s  to  infringements  preliminary  to  litigation. 

APPLY— 

TRADE    MARK    PROTECTION  SOCIETY,. 

1  FTTBNIVAL  STREET,  E.C. 


The  Ideal  Tonic. 


Retail,. price,  4/-  per  bottle ;  45/-  per  dozan. 

Trade  Terms  :— Less  than  one  dozen,  40/-  Nat. 

Cases  offone  dozen,  36/-  Nr«. 
United  Kingdom:— Carriage  paid  on  three  c» » ■  •» 
For  Shipment :— Five  cases  f.o.b.  London. 
Sole  Proprietors — 

Fletcher,   Fletcher  &  Co.,   Holloway,  LOND<«V„ 


EMtorial  Comments. 


CAN   WE    FIGHT    THE  DENTISTS? 

We  have  to  thank  the  correspondent  who  comes  forward 
with  an  offer  of  two  guireas_to  wards  a  fund  for  fighting  the 
British  Dental  Association.  We  cannot  say  how  many 
chemists  are  directly  concerned  in  the  proper  interpretation- 
of  the  penal  sections  of  the  Dentists  Act,  but  they  mutt  be 
numbered  by  hundreds,  if  not  by  thousands.  On  the 
Dentists'  Register  for  1896  there  are  4.908  names ;  of  these,. 
3,452,  or  nearly  70  per  cent  ,  are  registerel  as  having  been 
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in  practice  before  1878,  and  we  should  say  nearly  half  of 
these  are  chemists  and  druggists.  The  association  of 
dentistry  to  a  certain  extent  with  pharmacy  has  been  a  very 
usual  thing  as  long  as  atiy  of  us  can  remember.  It  is  a 
very  natural  and  a  very  proper  association,  and  let  it  be 
clearly  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  in  no  sense  illegal.  It  is  the 
fact,  however,  that  the  British  Dental  Association  is  trjing, 
by  what  we  consider  an  unfair  use  of  the  Dsntists  Act,  to 
"  bounce "  chemists  out  of  this  right  and  practice.  Those 
who  are  on  the  register  cannot,  of  course,  be  interfered  with. 
But  the  question  is  one  of  much  importance  for  younger  men. 

A  year  ago  (August  31,  1895)  we  quoted  from  a  letter 
written  by  the  Dean  of  the  Dental  Hospital  and  London 
School  of  Dental  Surgery  to  a  chemist  who  had  made  an 
inquiry  about  practical  work.  The  dean  (Mr.  Moiton 
Smale,  L.D.S.)  said  in  hi3  reply — 

If  neither  you  nor  your  assistant  are  upon  the  Dentists' 
Kegister  you  are  rendering  yourselves  liable  to  prosecution 
and  to  a  fine  of  201.  for  performing  dental  op3ratiocs. 

The  Dean  of  th  3  London  School  of  Dental  Surgery  must 
know  better  than  that ;  and  no  one  is  better  aware  than  the 
officials  of  tbe  British  Dental  Association  that  the  Act 
under  which  they  prosecute  only  makes  penal  the  use  of 
certain  titles  and  descriptions.  Here  are  tbe  words  of  the 
section  under  which  unregistered  practitioners  are  prose- 
cuted : — 

From  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  a  psrson  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  take  or  use  the  came  or  title  of  "  dentist "  (either 
alone  or  in  combination  with  any  other  word  or  words),  or 
of  "  dental  practitioner,"  or  any  name,  title,  addition,  or 
description  implj  ing  that  he  is  registered  under  this  Act  or 
that  he  is  a  person  specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry, 
unless  he  is  registered  under  this  Act.  It  is  hereby  declared 
that  the  words  "  title,  addition,  or  description,"  where  used  in 
the  Dentists  Act,  1878,  include  any  title,  addition  to  a  name, 
designation,  or  description,  whether  expressed  in  words  or  by 
letters,  or  partly  in  one  way  and.  partly  in  the  other.  [All 
the  words  in  italics  were  enacted  by  the  Medical  Act,  1886, 
section  26.] 

_  Any  person  who,  after  the  first  day  of  August  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy -nine,  not  being  registered  under 
this  Act,  takes  or  uses  any  such  name,  title,  addition,  or 
description  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable,  on  summary  convic- 
tion, to  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds ;  provided  that 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  apply  to  legally  qualified  medical 
practitioners. 

Under  this  section  the  Association  has  lately  prosecuted 
in  Cardiff  a  chemist  who  had  the  words  "  Popular  Dentistry  " 
on  his  shop  window,  another  person  who  used  the  descrip- 
tion "Artificial  Teeth  Manufacturer,"  and  another  who 
figured  as  the  "  American  Artificial  Teeth  Company."  These 
defendants  were  all  convicted  and  fined ;  the  last  was 
impertinently  stigmatised  by  the  Cardiff  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate as  a  knave  into  the  bargain.  In  the  first  two  cases 
cards  quoting  prices  for  dental  operations,  and  guaranteeing 
"  fit  and  appearance  "  of  teeth,  were  produced,  and  seemed 
to  have  a  considerable  influence  on  the  Magistrate's 
mind.  That  functionary  must  allow  us  to  inform  him  that 
in  law  those  cards  were  absolutely  irrelevant.  If  it  is  legal 
to  perform  dental  operations,  it  is  legal  to  perform  them 
well ;  and  it  is  legal  to  say  you  perform  them  and  to  say 
you  perform  them  well. 

The  only  legal  question  that  arises  in  cases  such  as  those 
we  have  referred  to  is  whether  the  name,  title,  addition,  or 
description  used  can  be  construed  to  imply  that  the  person 
using  it  is  registered  under  the  Dentists  Act,  or  is  a  person 
specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry.  We  do  not  believe 
that  any  competent  Court  would  interpret  the  term 
"specially  qualified"  in  any  other  sense  than  qualified  by 


some  specific  authority.  A  man  may  be  highly  qualified, 
but  not  specially  qualified.  The  converse  also  holds  'good. 
The  Cardiff  Stipendiary,  for  instance,  is,  we  suppose, 
specially  qualified  to  interpret  the  law,  bat  his  hit  a1*  the 
Dentists  Act  does  not  convince  us  that  he  is  highly  qualified. 

Can  anything  be  done  to  get  this  point  settled  ?  We 
ourselves  took  the  risk  of  the  contest  in  the  veterinary- 
chemist  case,  which  was  on  all  fours  with  this  one,  only 
worse  for  the  reason  that  there  was  a  High  Court  decision 
on  the  record  against  us.  But  we  are  not  disposed  to  go  into 
such  contests  frequently,  and  not  at  all  unless  we  have  a 
much  stronger  backing  than  we  had  in  the  veterinary  case. 
If  there  ^are  a  hundred  unqualified  dentists  like  our  corre- 
spondent willing  to  guaiantee  two  guineas  each,  we  are 
ready  to  take  our  part  in  getting  the  law  declared.  In  any 
case  we  will  subscribe  towards  a  fund  to  ensure  tbe  question 
being  tried.  But  a  guarantee  fund  of  sometlrng  like  2001. 
should  be  in  hand,  for  provision  musi  be  made  for  a  possible 
defeat. 

THE  SULPHUR-MARKET, 
Thebe  has  been  a  good  deal  of  excitement  in  tha  sulphur- 
market  lately,  and  within  the  past  three  months  the  prices 
of  that  indispensable  commodity  have  risen  considerably,  so 
much  so  that  "  best  seconds  "  are  now  quoted  from  Sicily  at 
from  74s.  6d.  to  76s.,  and  thirds  at  from  72s.  9d.  to  73s. 
per  ton,  f.o.b.  They  are  still,  however,  low  enough  in  all 
conscience,  and  there  is  every  prospect  that,  unless  upheld 
by  artificial  restriction  of  the  output  or  by  some  other 
powerful  aid,  they  will  shortly  revert  to  the  level  of  the 
quotations  preceding  the  reient  rise,  which  were,  we  believe, 
the  lowest  figures  on  record.  There  are  certain  special 
"  brands  '  of  sulphur  it  is  true  of  which  the  sslling-price  is 
not  affected  by  ordinary  market  fluctuations,  because,  owing 
to  the  old-established  reputation  of  their  refiners,  they 
readily  command  fancy  prices.  One  of  these  brands,  indeed, 
is  said  to  be  accepted  in  certain  out-of-the-way  foreign 
markets — notably  in  South  America — as  current  coin.  With 
these  special  preparations,  however,  we  have  no  concern  at 
present,  our  object  being  the  consideration  of  the  actual 
market-position  of  sulphur,  and  the  prospects  of  the  main- 
tenance of  the  recent  upward  movement. 

A  syndicate  or  ring  of  Anglo-Sicilian  firms  has  recently 
been  formed,  with  the  object  of  obtaining  control  of  a  large 
number  of  important  sulphur-mines  in  Sicily,  and  thus  con- 
trolling the  bulk  of  the  output,  or  at  any  rate,  so  large  a 
percentage  of  it  as  to  give  the  ring  the  control  of  the  market. 
The  knowledge  that  such  a  movement  was  on  foot — the 
negotiations  have  extended  over  many  weeks — is  primarily 
responsible  for  the  gradual  advance  in  the  price  of  sulphur 
this  season ;  but  collaterally  with  the  establishment  of  the 
"  ring  "  comes  the  announcement  (see  0.  <f  D.  of  May  16, 
page  704)  that  the  Italian  Government  have  decided  to 
remodel  and  reduce  the  rather  heavy  export-duty  on  the 
mineral.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  this  decision  will  increase 
the  already  considerable  difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way  of 
the  successful  working  of  the  ring,  inasmuch  as  greater 
freedom  of  exportation  will  probably  enable  some  of  the 
mine  owners,  who  have  been  compelled  to  close  their  works 
because  of  the  unremunerative  price  to  which  sulphur  had 
fallen,  to  reopen  their  undertakings,  and  thus  throw  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  the  syndicate. 

The  export- duty  on  sulphur  hitherto  has  been  20  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  or,  say,  about  10s.  per  ton  (taking  the  average 
of  the  recent  low  prices) ;  but  from  October  1  it  will,  we 
understand,  be  %\d  (one  lira)  per  ton  only,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  sulphur-export  revenue,  which  has  yielded  about 
135,0002.  to  the  Italian  exchequer  lately,  will  be  lest. 
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Une  formation  of  the  Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Trust  ha9 
teen  officially  announced,  and  an  Italian  royal  decree  has 
been  published  giving  particulars  of  an  agreement  between 
the  Government  and  the  Trust  with  regard  to  the  payment 
of  certain  faxes.  The  most  important  question  now  is, 
therefore,  not  whether  the  Trust  is  likely  to  hi  formed,  bat 
how  it  will  work. 

The  Trust,  of  which  the  leading  financiers  are  Mr. 
Alexander  McComb  Chance,  of  Birmingham,  Biron  Oppen- 
heimer,  the  Paris  banker,  and  Commander  Florio,  of  the 
Florio-Kubattino  Steamship  Company  of  Palermo,  has  ob- 
tained control,  it  is  said,  of  95  per  cent,  of  the  Sicilian 
mines  at  present  in  operation  for  a  term  oE  five  years,  and 
the  English  output  has  also  been  brought  under  its  control. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  British  Consul  at  Palermo,  who 
refers  to  the  matter  in  a  report  which  has  just  been  issued, 
"the  only  remedy  for  the  present  sulphur- crisis  is  not  the 
removal  of  the  export- duty,  but  its  transmutation  into  a  tax 
on  the  working  of  the  sulphur-mines,  and,  above  all,  on  the 
output  of  the  mineral." 

That  view,  which  is  hardly  likely  to  be  acted  upon  at 
present,  appears  to  us  the  only  commonsense  one.  For 
what  are  the  facts  ?  Though  Sicily — apart  from  the  re- 
covered sulphur  produced  in  England,  which  cannot  be  com- 
pletely freed  from  impurities,  and  is,  therefore,  for  many 
purposes,  out  of  the  market  as  a  competitor  of  the  Sicilian 
product — is  practically  the  only  country  from  which  we 
draw  our  sulphur,  a  strong  all-round,  and  apparently  per- 
manent, advance  in  price  might  easily  open  other  sources  of 
supply.  Sulphur  is  one  of  the  most  plentifal  and  useful 
oE  minerals,  and  increased  means  of  cheap  communications 
may  bang  within  our  reach  markets,  such  as  Japan,  that 
were  formerly  practically  out  of  the  field.  But  the  present 
annual  output  of  sulphur  in  Sicily  alone  exceeds  the  esti- 
mated consumption  of  the  world  by  about  10  per  cent. 
According  to  the  Italian  Government  statistics,  the  average 
annual  output  of  sulphur  in  Sicily  has  of  late  years  been 
365.000  tons,  whereas  the  world's  requirements  of  Sicilian 
sulphur  are  only  332.000  tons  a  year  at  most,  with  a  ten- 
dency, moreover,  to  decrease.  It  follows  that  some 
33,000  tons  of  Sicilian  sulphur  accumulate  every  year,  and 
thus  the  producers  are  at  present  handicapped  in  their 
efforts  to  improve  the  price  by  an  existing  stock  of  some 
140,000  tons. 

Up  to  two  or  three  years  ago  the  number  of  sulphur-mines 
in  active  operation  in  Sicily  was  steadily  growing.  In 
1833,  for  inslanoe,  there  were  567  mines,  of  which  376 
were  in  exploitation ;  while  in  1893,  out  of  900  existing 
mines,  570  were  active.  The  condition  of  the  persons  (a 
large  percentage  of  them  children)  who  spend  their  wretched 
existence  in  mining  sulphur  in  Sicily  is  miserable  in  the 
extreme.  The  vast  majoiity  of  them  are  no  better  than 
slaves,  and  the  social  disturbancas  which  periodically  con- 
vulse Sicily  are  in  great  measure  due  to  the  desperate  state 
of  the  sulphur-miners. 

The  bulk  of  the  sulphur-exports  from  Sicily  are  shipped 
from  Porto  Empedocle,  better  known  as  Girgenti — 165,546 
tons  having  left  that  port  in  1894,  and  174,760  in  1895. 
Nearly  one  half  of  this  quantity  is  sent  to  the  United  States, 
and  about  one-fourth  to  France,  Britain  only  taking  the  third 
place  as  a  customer.  It  is  feared  by  those  best  qualified  to 
form  an  opinion  that  the  reduction  of  the  export- tax  referred 
to  above  will  have  the  effect  of  enabling  mines  that  are  now 
carried  on  wilh  a  small  profit,  or  with  none  at  all,  to  remain 
producers,  and  will  leid  to  the  re  opening  of  others  that  have 
be;n  shut  down  owing  to  the  market-p  ice  oE  the  art'cle  fall- 
ing Delow  the  co;t  of  production. 


THE   UNIVERSITIES   AND  COMMER- 
CIAL EDUCATION. 

Me.  James  Haysman,  whose  letter  appears  in  our  Corre- 
spondence columns,  is  a  pushing  politician  whose  metier  it  is 
to  discover  grievances.  But  it  is  a  very  good  one,  we  think, 
which  he  has  got  hold  of  in  regard  to  our  national  Univer- 
sities. Mr.  Stead  is  not  far  wrongin  insisting  that  thenecessity 
of  the  day,  in  view  of  the  growing  seriousness  of  foreign 
competition,  is  a  better  organised  and  a  more  widely  influential 
system  of  technical  and  commercial  education.  For  our  own 
part  we  are  inclined  to  attach  more  importance  to  thenecessity 
of  improved  commercial  education  for  the  middle-classes 
than  to  the  want  of  more  facilities  for  technical  education 
for  the  working-classes,  though  we  are  far  from  wishing  to 
pit  one  against  the  other.  All  over  the  country  the  supply 
of  technical  education  for  workers  is  at  least  equal  to  the 
demand.  The  opportunities  for  middle-class  youths  to  get  a 
really  sound  commercial  education  are  not  nearly  so 
abundant. 

Let  us  look  at  the  problem.    Germany,  we  are  assured,  is 
beating  us  in  a  number  of  markets ;  is  gaining  on  us  in 
nearly  all.    And  why  1    Her  natural  and  acquired  advant- 
ages are  certainly  no  better  than  ours,  nor  is  it  proved, 
nor   even    believed,    that   as    a   rule    the    quality  of 
German     work     is     better    than     ours.     There  is, 
however,  almost  universal  testimony  that  business — at  all 
events,  business  with  foreign  nations — is  conducted  with 
more  intelligence  and  pushed  with  more  vigour  by  German 
firms  than  it  is  by  British  houses.    We  are,  in  fact,  living  on 
our  reputation  ;  they  are  fighting  for  a  footing  ;  and  for  the 
latter  object  a  greater  proportion  of  energy  and  ability  is 
required  than  for  the  former.     What,  then,  does  this  point 
to?    Not  so  much  to  the  need  of  better  technical  education 
as  to  the  essential  importance  of  greater  capacity,  more 
attainments,  and  keener  intelligence  among  those  on  whom 
falls  the  direction  oE  mercantile  and  manufacturing  concerns. 
It  is  a  fact  that  the  heads  of  most  of  the  great  business 
firms  in  Germany,  and  the  heads  of  departments  in  those 
firms  also,  have  generally  had  a  University  education.    It  is 
a  fact,  too,  that  this  is  not  the  rule  in  this  country.    It  is, 
too,  a  farther  fact,  and  an  unfortunate  one,  that  a  University 
education  in  England  (distinguishing  England   from  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  moment)  is  not  at  present  likely  to, 
conduce  to  business  tact  and  efficiency.    What  we  want 
then,  is,  first,  that  University  education  should  be  made  more 
modern,  more  practical,  and  more  commercial  than  it  now 
is ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  middle-class  youths  of  our  country 
should  much  more  generally  than  they  do  get  the  benefit  of 
such  education,  a  training  which  would  fit  them  to  grapple 
better  with  the  changed  and  more  complicated  conditions  of 
modern  business  ;  a  fuller  knowledge  of  the  history,  habits, 
and  languages  of  other  nations  ;  an  apprehension  and  an  ap- 
preciation oE  the  scientific  methods  which  are  at  the  base 
of  all  successful  manufacture  nowadays.    For  this  end  our 
national  Universities  mu9t  be  made  onca  more  the  possession 
of  the  people,  not  the  mere  privilege  of  our  patricians  ;  the 
education  provided  must  be  suited  to  the  requirements  of 
the  student,  so  that  it  must  be  no  longer  the  reproach  or  the 
boast  of  our  ancient  seats  of  learning  that  they  are  guaran- 
teed to  unfit  a  man  for  a  business  career.    Mr.  Haysman 
outlines  judiciously,  it  seems  to  us,  the  nature  of  the  reforms 
needed,  and  he  points  to  the  startling,  if  not  appalling,  fact 
that  with  our  present  population  of  nearly  forty  millions, 
the  number  of  undergraduates  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge  (we 
suppose  he  refers  to  these  exclusively)  is  less  than  when 
o-ir  population  was  but  rive  mi. lions.    Tnafc  circumstance, 
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and  the  knowledge  of  the  enormous  endowments  diverted 
almost  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  the  classes  least  needing 
them,  should  be  made  familiar  to  all  until  the  necessity  of 
a  reform  is  obvious  to  the  nation. 


CHINESE    AND    INDIAN  OPIUM. 
Notes  which  have  been  published  during  the  past  year  have 
served  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  China  is  producing 
very  good  opium ;  and  we  are  now  beginning  to  feel  through 
the  yearly  reports  of  our  Chinese  Consuls,  what  that  may 
mean  for  Indian  Government  revenue.    Two  of  these  reports 
for  the  year  1895  are  before  us,  and  they  show  very  large 
decreases  in  the  importations  of   Indian   opiam.  Thus 
Canton,  which  bought  in  1834  no  less  than  799,842  lbs.  of  the 
different  kinds  of  Indian  opium,  imported  only  552,269  lbs.  in 
1895.   Oar  Consul  at  Wuhu  shows  a  somewhat  more  cheering 
report,  the  decrease  haviDg  been  from  385,746  lbs.  in  1894  to 
336,533  lbs.  in  1895,  and  he  explains  that  the  sterling  value 
of  the  opium  was  14,413^.  greater,  prices  having  been  higher 
last  year.    The  same  obtained  at  Canton,  and  [the  Consul 
there  remarks  that  the  shrinkage  in  the  impoits  was  hastened 
by  the  rise  in  piices.    The  statistics  show  that  the  arrivals 
of  Malwa  opium  in  Canton  have  fallen  50  per  cent,  since 
1891 ;  of  Patna  nearly  a^  much  ;  while  Benares  has  declined 
two-thirds.     Yunnan,  Kwangsi,  and  Szechuan  supply  the 
bulk  of  the  native  drug,  which  is  frequently  mixed  with  the 
doubly-expensive  Indian  article ;  buc  of  late  years  an  attempt  J 
has  been  made  to  grow  opium  in  Canton,  and  at  present  its  | 
production  is  very  limited  and  confined  to  one  district — 
Hok-shan,    The  amount  of  native  opium  consumed  in 
Kwangtung  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained,  as  most  of  the 
supply  comes  overland ;  but  in  Canton  it  is  estimated  at  40 
per  cent,  of  the  Indian  importation.     The  Canton  likin 
office  stated  officially  that  some  400,000  lbs.  of  Yunnan 
opium  would  probably  be  passed  this  year,  and  to  this  figure 
should  be  added  the  amount  that  evades  that  office  or  is  cot 
reported.    Yunnan  opium,  it  maybe  stated,1  contains  about 
10  per  cent,  of  morphine,  and  ranks  second  amongst  the 
Chinese  opiums  in  flavour.    It  is  in  the  latter  characteristic 
that  the  drag  falls  short  for  smoking-purposes,  but  with 
increased  care  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  improved  ;  and 
there  is  evidence  of  success  in  that  direction  in  the  Wuhu 
Consul's  report,  where  it  is  stated  that  the  falling- off  in 
Indian  opium  was  counterbalanced  by  a  large  increase  in 
the  imports  of  native,  chiefly  from  the  province  of  Szechuan, 
20,210  lbs.  having  been  imported  during  1895,  as  against 
9,441  lbs.  in  1894.    "  Thi3  was  in  part  due,"  remarks  the 
Consul,  "  to  the  rise  in  value  of  the  foreign  drag  which 
compelled  many  smokers  to  have  recourse  to  the  cheaper 
native  article,  and  in  part  to  the  ever-increasing  improve- 
ment in  the  quality  of  the  native  opium."    It  is  apparent 
from  these  remarks  that  the  future  of  Chinese  opium  is 
as  brilliant  as  that  of  the  Indian  drug  is  gloomy,  and  the 
only  hope  of  encouragement  for  the  latter  is  in  the  abolition 
of  the  Indian  opium-  tax  which  is  killing  the  industry.  There 
are  social  and  political  considerations  attached  to  this 
proposal,  the  discussion  of  which  would  be  out  of  place  in 
this  journal ;  but  it  is  well  to  note  that  if  Indian  opiam  is 
to  get  into  other  markets  than  the  Chinese  it  must  be 
free  from  the  Indian  duty,  and  that  is  equivalent  to  putting 
it  on  the  Chinese  market  at  about  the  same  price  as  the 
native  drug,  with  the  result  that  there  would  be  an  increased 
demand  for  it,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  smokers  prefer  it. 
This  is,  however,  the  very  thing  that  the  home  Government 
is  urged  to  prevent,  so  that  we  must  be  prepared  to  rank 
poppy-cultivation  in  India  with  the  manufacture  of  indigo — 
viz  ,  as  a  dying  industry. 


THE  HONOURABLE  PROFESSION  OF  MEDICINE. 

A  notice  appears  in  the  British  Medical  Journal  from 
which  we  extract  the  following : — "  Dr.  Bird  will  be  glad  -'f 
any  gentlemen  who  did  not  pay  for  their  dinner  will  be  good 
enough  to  remit  to  him  at  8  Brunswick  Street,  Carlisle, 
1  guinea  or  15s.  as  the  case  may  be." 

SARAH'S  SOOTHER. 

The  following,  according  to  the  Practitioner,  is  the  formula 
of  a  "  rejuvenator  "  from  which  Mme.  Sarah  Bernhardt  is 
said  to  get  unfailing  refreshment.  It  is  a  liquid  in  which 
she  is  bathed  from  head  to  foot — an  eau  sedative  Madame 
Bernhardt  calls  it.  The  prescription  is  as  follows:— Two 
ounces  of  spirit  of  "ammonia,  two  ounces  of  spirit  of  camphor, 
one  cap  and  a  half  of  sea-salt,  two  cups  of  alcohol.  Put  all 
into  a  quart  bottle,  and  fill  with  boiling  water.  Shake  before 
usiDg.  The  body  is  bathed  with  a  soft  sponge  dipped  in  the 
undiluted  liquid,  and  dried  with  the  slight  friction  of  a 
smooth  towel.  After  the  bath  the  stiffness  and  soreness  of 
fatigue  are  all  gone,  the  circulation  is  stimulated,  and  a 
gentle  languor  is  induced,  followed  by  a  desire  to  sleep. 

THE  JUDGE  ON  THE  ANALYSTS. 
At  the  Birmingham  Assizes  last  week,  in  giving  judgment 
in  a  case  concerning  the  pollution  of  a  pool,  Mr.  Justice  Wills 
said  the  case  bad  been  rendered  difficult  by  the  evidence, 
Until  professional  gentlemen  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  better  and  more  respectable  for  scientific  witnesses  not 
to  make  partisans  of  themselves,  but  to  treat  the  matter 
fairly  and  without  exaggeration,  neither  judge  nor  jury 
would  be  able  to  derive  much  assistance  from  them.  The 
evidence  of  Dr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Jones  was  absolutely  irrecon- 
cilable in  regard  to  matters  upon  which  one  would  have 
thought  that  educated  gentlemen  brought  up  to  the  profes- 
sion of  public  analysts  ought  not  to  differ.  He  discarded 
the  scientific  evidence. 

AFTER  MANY  DAYS. 
The  Jubilee  of  the  Chemical  Society  was  held  in  February, 
1891.  The  report  of  the  proceedings  reaches  us  in  the  middle 
of  this  month  of  August,  1896.  It  contains,  besides  the 
record  of  the  proceedings,  a  peculiarly  uninteresting  account 
of  "  The  History  and  Development  of  the  Society."  We  do 
not  know  exactly  what  is  the  distinction  in  the  minds  of  the 
editors  between  the  history  and  the  development,  but  readers 
must  not  too  closely  criticise  a  work  performed  so  hurriedly. 
The  "  history  "  contains  numerous  details  such  as  these  :— 

"  In  1883,  during  the  recess,  the  apartments  were  cleaned 
and  re-decorated,  at  considerable  expense."  "  At  the  same 
time  [1892]  additional  shelving  was  provided  in  the  library, 
and  the  rooms  were  re-decorated  throughout." 

One  of  the  illustrations  is  a  large  folded  sheet,  bearing  the 
plan  of  the  tables  at  the  Jubilee  dinner.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  a  few  individuals  to  show  how  near  they  sat  at 
the  dinner  to  the  "  Most  Honourable  the  Marquis  of  Salis- 
bury, K  G.,"  but  a  scientific  society  should  be  indifferent  to 
such  twaddle.  The  portrait  of  Thomas  Graham,  the  first 
President  of  the  Society,  appears  as  a  frontispiece,  but 
though  a  complete  collection  of  photographs  of  the  Presidents 
was  made  at  the  time  of  the  Jubilee,  there  is  no  otter 
portrait  in  the  book.  A  reproduction  of  the  likenesses 
referred  to  would  have  been  an  appropriate  and  an  interest- 
ing souvenir,  for  which  we  could  have  spared  the  menu  of 
the  dinner,  to  which  one  page  is  devoted.  We  are  much 
surprised  that  the  Chemical  Society  should  have  been 
satisfied  to  issue  such  a  miserable  memorial  of  a  really 
interesting  event, 

DOCTORS  NEED  MORE  PAY. 

Dr.  D.  W.  Samways,  M.D.  Cambridge  and  Paris, 
D. Sc. London,  of  Mentone,  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  doctors 
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are  a  poorly-psid  class  of  men,  and  he  gives  his  reason  why 
in  last  week's  Lancet : — 

By  our  fancy  for  prescription-writing,  he  says,  we  teach 
other  people  low  to  care  our  patients  and  then  cry  for  what 
we  have  thrown  away.  In  France,  where  the  medical  man 
is  not  permitted  by  law  to  do  more  than  write  a  pre- 
sciiption,  the  evil  is  still  more  acute.  The  average  French- 
man realises  tbat  he  gets  his  remedy  from  the  diuggist,  and 
as  far  as  possible  goes  to  him  direct  to  avoid  two  bills.  The 
better  the  medical  man  and  the  more  useful  the  prescription 
the  less  is  the  chance  of  the  patient's  returning,  though  the 
diuggist  may  see  him  frequently  for  months.  A  year  or 
two's  residence  in  France  has  convinced  Dr.  Samways  that  the 
position  of  the  druggist  is  there  far  more  tempting  financially 
than  that  of  the  practitioner.  Inasmuch  as  a  medical  man 
needs  a  social  as  well  as  a  medical  education,  it  is  very 
important  that  a  medical  career  should  still  remain 
sufficiently  attractive  financially  to  appeal  to  the  youths  of 
our  own  better- class  families.  While  English  invalids 
armed  with  one  another's  prescriptions  are  treating  them- 
selves, medical  men  who  miss  their  visits  had  better  pass 
their  fpare  time  reconsidering  the  wisdom  of  teaching 
patients  to  go  elsewhere.  If  prescriptions  were  sent  by  the 
medical  man  direct  to  the  druggist  and  kept  back  by  him 
patients  would  be  better  treated  and  less  perverse,  the 
medical  man  would  be  more  often  visited  and  be  more  in 
touch  with  his  patients,  and  the  druggist  would  again  become 
a  disperser,  as  he  was  meant  to  be. 

Such  opinions  as  these  are  not  uncommon  in  medical 
ranks,  and  the  educated  men  who  advance  tbem  do  not 
appear  to  think  that  the  persons  from  whom  the  money  is 
to  be  extracted  may  have  feelings  about  coercion,  which,  if 
expressed,  would  be  awkward  for  a  doctor  to  listen  to. 

A  REMARKABLE  TRIO. 
The  Dutch  Government,  like  the  English,  refases  to 
schedule  carbolic  acid  as  a  poison.  In  consequence,  the 
apothecaries  of  Holland  have  lately  sent  to  the  Dutch 
physicians,  as  well  as  to  each  pharmacy,  the  following 
notice :—"  As  our  legislators  have  neglected  to  enter  phenol 
upon  the  list  of  poisons,  and  any  person  can  buy  carbolic 
acid  without  restriction,  said  acid  being  known  to  every 
layman ;  therefore,  in  view  of  the  danger  consequent  upon 
its  unrestricted  sale,  we  suggest  earnestly  that  concentrated 
carbolic  acid  be  not  dispensed  at  all  except  upon  the  pre- 
scription of  the  physician,  and  that  the  only  kind  of  car- 
bolic acid  sold  to  the  public  be  a  5  per-cent.  solution."  The 
Bulletin  of  Pharmacy  adds  that  there  is  also  no  restriction 
on  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  in  the  United  States. 

CONVICT  PHARMACISTS. 
In  a  resent  is3ue  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Era  there  is  a 
readable  paper  by  Mr.  Harry  B.  Mason,  Ph.  G ,  giviDg  an 
account  of  his  experience  as  pharmacist  in  one  of  the  U  S. 
prisons.  Mr.  Mason  was  not  a  convict,  but  a  salaried  officer 
with  a  suite  of  two  rooms  all  to  himself  and  a  convict  to  do 
cleaning  and  the  like.  These  conditions  do  not  apply  to 
U  S.  prisons  generally.  In  most  of  them,  Mr.  Mason  says, 
"  the  pharmacist  is  a  convict.  Among  the  prisoners  are 
generally  one  or  more  pharmacists,  more  or  less  competent, 
as  there  are  men  of  other  professions.  But,  however  com- 
petent as  a  pharmacist  a  convict  might  be,  it  is  rather  too 
much  to  place  in  his  hands  such  weapons  as  a  dispensary 
affords.  The  temptation  is  too  great  for  him.  The  prison 
officers  are  hardly  prepared  to  treat  him  violently,  even 
should  occasion  demand,  for  fear  of  arousing  his  resent- 
ment. The  possibility  of  incalculable  disaster  lies  within 
his  power,  should  he  hunger  after  revenge  enough  to  dis- 
regard the  consequences.  He  must  be  trusted  and  he  is 
always  feared.  And  when  a  convict  knows  he  is  feared  it 
is  exactly  with  him  as  with  a  horse  who  knows  that  his 
driver  is  afraid  of  him."  We  gather  from  the  paper  that 
the  treatment  of  non- convict  pharmacists  in  American 


prisons  is  better  than  in  England,  being  more  akin  to  that 
meted  out  to  dispensers  in  the  leading  hospitals.  Has  there 
been  any  improvement  in  the  lot  of  English  prison  dispensers 
lately  ?  A  few  years  ago  we  had  to  note  that  they  were 
treated  somewhat  scurvily. 

THE  SALE  OF  CINCHONIDINE. 
A  feature  of  the  drug-market,  which  would  probably  have 
passed  unnoticed  in  more  stirring  times,  has  been  the  im- 
provement in  the  price  of  cinchonidine.  Not  many  months 
ago  that  cinchona  salt  was  quite  neglected,  and  might  easily 
be  purchased,  in  a  wholesale  way,  at  l\d.  per  cz.  Now 
the  quotation  stands  at  double  that  figure,  which  is  still  low 
compared  with  the  current  price  of  sulphate  of  quinine.  The 
reason  of  the  increase  in  the  price  of  cinchonidine  lies  in  a 
diminished  supply  rather  than  an  increased  demand.  The 
chief  source  from  which  cinchonidine  has  been  obtained  in 
the  past  was  the  red  bark  from  British  India  and  Ceylon, 
which  contained  the  alkaloid  in  proportions  large  enough  to 
make  its  recovery  a  paying  business.  The  red  barks  from 
Java  also  contain  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  alkaloid, 
but  t he  Ledgeriana  and  Officinalis  barks  from  that  island, 
which  form  the  great  bulk  of  the  present  supply  of  manu- 
facturing-bark, have  not  enough  cinchonidine  to  make  its 
extraction  pay.  Oa  that  account  the  manufacture  has  been 
practically  suspended  for  a  long  time,  and  a  slight  revival 
in  the  demand  has  found  manufacturers  and  second-hand 
holders  almost  denuded  of  the  wherewithal  to  fill  orders. 
The  Oil,  Paint,  and  Drug  Reporter,  in  commenting  upon 
the  decline  of  lha  cinchonidine -trade  ("  cinchonidia,"  they 
still  call  it  in  America),  ascribes  the  pre-  eminent  position  of 
quinine  over  the  other  cinchona  alkaloids  as  a  febrifuge  to 
the  circumstance  that  "  quinine  was  the  first  of  the  alkaloids 
discovered,  hence  appealed  more  stronglj  to  the  manufactur- 
ing chemist  as  a  means  of  profit."  This  is  not  quite  correct, 
for,  though  quinine  had  been  discovered  many  years  before, 
Pasteur,  in  3853,  demonstrated  that  what  was  then  called 
quinidine  really  consisted  of  two  alkaloids— one  of  which  he 
called  cinchonidine— the  first  cinchona  alkaloid  isolated 
was  not  quinine  but  cinchonine.  The  matter  is  not  of 
much  importance,  however.  The  chief  demand  for  cin- 
chonidine has  always  been  from  the  United  States,  where 
it  was  popularised  twenty  years  ago  by  Messrs.  Powers 
&  Weightman,  and  whither  the  bulk  of  the  English  and 
German  production  ha3  found  its  way  ever  since. 
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{ax  Win*  forty  $«. 

By  C.  H.  Southwell,  Ph.C,  F.R.M  S.,  Pablic  Analyst, 
District  Agricultural  Analyst. 


A [REFERENCE  to  the  sketch  will  make  clear  the  con- 
%  struction  and  modus  operandi  of  my  condenser.  The 
condensing-worm  commences  at  C  and  terminates  at  B, 
forming  a  spiral  round  the  interior  of  the  funnel-shaped 


copper  vessel  d,  which  is  filled  with  broken  ice.  As  the  ice 
melts  the  water  accumulates  until  it  reaches  the  bend  in  the 
syphon  A,  when  it  runs  off,  leaving  the  ice.  For  downward 
condensation  the  retort  should  be  attached  at  C.  For  fat- 
extraction  I  have  found  the  apparatus  most  effective.  The 
"  soxhlet "  should  be  attached  at  b.  When  well  supplied 
with  ice  no  escape  of  ether  takes  place.  The  whole  apparatus 
can  be  suspended  in  the  ring  of  a  retort-stand.  The  con- 
denser can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Griffin  &  Son,  Garrick 
Street,  Covent  Garden. 


Foe  Making  the  Deaf  to  Heak. 


MR.  BERTRAM  THORNTON,  L.R.C.P.  Lond ,  M.R.C.S., 
of  Margate,  communicates  an  interesting  article  to  the 
Lancet  on  the  use  of  the  telephone  by  deaf  mutes.  He  has 
been  experimenting  with  the  instrument  for  two  years,  and 
with  such  satisfactory  results  that  he  now  recommends  the 
use  of  a  telephone  by  all  persons  who  are  hard  of  hearing. 
The  investigations,  carried  out  with  the  assistance  of  Dr. 
Elliott  at  the  Margate  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  showed  that 
the  telephone  promised  to  be  of  material  assistance  in  at 
least  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  of  the  children.  For  some 
years  an  excellent  modification  of  the  ordinary  binaural 
stethoscope  with  a  metal  bell-shaped  mouthpiece  has  been 


used  at  the  Margate  Asylum  for  all  children  with  any  useful 
degree  of  hearing ;  this  instrument  was  specially  devised  by 
Mr.  Golding-Bird,  the  consulting  surgeon  to  the  asylum. 
In  using  this  contrivance  it  is  necessary  for  the  mouth  of 
the  speaker  to  be  almost  in  contact  with  the  bell-shaped 
mouthpiece.  With  the  ordinary  speaking  tubes  and  trumpets 
it  is  also  essential  that  the  mouth  of  the  speaker  should  be 
directed  into,  and  closely  applied  to,  the  orifice  of  the  in- 
strument ;  but  the  effort  of  keeping  the  mouth  applied 
immediately  to  the  mouth  of  the  tube  or  trumpet  prevents 
the  hearer  from  witnessing  the  movements  of  the  lips  and 
general  expression  of  the  speaker — a  most  important  con- 
sideration with  deaf  people.  Mr.  Thornton  finds  that  with 
the  telephone  which  he  has  devised  the  speaker  may  keep 
his  mouth  6  inches  cr  more  from  the  mouthpiece ;  indeed, 
at  a  distance  of  2  to  3  inches  the  voice  has  been  found  ex- 
cessively load  and  distressing  to  some  deaf  mutes. 

The  first  illustration  shows  the  instrument  in  use,  but  the 


transmitter  would  usually  be  held  in  the  hand,  detached 
from  its  base.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  speaker's  mouth 
to  b3  so  close  to  the  instrument  as  shown  in  the  sketch. 
The  second  illustration  is  a  larger  sketch  of  the  instrument, 


and  shows  the  case  with  three  dry  cells,  wires,  and  connecting- 
plug,  the  receiver  lying  down,  and  the  transmitter  standing 
up  on  its  detachable  stand. 

As  illustrating  the  utility  of  the  instrument  Mr.  Thornton 
mentions  the  case  of  a  young  woman  with  nerve  deafness  so 
extreme  that  it  was  necessary  to  speak  at  the  top  of  one's 
voice  within  2  or  3  inches  of  her  ear  to  enable  her  to  hear, 
but  with  the  telephone  he  was  able  to  converse  in  a  subdued 
voice  with  his  mouth  26  inches  away  from  the  transmitter. 
A  man  with  a  similar  degree  of  deafness  was  able  to  hear  his 
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wife  and  Mr.  Thornton  conversing  with  bim  in  tones  hardly 
raised  above  a  whisper,  the  speakers  being  inside  a  room  atd 
the  man  ou.  ide  with  the  door  shut. 

In  addition  to  much  kind  help  from  Mr.  Max  Binswanger 
of  the  General  Electric  Company  Mr.  Thornton  received 
valuable  assistance  in  devising  the  telephone  from  Messrs. 
S.  Maw,  Son,  and  Thompson,  who  have  skilfully  carried  out 
his  suggestions  as  regards  providing  the  instrument  with  ap- 
propriately-shaped handles,  dry-cell  battery,  and  case.  Messrs. 
Maw  will  be  glad  to  show  the  appaiatns  to  anyone  interested 
in  the  matter.  The  cost  of  the  instrument  will  place  it 
within  the  power  of  purchase  of  persons  of  moderate  means. 
It  will  be  suited  to  the  more  stationary  requirements  of  the 
domestic  hearth  and  the  dinner  table ;  in  the  church, 
theatre,  or  in  couit3  of  justice  it  could  be  easily  fitted  up  at 
trifling  expense  for  the  convenience  of  persons  with  defec- 
tive hearing.  Dr.  Benson  of  Maida  Vale  has  suggested  that 
"  Lamprophone  "  (Aa/j.vp6s,  clear  ;  <paifri,  voice)  would  be  an 
appropriate  name  in  the  event  of  the  instrument  proving 
itself  to  possess  sufficient  practical  utility  to  warrant  it 
requiring  a  special  term  to  describe  it. 


By  Percy    A.    B.   Richaeds,    F.I.C.,  Demonstrator  of 
Chemistry  and  Public  Health,  Charing  Cross,  Hospital. 


AS  aluminium  ia  now  so  extensively  nsed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  various  instruments  I  think  the  following 
facts  are  of  interest. 

I  was  using  an  aluminium  spatula  the  other  day  for  trans- 
ferring small  portions  of  different  powders  to  test-tubes,  and 
having  wiped  it  clean  had  laid  it  down.  In  a  few  minutes' 
time  I  noticed  it  had  become  covered  with  what  closely 
resembled  a  white  growth,  and  although  I  removed  this  it 
formed  once  more.  When  carefully  examined  this  white 
deposit  was  seen  to  consist  of  a  brush-like  mass  of  filaments 
radiating  in  a'l  directions,  not  unlike  hypbse  of  a  vegetable 
growth,  standing  erect  on  the  flat  surface  of  the  blade.  This 
continued  to  grow  quite  visibly,  but  at  length  over-balanced 
and  crumbled  to  a  bulky  white  powder,  which  qualitative 
analysis  proved  to  consist  of  alumina.  A  few  experiments 
soon  indicated  that  mercuric  iodide  had  been  the  initial 
cause  of  this,  as  this  substance  at  once  produced  a  similar 
result  with  another  piece  of  aluminium.  I  next  tried  various 
salts  of  mercury,  including  the  two  chlorides,  the  nitrate, 
sulphate,  and  oxide,  and  found  that  they  all  had  more 
or  less  the  same  effect.  Indeed,  a  minute  globule  of  the 
metal  was  sufficient  to  start  the  "  growth."  The  reason  of 
this  curious  action  would  seem  to  be  that  mercury  is 
deposited  in  the  metallic  condition  on  the  aluminium  forming 
an  amalgam,  which  at  once  acts  on  the  moisture  present  in 
the  air  or  on  the  surface  of  the  metal  to  form  alumina  and 
liberate  hydrogen.  The  mercury  being  again  set  free  by  this 
reaction  once  more  attacks  the  aluminium,  thereby  prolonging 
and  increasing  the  action  indefinitely.  A  small  strip  of  this 
metal,  weighing  |  gramme,  was  left  in  contact  with  powdered 
mercuric  chloride  for  about  a  couple  of  minutes,  then  well 
washed  and  dried  with  a  cloth.  Action  at  once  proceeded, 
and  after  an  hour  the  aluminium  was  again  thoroughly 
washed,  dried,  and  then  weighed.  The  loss  in  this  interval 
of  time  amounted  to  a  little  over  8  per  cent,  of  the  total 
weight ;  in  fact,  the  strip  had  been  perforated  in  several 
places.  The  action  is  so  curious  as  to  be  well  worth  repeat- 
ing by  any  of  those  interested. — Lancet. 


Russian  Peppermint  Oil. — At  the  recent  hygienic 
exhibition  at  Warsaw,  one  of  the  principal  shows  was  that 
of  peppermint  herb  and  oil  of  p9ppermint  grown  and 
distilled  in  Poland  by  a  firm  who  started  a  factory  there  four 
years  ago,  on  the  model,  it  is  said,  of  the  works  of  Messrs.  J. 
Jakson  &  Co.,  of  Mitcham.  The  works  last  year  produced 
about  2,000  lbs.  of  peppermint  oil,  of  which  two-thirds  were 
said  to  be  of  prime  quality.  No  fewer  than  100  people  are 
employed  in  connection  with  the  factory. 


^onboit  grucj;  Statistics, 


The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  movement  of  some  of 
the  leading  drugs  in  the  London  public  warehouses  in  the 
course  of  the  first  seven  months  of  1896  and  1895— 
January  1  to  July  31.  The  statistics  are  supplied  by 
the  warehouses  in  question,  and  their  accuracy  cannot  be 
guaranteed.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  certain  warehouses 
refuse  to  supply  returns,  and  that  several  figures,  notably 
those  relating  to  oils  of  star-anise  and  cassia  and  to  camphor, 
are  therefore  incomplete. 


Stocks 

Imported 

Delivered 

Article 

1896 

1895 

1896 

1895 

1898 

loDU 

Aloes  ...os,  &c. 

4,0ol 

4.880 

1,406 

2,281 

1.154 

2,207 

2,798 

492 

425 

228 

413 

1 

41 

44 

104 

Arrowroot  . . .  .brls 

16,173 

17,666 

12,014 

18,402 

9,490 

10,756 

„       bxs  &  tins 

2,049 

1,896 

816 

1,138 

826 

1,608 

Balsams  (all  Medi- 

cinal) . . .  .cks,  &c. 

711 

1,831 

4ji9 

1,59b 

1,081 

1,121 

10 

31 

— 

313 

532 

15 

222 

924 

732 

14,672 

4,765 

4,668 

5,585 

6,269 

5,120 

Cardamoms  . .  cs,  &c. 

606 

1,&DU 

1,795 

1,756 

Cinchona-bark : — 

S.  American  . .  cs 

56 

62 

2 

2 

„      bis,  &c. 

15,157 

18,128 

1,7od 

3,333 

3,878 

5,236 

E.I.,  Ceylon,   (  cs 

260 

OUD 

1  Rd 
lo^r 

211 

194 

96 

and  Java    1  bis 

8,867 

10,842 

11,668 

o,you 

11.972 

9,903 

Oocculus  Ind.  . .  bgs 

83 

180 

147 

90 

155 

104 

Cream  of  Tartar  cks 

5 

9 

17 

9 

17 

320 

OS 

345 

108 

240 

2  077 

2,203 

1,456 

852 

1,091 

1,431 

Dragon's  Blood  . .  cs 

154 

213 

111 

183 

133 

157 

Galls,  China,  &c.  „ 

1,226 

(04 

1,429 

1,156 

710 

849 

Trky.  &Prsn.  bgs 

7,976 

7,169 

5,809 

4,699 

2,790 

4,805 

824 

848 

2,850 

4,267 

2,766 

3,889 

Gums — 

Ammoniacum  pgs 

45 

149 

■  9 

173 

43 

99 

Animi  &  Copal 

14,418 

11,753 

17,856 

14,420 

12,146 

12,414 

Acacia       •  • 

14,744 

13,129 

17,477 

13,818 

13,649 

11,144 

Asafceti&a  ..  „ 

580 

910 

736 

1,611 

919 

874 

Benzoin  .... 

2.562 

2.176 

2,964 

2,539 

1.910 

2,089 

2,626 

3,011 

4,836 

5,895 

4,315 

5,931 

Galbanum  . .  „ 

2 

2 

~~ 

— 

9 

Gamboge   . .  „ 

203 

194 

263 

175 

219 

189 

Guaiacum  .  •  „ 

52 

83 

67 

58 

72 

91 

21 

18 

13 

20 

6 

19 

Kowrie..fcns  (net) 

920 

2,138 

l,4d6 

1,836 

2,012 

1,889 

Mastich  ....  pkgs 

16 

17 

21 

26 

4 

644 

464 

360 

374 

261 

391 

Olibanum  . .  „ 

3,721 

4,650 

5,319 

5,863 

3,651 

4,084 

Sandarach  ..  „ 

381 

620 

690 

690 

571 

823 

Tragacanth 

4,756 

4,900 

6,270 

5,376 

3,493 

4,223 

Guttapercha  . . .  .tns 

1,868 

2,356 

752 

1,048 

967 

620 

Indiarubber,  E.I.  .. 

141 

183 

371 

478 

420 

477 

81 

42 

97 

209 

64 

248 

S.  American  .... 

137 

66 

220 

157 

169 

152 

85 

164 

199 

189 

247 

182 

Ipecacuanha  (Rio) 

649 

321 

pkgs 

408 

416 

497 

538 

Other  kinds  ,, 

15 

18 

88 

79 

117 

153 

332 

308 

323 

356 

243 

237 

2,741 

2,900 

53 

12 

Nux  Vomica  ..pkgs 

576 

1,405 

340 

1,851 

862 

1,348 

Oils- 

60 

216 

25 

389 

95 

229 

24 

66 

35 

44 

41 

112 

99 

78 

626 

247 

608 

251 

1,110 

1,234 

1,216 

1,125 

1,191 

1,435 

Cocoa-nut  . . . .tns 

274 

1,351 

1,053 

2,752 

1,523 

2,169 

Olive  cks,  &c. 

1,281 

847 

2,141 

1,213 

1,305 

1,457 

13 

8 

48 

46 

44 

43 

Quinine  salts  ..lbs. 

104,725 

138,595 

435 

914 

256 

893 

744 

1,134 

Safflower  ..bis,  &c. 

176 

134 

141 

17 

44 

30 

Sarsaparilla   bis 

323 

372 

637 

801 

680 

768 

945 

1,536 

1,208 

1,586 

2,860 

2,411 

Shellac,  Orange  . .  cs 

26,512 

12,701 

35,070 

16,180 

22,246 

16,385 

7,185 

9,373 

6,046 

13,213 

4,744 

5,634 

6,956 

4,141 

7,353 

6,6(9 

6,525 

6,459 

40.653 

26,215 

48.469 

36,002 

33.515 

28,478 

3,407 

1,194 

5,601 

3,203 

2,693 

2,384 
J  89 

Turmeric,Bengl.  tils 

634 

348 

71 

168 

193 

Other  kinds  . .  „ 

472 

546 

68 

391 

234 

362 

1,106 

894 

139 

559 

427 

551 

Vermilion  .  ,chts,&c. 

7 

17 

17 

13 

26 

12 

Wax  (bees')  bls&sns 

823 

1,036 

1,455 

2,709 

1,828 

2,049 

„        cks  &  cs 

1,445 

1,304 

1,940 

3,023 

1,535 

2,365 

„   (Japan)  cs,  &c. 

9d 

1,011 

111 

407 

483 

364 
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ftrafce  "Reports* 


42  CANNON"  STBBET,  E.G.,  Auguit  20. 

BUSINESS  generally  is  very  quiet,  as  is  only  to  be  expected 
daring  this  holiday  month.  To-day's  drag-sales  ware 
rather  heavier  than  of  late,  but  the  balk  of  space  at  the 
warehouses  was  taken  up  by  gum  benzoin  and  aloes. 
Glycerine  is  very  firm  and  dearer  for  the  principal  German 
brand.  Quinine  is  lower  for  all  brands  ;  this  is  said  to 
be  the  result  of  the  establishment  of  a  quinine 
factory  in  Java;  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  that 
a  drop  of  Id.  per  oz,  will  crush  this  competi- 
tion. Permanganate  of  potash  is  scarce  for  immediate 
delivery,  although  contracts  could  be  booked  at  the  old 
rates.  Vanilla  has  again  advanced  considerably.  Car- 
damoms firm,  at  an  advance  of  5d.  to  6d.  par  lb.  Gamboge 
lower.  Jamaica  beeswax  steady.  For  ipecacuanha  there 
is  an  entire  absence  of  demand,  and  also  for  rhubarb. 
Dragon's-blood  has  sold  at  slightly  easier  rates  for  fine. 
Cascara  sagrada  is  offered  cheaply  to  arrive.  Senega  seems 
to  be  tending  firmer.  Quicksilver  rather  easier  from  second 
hands.  Shellac  lower.  Camphor  quiet  and  unchanged. 
Citronella  oil  is  still  tending  lower.  Aniseed  and  cassia  oils 
very  firm.  Ambergris  seems  in  a  strong  position.  Turpentine 
shows  a  flat  market,  with  prices  tending  lower.  American, 
on  the  spot,  is  quoted  at  18s.  9d. ;  September-December 
shipment,  18s.  10^d.    Bank  rate  unchanged,  at  2  per  cent. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  cables  as  follows  on  Thurs- 
day :  — "A  nnatto- seeds  are  becoming  scarce,  and  are  no  w^quoted 
New  York  ^  7f  o.  per  lb.  Curacao  aloes  is  still  arriving 
Cablegram.  in  larger  quantity  than  can  be  absorbed,  and 
2^0.  would  now  be  accepted.  Balsam  of  copaiba  is  in  a 
strong  position :  Angostura  balsam  is  selling  at  38c 
Cascara  is  easier  at  3§c.  Senega  is  a  short  crop,  and  is 
advancing.  Oil  of  peppermint  leaves  off  weak.  There  has 
been  a  fall  of  3c.  in  Sulphate  of  quinine." 


Another  Ceylon  citronella  suit  has  been  added  to  the  two 
mentioned  in  our  last  issue,  Messrs.  Clarke,  Spence  &  Co., 
of  Colombo,  being  the  plaintiffs,  and  D.  C. 
citronella  Wickremesooriya,  of  Matara,  the  defendant. 
Disputes.  Plaintiffs  claim  7,110rs.  for  breach  of  agree- 
ment. They  say  that  defendant  had  under- 
taken to  deliver  to  them  at  their  stores  at  Galle,  by  the  end 
of  October,  1895,  thirty  drums,  each  containing  not  less  than 
775  lbs.  of  citronella  oil  net,  as  per  sample,  at  the  price  of 
92c.  per  22  oz ,  each  22  oz.  being;  equal  to  a  bottle.  This 
term,  it  is  alleged,  expired  on  October  31,  1895,  plaintiffs 
having  advanced  to  defendant  about  6.315rs.  against  the 
delivery.  The  defendant  delivered  only  eight  drums  of  oil, 
of  the  value  of  4,165rs.,  and  thereby  became  liable  for  the 
difference  in  value  between  the  contract  rate  and  the  ruling 
market  value,  such  value  being  on  October  31,  1895,  132rs. 
per  22-oz.  bottle.  Between  the  value  of  oil  supplied  and 
the  said  sum  advanced  the  plaintiffs  have  overpaid  the 
defendant  the  sum  of  2,14992rs. 


Acbtanilide  has  been  further  advanced  by  some  of  the 
manufacturers,  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.  being  now  quoted  for  large 
wholesale  quantities. 

Acid  (Cerysophanic).— Small  lots  of  guaranteed  pure 
are  being  offered  at  23s.  per  lb.  Goa  powder:  A  parcel  of 
fair  quality  has  just  arrived,  but  the  price  asked  is  extremely 
high. 

Aconitine  has  been  advanced  in  price  by  some  of  the 
makers,  pure  B  P.  quality  in  crystals  beiDg  quotad  at  Ms  ; 
Amorphous,  at  16s.  3d.  per  oz  ;  Hgdrochlorate  ia  crystals 
offers  at  10^d.  per  gramme  for  1-gramme  tubas.  Nitrate,  at 
from  10hd.  to  Is  per  gramme. 


Aloes. — Thirty-one  cases  Cape  were  offered  at  the 
drug-sales  to-day,  but  the  demand  was  slow  at  reduced 
prices.  Fine  hard  bright  is  held  for  24s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  while 
drossy  and  softish  sold  at  18s.  to  21s.  per  cwt.  Curacao 
aloes :  249  boxes  were  offerad.  The  good  livery  portion  was 
held  for  30s.  per  cwt.,  while  the  capey  sold  at  14s.  6d.  to  19s. 
per  cwt.  Socotrine,  in  kegs,  is  very  firmly  held,  stock  being 
considerably  reduced.  Ten  kegs  good  quality  sold  at  80s.  per 
cwt.,  at  which  the  remainder  is  firmly  held. 

Ambergris. — There  are  buyers  of  fine  quality,  and  stocks 
seem  to  be  firmly  held. 

Ammoniacum  — Very  quiet.  Three  cases  broken  block 
and  drop  were  held  for  47s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Asafcetida  Holders  remain  very  firm,  as  it  is  said  there 

will  be  few  or  no  shipments  this  year ;  but  the  demand  has 
fallen  off,  and  no  business  is  reported  since  our  last.  There 
is  an  inquiry  on  the  market  from  America.  Holders  are 
very  firm,  and  sa7  it  is  very  doubtful  if  any  shipments  will 
ba  received  this  year. 

Atropine  has  been  reduced  in  price  all  round,  both  for 
the  pure  alkaloid,  which  is  now  quoted  at  10s.  8d.  for  bulk 
and  lOs  9%d.  per  oz.  for  bottles,  and  for  the  salts,  of  which 
the  quotations  are  as  follows: — Sulphate  in  bulk,  8s.  4(2.  to 
to  8s.  6d  ;  in  bottles,  8s.  5^d.  to  8s.  'tjjd. ;  Hgdrochlorate  in 
bottles,  16s.  6d.  ;  Salicglate  in  bottles,  A3.s\  per  oz. 

Balsam  (Tolu).— Genuine  balsam  is  firmly  held  at  2s.  lOd. 
par  lb. 

Benzoin.— A  very  large  assortment  of  the  Sumatra  and 
Palembang  qualities  was  shown,  but  only  a  few  cases  sold 
at  easier  rates.  Siam:  one  case  pale  free  drop,  which  has 
been  offered  more  than  once,  was  again  taken  out  at  35Z.,  a 
bid  of  2bl.  being  rejected. 

Birdlime. — Thirteen  cases  Japanese  offered,  but  all 
bought  in  at  9d.  per  lb. 

Buchu- leaves. — Very  quiet ;  fair  yellowish  green  sold  at 
2^d.  per  lb.  to-day,  while  medium  green  was  held  for  3d. 

Calpmba. — Qaiet,  but  firmly  held :  washed,  at  35s.  to 
45s.  par  cwt. ;  ordinary  dull  sorts,  at  17s.  6d.  to  20s.  per  cwt. 

Camphor  (Crude). — No  business  is  reported,  but  the 
quotations  are  about  5s.  lower  all  round — Formosa  offering 
at  102s.  6d.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  at  90s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f., 
for  August-October  steamer  shipment.  It  is  said  that  the 
Chinese  are  expecting  difficulties  in  Formosa,  and  con- 
sequently higher  prices  have  been  paid  on  speculation,  white 
nothing  has  Deen  bought  for  export  to  Europe. 

Camphor  (Repined)  is  unchanged.  English  refiners  are 
very  busy,  and  are  full  of  orders  for  the  compressed  tablets. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Ten  robbins  good  green  tops,  slightly 
stalky,  were  held  lor  3$d.  per  lb.  to-day. 

Cardamoms. — la  active  demand,  and  sold  at  much  higher 
prices.  Fine  bold  pale  Ceylon-  Mysore  realised  3s.  6d.  per 
lb. ;  good  pale  ditto,  2s.  9d.  to  3s. ;  medium,  2s.  3d.  Seeds 
unchanged,  at  3s.  per  lb.  A  parcel  of  so-called  cardamom- 
seeds,  to  which  we  have  previously  referred  as  being 
camphor-seeds,  sold,  practically  without  reserve,  at  3d. 
per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada  has  been  freely  offered  at  14s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.,  liy  sailer  from  San  Francisco.  The  nominal 
quotation  on  the  spot,  however,  still  remains  at  19s.  per  cwt. 

Cascarilla — 105  packages  were  offered  to-day.  Fair 
quilly  sold  at  39s.  to  42s.  per  cwt.,  whilst  stringy  sold  at  21s. 
to  29s.  per  cwt. 

Chamomiles. — New  Belgian  are  dearer,  at  56s.  to  60s. 
per  cwt.  The  crop  is  reported  to  be  very  poor  and  the 
rlowers  small. 

Chiretta. — Ten  bales  fair  green  were  held  for  3d.  per 
lb.,  while  3  bales  were  sold,  without;  reserve,  at  l{d.  per  id., 
being  old,  dark,  and  very  stalky. 

Chlorate  of  Potash  — Very  quiet,  at  4|<2  per  lb  London 
terms,  or  4j<2.  per  lb  ,  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 

Cinchona. — The  shipments  of  cinchona-bark  from  Mara- 
caioo  ia  1895  amounted  to  30,915  kilos.  Xue  Java  season 
ended  on  June  30.    It  has  been,  by  a  long  way,  the  biggest 
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on  record,  so  far  as  the  cinchona  shipments  fiom  the  island 
are  concerned.  The  following  figures,  relating  to  the  past 
five  seasons  (July  1  to  Jane  30),  show  this  : — 


Season 

1891-2 

1892-3 

1893-4 

1894-5 

1895-6 

Private  planta- 
tions (Amster- 
dam lbs.) 

Government  plan- 
tations (Am- 
sterdam lbs.)  . . 

7,181,075 
605,792 

7,309,966 
645,124 

6,961,296 
467,040 

8,030,586 
674,471 

8,401,282 
707,103 

Total  exports 

7,786,867 

7,955,090 

7,428,336 

8,705,057 

9,108,385 

The  exports  of  cinchona  from  Ceylon  during  the  seven 
months  from  January  1  to  July  31  have  been  : — 
1896  1895  1894 

Lbs.  Lbs.  Lbs. 

678,956  523,973  2,029,908 

The  monthly  cinchona- auctions  held  on  Tuesday  were  the 
smallest  tbat  have  been  held  this  year,  the  five  catalogues 
comprising  1,285  packages  only,  divided  as  follows: — 

Packages  Packages 

East  Indian  cinchona  ..  284  of  which  271  were  sold 

South  American  cinchona    .  •        49  „  34  „ 

African  cinchona       ..  210  „        167  „ 

Ceylon  cinchona        . .       . .      435  „        333  „ 

Java  cinchona   307  „        174  „ 

1,285       „  1,009 
The  principal  buyers,  in  order  of  the  quantity  of  bark  pur- 
chased by  them,  were  : — 

Lbs. 

Agents  for  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  works   . .  69,998 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   56,240 

Agents  for  the  American  and  Italian  works  . .  . .  32,110 
Agents  for  the  Brunswick  Quinine-works  25,205 

Agents  for  the  Auerbach  factory    12,530 

Agents  for  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart- works  ..  11,760 
Agents  for  the  Imperial  Quinine-factory  . .  . .  600 
Various  buyers   36,705 

Total  quantity  sold  ..  ».  „  245,148 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn  43,174 

Total  quantity  of  bark  offered  ..      ..  288,322 

The  following  prices  were  realised : —  Ceylon  cinchona :  red 
varieties,  original  chips  atd  shavings,  )£d.  to  2|<Z. ;  dust, 
lfcd.  per  lb.  Renewed  chips  and  shavings,  lfd.  to  2£d. 
Yellow  varieties,  original  chips  and  shavings,  Id.  to  2d. ; 
root,  l$d.  to  lfd  ;  renewed,  chips  and  shavings,  l%d.  to  2\d. 
Fast  Indian  bark :  grey  varieties,  original  chips  and 
shavings,  l%d.  to  2\d. ;  root,  3^. ;  renewed  ditto,  \\d.  to 
3d.  Fair  to  fine  bold  silvery  druggists'  quill,  5d.  to  Id.  per 
lb.  Java  cinchona  :  yellow  shavings,  2d.  to  4fd.  Hybrid, 
branch  and  shavings,  2\d.  to  4<Z  ;  red  shavings,  2f<Z.  per  lb. 
African:  medium  to  good  bright  red  druggists'  quill  and 
chips,  lfd'  to  2\d.  South  American (Calisaya),  all  damaged, 
2d.  to  3f<Z.  per  lb. 

Civet. — Five  horns  mixed,  but  of  fair  flavour,  were  taken 
out  without  mention  of  price.  Good  quality  is  offered  at 
from  35s.  to  45*.  per  oz. 

Coca- leaves. — Good  Truxillo  is  cheaper,  being  offered 
at  lOd.  per  lb. 

Colocynth. —  Turkish  apples  are  firmly  held  for  2s.  9d. 
per  lb.  Eight  casks  of  Syrian  apple  sold  at  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  Id. 
Spanish  is  held  for  6d.  to  Is.  6d.  according  to  quality. 

Cbeam  op  Tabtab  is  quoted  at  81s.,  f.o.b.  Bordeaux,  for 
best  white  French  crystals,  the  spot  price  being  88s.,  powder 
90s.,  per  cwt.    This  marks  a  further  decline. 

Cubebs. — The  following  figures,  showing  the  exports  of 
cubebs  from  Java,  which  is  practically  the  only  producing 
country,  during  the  past  five  years  (seasons  from  July  1  to 
June  30),  indicate  how  the  fall  in  prices  has  affected  the 
output : — 

Season  ..  ..  1891-2  1882-3  1893-4  1894-5  1895-6 
Piculs  (of  1331  lbs.)     2,207        3,244       3.946        5,093  2,928 


Deagons'-blood. — In  fair  supply.  One  case  of  fine 
picked  lump,  of  brilliant  colour,  sold  at  91.  10s.  per  cwt., 
while  6  cases  of  good  bright  lump,  but  mixed  in  quality,  were 
held  for  31.  per  cwt. ;  ordinary  dull  saucers,  at  85s.  to  61. 
per  cwt. 

Elemi  lower,  20  cases  fair  pale  selling  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Ebgotin  has  been  lowered  by  some  of  the  manufacturers 
in  sympathy  with  the  low  figures  ruling  for  ergot  of  rye. 
The  prices  for  1-lb.  bottles  are  now  B.P.  6s.  6d  ,  Bonjean  6s. 
per  lb. 

Eegot  of  Rye. — Very  dull  of  sale.  It  is  suggested  by 
holders  that  there  will  be  no  new  Spanish  this  year.  Four 
bags  of  grey  Spanish  sold  at  5f  d.  per  lb.,  and  4  bags  of  very 
weevily,  but  good  flavour,  sold  at  4|<Z.  per  lb. 

Galangal-boot. — Two  hundred  and  thirteen  bags,  sea- 
damaged,  sold  without  reserve,  with  all  faults,  at  5s.  to 
6s.  3d.  per  cwt. 

Galbanum.— Twenty  packages  were  offered  at  auction, 
but  were  all  bought  in,  fair  gum  at  2s.  per  lb.,  rather  dark 
at  Is.  3d.,  and  woody  at  lOd.  per  lb. 

Galls. — Chinese  galls  are  unchanged,  at  56s.  per  cwt.  on 
the  spot.  Persian  varieties  also  quiet,  but  steady  :  blue,  51s. 
to  52s. ;  sorts,  48s.  to  50s. ;  green,  42s.  to  45s. ;  and  white, 
38s.  to  43s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

Gamboge  — Lower.  Good  bright  pipe,  but  damp  and 
slightly  drossy,  sold  at  31.  10s.  to  31. 12s.  6d. ;  rough  pickings 
at  11.  2s.  6d. 

Guaiacum. — The  exports  of  guaiacum-resin  from  Hayti 
in  1894-5  (year  ending  September  30)  were  32,950  lbs.,  of 
which  25,950  lbs.  were  shipped  from  Port  an  Prince,  and 
7,000  lbs.  from  Aux  Cayes.  In  1893-4  the  exports  were 
177,420  lbs.  Nine  barrels,  each  2  cwt.,  from  San  Domingo, 
sold  at  lower  rates ;  fine  glassy  block  at  Is.  lid. ;  ditto, 
slightly  drossy,  at  Is.  Id. ;  whilst  very  low  and  drossy  sold 
at  2$d.  to  4±d.  per  lb. 

Guar  an  A. — A  small  business  is  doing  at  2s  per  lb. 

Gum  Acacia. — Soudan  gums  are  tending  lower  privately, 
and  there  are  sellers,  but  no  buyers,  at  75s.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
hard  gum.  It  is  said,  however,  that  some  parcels  have 
changed  hands  at  several  shillings  below  that  figure. 
Ghezireh  has  been  sold  at  33s.  per  cwt.  lately,  or  about  10s. 
below  the  previous  nominal  market  price. 

Gum  Tbagacanth. — A  considerable  business  has  been 
done  principally  in  the  lower  grades,  which  have  realised  full 
rates.  Better  qualities  move  slowly  and  at  irregular  prices. 
Firsts  are  quoted  at  14Z.,  Seconds  121.  to  13Z.,  Thirds  101. 10s. 
to  112.  10s.,  Fourths  31.  to  10Z.,  yellow  and  pinky  61.  to 
11. 10s  ,  other  qualities  35s.  to  61.  per  cwt.  Demand  for  Hog 
continues  very  small. 

Honey.— One  hundred  and  eighteen  packages  offered, 
but  practically  the  whole  were  withdrawn.  Jamaica  sold 
in  part  at  17s.  to  24s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Thirty  packages 
Australian  held  for  30s.  per  cwt. ;  21  keg3  Chilian  taken 
out  at  26s.  to  29s.  per  cwt. ;  and  25  cases  Californian  held 
for  35s.  for  good. 

Ipecacuanha. — In  small  supply  and  smaller  demand, 
only  one  bag  Rio  pickings  selling  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  Good 
root  of  this  variety  held  for  5s.  Id.  to  6s.  per  lb. ;  whilst  for 
Cartagena,  5s.  per  lb.  is  asked. 

Jabobandi. — The  s.s.  Brunswick  has  brought  no  fewer 
than  237  bales  of  jaborandi  (in  three  consignments)  from 
Maranham  to  Liverpool.  The  knowledge  that  these  parcels 
were  expected  has  probably  contributed  to  the  redaction  in 
pilocarpine  which  is  announced  this  week,  and  which 
amounts  to  from  5d.  to  6d.  per  gramme,  according  to  holder, 
the  pure  alkaloid  being  now  offered  at  5s.  6d.,  Hydrochlorate 
or  Nitrate  at  4s.  6d.  per  gramme. 

Jalap- besin  Easier.   B.P.  quality  offers  at  9s.  per  lb. 

from  the  German  makers,  and  might  probably  be  had  at 
somewhat  below  that  figure. 

Kola-nuts. — Twenty  packages  offered,  but  only  one 
barrel  of  fair  dry  quality  sold  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Manna. — Prices  have  not  yet  been  fixed  for  the  new  crop, 
but  no  important  change  is  anticipated. 
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Matico. — Foaiteen  bales  very  daik  and  broken  held  for 
Ad.  per  lb. 

Musk. — Tending  lower.  Only  two  tins  offered  in  sales.  TbeLe 
consisted  of  medium  to  bold  Pile  I.  thin  blue  skin,  dry  and 
of  fine  grain,  but  rather  heavy  underskin  ;  these  were  taken 
out  at  75s.  per  oz.    One  bottle  grain  taken  out  at  45s.  per  cz. 

Mybeh  continues  without  demand  ;  fine  picked  held  for 
51.  5s.  per  cwt. ;  ordinary  Aden  sorts,  50*.  per  cwt. 

Oil  (Castor). — Fifty  cases  fair  seconds  found  nobuyersat 
3d.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  that 
practically  no  business  has  been  done  in  the  second  week 
of  the  month,  prices  being  slightly  easier,  best  non-congeal- 
ing Lofoten  being  quoted  at  160*  ,  Finnmarken  at  155*.,  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  August  15  were 
3,000  barrels  in  1896,  against  3,330  barrels  in  1895. 

Oils  (Essential)  —The  exports  of  Cajuput  oil  from 
Macassar  (Dutch  Indies)  in  1895  was  49,301  kilos. ;  in  1894, 
34,075  kilos.  Japanese  oil  oj  peppermint  is  quoted  5*.  3d. 
per  lb.  c.i.f. ;  dementholised,  3*.  Ad.  c.i  f.  for  40-per-cent.  oil. 
Wayne  County  at  5*.  Gd.  to  6*.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  according  to 
quantity.  Aniseed  oil  is  slightly  dearer,  8*.  per  lb.  being  the 
price  on  the  spot ;  while  for  July-August  shipment  7*.  l\d., 
and  for  October-December  shipment  6*.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
are  the  quotations.  There  has  been  some  activity  in  this 
article,  second-hand  holders  haviDg  turned  over  previous 
cheaper  purchases.  Oil  of  cassia  is  firm  ;  70  percent,  to 
75-per-cent.  is  quoted  at  Is.  6d.  on  the  spot,  and  none  of 
this  quality  is  to  be  had  forward.  Lower  grades— 55-per- 
cent, to  65-per-cent. — are  quoted  at  5*.  A\d.  per  lb.  Citronella 
oil  is  weaker.  Oa  the  spot,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  Ad.  per  lb.  in 
drums  is  asked  (nominally),  and  Is.  Gd.  per  lb.  in  tins. 
Forward  delivery  is  quoted  at  lid.  to  ll^d.  Lemongrass  oil 
is  easier,  on  the  spot,  at  2§d.  per  cz  ,  and  for  October  ship- 
ment l^d.  per  oz.  would  be  accepted.  Winter's  peppermint 
oil  was  held  for  2f<Z.  per  oz.  at  auction,  Usher's  nutmeg  oil 
at  5d.  per  oz  ,  and  Kananga  oil  at  Is  per  cz. 

Opium  remains  very  quiet  at  unchanged  prices  since  our 
last  report,  both  for  Turkish  and  Persian  opium  ;  but  for  the 
low  grades,  of  which  most  of  the  new  arrivals  consist,  some- 
what easier  prices  would  be  taken.  The  two  cases  of  Persian 
opium  sold  in  public  sale  without  reserve  at  from  7s.  Gd.  to 
8s.    These  two  cases  were  rather  badly  damaged. 

Otto  of  Rose — Our  correspondent  in  Bulgaria  writes, 
under  date  of  August  14,  the  following : — "  As  yet  no  prices 
have  been  declared  or  fixed  for  the  new  otto,  and  the  present 
indications  are  that  the  new  prices  may  not  be  fixed  before 
the  middle  of  next  month.  Of  course,  all  delay  in  fixing  the 
prices  for  the  tew  crop  furthers  the  perfumers'  interests, 
for  the  later  they  are  fixed  the  lower  they  are  bound  to  be. 
As  otto  has  commanded  for  the  last  three  years  very  high 
prices  here,  ranging  from  32s  to  37s.  per  oz.,  the  growers 
are  naturally  exacting  in  their  claims,  and  cannot  at  once 
see  that  as  the  present  crop  is  40  per  cent,  larger  than  last 
year's,  the  new  prices  likewise  should  be  considerably  and  cor- 
respondingly lower.  Hence  the  delay  in  fixing  the  new  prices. 
At  present  the  growers  demand  prices  ranging  from  28s.  to 
33s.  per  T.  cz,  according  to  the  reputation  of  the  locality; 
but  in  another  fortnight  it  is  expected  they  will  ask  con- 
siderably less.  The  fact  that  the  present  crop  is  the  largest 
ever  produced  is  cot  only  known  everywhere,  but  admitted 
by  all.  It  is  also  admitted  that  no  matter  how  low  the  new 
prices  may  be,  there  will  still  remain  a  large  quantity  of  otto 
unsold.  Hence  the  anxiety  of  some  speculators  to  place 
supplies  on  confiding  consumers  at  this  early  date.  In  a 
year  like  this,  when  the  crop  is  so  rich,  all  attempts  to  sell 
abroad  before  the  fixing  of  the  native  prices  are  obviously 
speculative." 

Petroleum—  Messrs.  Wm.  H.  Samuel  &  Co.  write:— 
"  Since  petroleum  oil  is  being  imported  so  largely  by  tank- 
steamers,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  statistics  of  the  visible 
supply,  such  as  were  accessible  during  the  days  of  barrel- 
packing.  Hence  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  to 
forecast  the  cost  of  prices.  As  regards  American  oil,  the 
great  decline  in  production  of  last  spring  seems  to  have  been 
partially  overcome,  and  the  heavy  depletion  of  the  supply 
held  in  the  U.S.  at  that  period  is  no  longer  a  factor  of  the 
situation,  supplies  being  so  far  this  year  quite  equal  to  the 


demand.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  last 
season  was  unusually  mild.  As  regards  Russian  oil  the 
situation  during  the  ensuing  season  will  probably  be  guided 
by  the  quantity  of  refined  burning-oil  available  for  distribu- 
tion. There  is  only  one  line  of  transit  between  Baku,  the 
seat  of  production,  and  Batoum,  the  port  of  exportation, 
and  breakdowns  on  this  line  have  sometimes  stopped  the 
supply  for  weeks  together.  The  percentage  of  refined 
buiniog-oil  obtained  from  Russian  crude  is  only  about  one- 
third  of  tbat  from  American  crude." 

Permanganate  of  Potash  continues  very  scarce,  and 
75*.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid  by  dealers. 

Phenacetin. — Bayer's  brand  is  still  offered  at  14s.  3d. 
per  lb.  from  the  manufacturers.  Other  brands  are  held  at 
from  5s.  to  6s.  per  lb. 

Quicksilver  remains  very  quiat  at  61  7s.  6d.  per  bottle 
from  the  importers,  and  Is.  lower  in  second-hand. 

Quince-seed  has  been  sold  privately  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — One  of  the  principal  features  in  the  chemical- 
market  this  week  has  been  the  reduction  of  Id.  per  cz.  all 
round  in  the  price  of  quinine  salts  on  the  part  of  the  manu- 
facturers. The  German  makers  now  quote  as  follows  for 
quantities  in  bulk: — Sulphate  and  Bisulphate,  Is.  Id.  j 
Hydro  chlorate.  Bromide,  and  Salicylate,  Is.  b\d. ;  Phosphate, 
Is  G^d. ;  and  Valerianate,  Is.  3d.  per  cz.  These  quantities 
apply  to  lots  of  not  less  tban  1000  cz.,  delivery  within 
sixty  days  from  date  of  contract,  and  a  falliDg  clause  is 
now  given.  Second-hand  German  bulk  can  now  easily  be 
had  at  Is.  per  cz. 

Rhubarb. — For  this  there  was  an  entire  absence  of 
demand,  not  a  single  package  being  sold. 

Santonin. — An  arrangement  has  been  arrived  at  between 
the  two  principal  manufacturers  of  this  article,  and  crystals 
are  now  offered  at  the  following  reduced  prices  :  For  small  lots 
of  not  less  tban  7  lbs.  6s.,  28  lbs.  5s.  10$&,  56  lbs.  5s.  9±d. 
per  lb.,  net,  ex  warehouse  London.  Powder  6d.  per  lb. 
higher  than  crystals.  A  rebate  of  from  2  per  cent,  to  5 
per  cent,  is  allowed  for  larger  quantities. 

Seeds  (Vabious). — Stavesacre  is  held  for  67s.  Gd.  per 
cwt. ;  Strophanthus  at  3s.  Gd. ;  Cumin  at  35s.  per  cwt, 
Croton  :  Five  bags  sold  at  auction,  at  65s.  per  cwt.,  whereas 
a  siogle  bag  of  the  same  quality  only  realised  40s. 

Senega-root  is  very  quiet,  Is.  per  lb.  being  the  nominal 
spot  price.  The  crop  is  reported  to  be  small  in  America, 
and  is  offering  at  lQ\d.  to  lid.  per  lb.,  c.i.f  ,  the  lowest  prices 
on  record. 

Senna. — New  Alexandrian  senna  is  still  arriving,  but 
meets  with  comparatively  little  demand  : — For  a  small  parcel 
of  siftings  Ad.  per  lb.  has  been  paid,  and  for  fine  picked 
leaves  the  quotation  is  from  lOd.  to  Is  per  lb.  For  a  new 
arrival  of  very  fine  green  leaf  1*.  5d.  per  lb.  is  asked. 
Tinnevelly:  113  bales  of  poor  variety  were  offered,  and  sold 
at  full  prices  considering  the  quality — viz.,  from  Id.  per  lb. 
for  small  spotty  to  Ad.  for  fair  bold  leaf  of  poor  colour. 
There  have  been  arrivals  of  about  400  bales  during  the 
past  week,  which  will  be  offered  at  the  next  fortnightly 
auctions. 

Tamarinds — In  full  supply,  but  nothing  sold.  West 
Indian  are  held  for  9s.,  black  Calcutta  for  8s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Tea. — The  market  is  steady  for  all  teas  for  price.  Assam 
Souchongs  and  Pekoe  Souchongs  have  sold  at  fully  last  week's 
firm  rates,  while  on  Tuesday  Ceylon  teas  under  G\d.  showed 
in  some  cases  \d.  per  lb.  advance,  and  very  little  leaf  tea 
could  be  bought  under  5\d.  Assam  Pekoes  from  VSd,  to  1*. 
are  in  plentiful  supply,  and  some  very  good  teas  have  passed 
the  hammer.  Good  liquoring  tippy  broken  Assam  Pekoes 
are  wanted  in  Ireland,  where  dealers  are  apparently  bare  of 
stock,  and  have  sold  at  very  high  prices.  N.  S.  Capers  are 
in  over-supply  and  selling  very  reasonably. 

Tonca  Beans.— Numerous  arrivals  to  the  extent  of 
350,000  lbs.  have  taken  place  in  New  York,  and  they  are 
said  to  be  firmly  held  for  $2,  but  considering  tbat  the  last 
crop  was  50,000  lbs.  only,  a  very  much  lower  price  seems  to 
be  probable.  Seven  cases  black  Para  were  offered  at 
auction,  but  held  for  Is.  per  lb. 
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Vanilla. — Fine  qualities  are  about  4s.  to  5s.  par  Jb. 
dearer;  5£  to  6  inches  were  sold  at  28s.  Qd.  to  29s.  Qd.  ■ 
6  to  6i  inches,  29s.  Qd.  to  32s.  Qd. ;  7  to  7J  inches,  at  3Ls.  to 
36s  per  lb. ;  whilst  lower  grades  were  not  in  demand. 

Wax  (Japan). — Ten  cases  offered  at  39s.  p3r  cwt.  in  sale, 
but  found  no  buyers. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  position  of  the  main  products  of  the  heavy-chemical 
market  continues  fairly  firm,  and  values  are  mostly  un- 
changed. There  is  a  fairly  steady  demand  for  home  con- 
sumption, but  exports  are  as  a  rule  lower.  Sulphate  of 
ammonia  is  perhaps  a  shade  firmer,  but  to-day's  quotations 
stand  at  the  same  figures  as  mentioned  in  our  last  report ; 
prices  at  Leith  are  certainly  the  weakest,  and  this  uncer- 
tainty Daturally  reacts  on  quotations  at  other  ports ;  379 
tons  wtre  exported  from  Leith  last  week.  Sulphate  of 
copper  is  easier,  Anchor  stands  at  16Z.  15s. ;  Liverpool, 
Vol.  5s.  to  16Z.  7s  Qd.;  September-October,  16Z.  10s.; 
November-December,  111.  Recovered  sulphur  maintains  an 
upward  course,  and  stands  very  firm  at  42.  12s.  Qd.  to  42.  15s. 
with  increased  scarcity.  Benzols  are  again  higher  and 
remain  firm— 90-per-cent.,  August,  3s.  10\d. ;  September- 
December  delivery,  3s.  lOd. ;  January-June,  3s.  6d. ;  and 
50- per-cent.,  prompt,  2s.  10^d.;  September-December  delivery, 
2s.  9^d. ;  January-June,  2s.  Qd.  Aniline  oil  and  salt  dearer, 
the  former  now  being  9fd.  and  the  latter  Q^d.  per  lb.  Car- 
bolic acids  firm.  Pitc/i  firm,  with  upward  tendency,  but  at 
present  unchanged.  Cliloride  of  barium  a  trifle  easier. 
Mineral  carbonate  of  barium  shows  an  upward  movement, 
and  very  little  is  obtainable  for  prompt.  Precipitated 
carbonate  of  barium  in  good  request  at  late  rates. 
■Blanc  fixe  in  demand.  Nitrate  and  sulphide  of  barium 
steady.  Caustic  soda  quiet,  but  unchanged.  Bleach- 
ing -powder  lower.  Acetates  of  lime  dull.  Green  copperas 
advancing.  Acetates  of  lead  in  poor  request.  Nitrate  of 
lead  dull.  Wnite-powdered  Arsenic  easier.  Hyposulphite 
of  soda  firmer.  Sulphate  of  alumina  moves  briskly,  and 
also  Alum,  the  latter  especially  being  in  good  demand  for 
export.  Alum  for  Turkey-red  dyers  steady,  demand  being 
fairly  regular.  Phosphorus,  both  wedges  and  sticks,  is  in 
request.  Cream  of  tartar  lower,  powdered  90s.  to  92s., 
crystals  88s.  xo  89s.  per  cwfc. 

The  Liverpool  Drug  market. 

Oar  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  August  19,  says 
that  Soudan  gum  sorts  are  rather  easier  here,  and  at  the 
lower  gauge  of  value  attract  more  attention.  Present  values 
range  from  70s.  to  90s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality,  and 
the  stock  includes  some  parcels  which  are  still  held  for  very 
high  rates.  Medium  descriptions  are  featureless,  owing  to 
the  limited  selection  available.  The  balance  of  the  parcel 
recently  arrived,  part  of  which  was  sold  at  4s.  Qd.,  has  been 
disposed  of  on  private  terms,  and  the  price  was  not  allowed 
to  transpire.  Castor  oil  is  in  a  very  firm  position  for  good 
Calcutta  seconds  at  the  rates  quoted  last  week,  more  business 
passing  at  the  figures  given,  and  stocks  are  being  reduced  to 
a  small  compass.  First  pressing  French  is  held  for  2±d.  to 
second  pressing  1\d.,  and  Belgian  at  2\d.  Some  fair 
Daadrss  seconds  have  sold  during  the  week  at  2§d.  A  parcel 
of  Chilian  hempseed,  from  the  quay,  sold  at  28s.  per  quarter 
of  336  lbs.  In  African  Ginger  there  has  been  more  move- 
ment, and  about  500  bags  mixed  Sierra  Leone  and  Monrovain 
have  been  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  16s.  to  18s.  per  cwt. 
There  is  a  continuous  movement  in  Californian  honey,  and 
sales  have  been  made  of  low  grade  at  22s.  Qd.,  while  pale  liquid 
amber  and  white  set  are  held  for  35s.  to  42s.  per  cwt.  Of 
Turmeric  260  bags  of  Cochin  bulb  sold  from  the  quay  at 
5s  Qd.  per  cwt.  Of  Nux  Vomica  133  bags,  a  recent  arrival, 
sold  at  3s.  per  cwt.  Potashes  firm,  at  20s.  to  20s.  3d. ;  pearls, 
35s.  per  cwt.  First  white  Cream  of  tartar  on  the  spot  is 
selling  slowly  at  94s. 

The  American  Drug-market. 

New  York,  August  7. 
There  was  but  little  buiaes?  thu  past  t  vo  wee'n  ia  the 
drug  and  chemical  markets.    Opium  is  a  shtde  easier  ia  tha 
absence  of  demand,  $2  453.  b;iag  the  general  qaota'ion. 
Curacao  aloes  is  held  at  3j.  by  importer.',  Dut  some  parcels 


in  poor  condition  might  be  had  ex  dock  at  2|j.    Bears  on 
the  article  quote  2|j.,  but  there  is  no  stock  obtainable  at  that 
figure.    Balsam  Peru  is  lower,  under  stress  of  holders  to  sell 
their  stock ;  $L  75c,  it  is  indicated,  will  be  taken  by  the 
importers.     Jobbers  quote   from  $&  down,  according  to 
quality.    Gum  chicle  appears  weaker  :  31c.  will  secure  stock 
now.    Californian  honey  is  not  Deing  offered  from  the  West 
Coast,  and  it  is  pretty  sure  that  there  will  be  very  little  this 
year;  perhaps  no  white  whatever.    "  Amber"  offer  i  in  our 
market  in  limited  quantities,  at  from  6c.  to  7c  ,  according  to 
quality  and  quantity,  and  holders  are  not  anxious  to  dispose 
of  their  stocks.    Leaves:  Cocaot  all  varieties  dull  of  sale  and 
easy  ;  stocks  in  New  York  large.    Lobelia  herb  is  selling 
freely  at  6c.    Oils  :  Newfoundland  cod-liver,  new,  is  now 
obtainable,  out  no  really  choice  stock  will  be  on  the  market 
before  the  cold  weather  sets  in.    Newfoundland  makers  say 
their  oil  this  year  will  exceed  any  they  made  before,  and  be 
fully  up  to  Norwegian  ;  price  unchanged.    Cotton  seed  oil  of 
all  grades  is  quiet,  but  fairly  steady.    Peppermint :  The  crop 
will  possibly  be  larger  than  last  year's,  but  the  yield  of 
genuine  American  will  be  smaller.    All  the  new  planters  have 
planted  "  English  "  herb,  and  the  low  price  at  which  this 
is  to  be  had  will  probably  affect  the  price  of  the  genuine 
American  article.    Many  manufacturers  will  not  use  the 
American  oil  grown  from  English  plants,  but  it  is  being 
mixed  with  the  native  article,  sometimes  in  considerable  pro- 
portions, and  in  this  manner  is  consumed.    W«  quote  prime 
American  oil  at  $160  to-day,'  and  HGH  at  $Z.  Sassafras 
oil  is  in  slightly  better  supply,  bat  40c.  is  as  yet  lowest. 
Spearmint  oil  easier,  $\  90c.  will  buy  ;  several  thousand  pounds 
will  be  made  this  year.    Wintcrgreen  oil  is  plentiful,  at$l  25c. 
Wormseedis  scarce, at  $1  90c.    Blood-root  is  still  scarce,  and 
hardly  wanted  by  manufacturers.    Golden  seal  is  scarcely 
inquired  for.    Jalap  in  good  supply  and  easier ;  a  parcel  of 
41  bales  recently  sold  at  9c.  per  lt>.  Podophyllum  is  being  dug 
only  in  a  small  way  now  on  account  of  the  low  prices  ruling 
the  past  few  years ;  we  quote  4c.    Mexican  sarsaparilla  has 
arrived  in  considerable  quantity,  but  is  firmly  held  by  the 
importer  at  5£c.    Efforts  are  being  made  by  bears  to  get 
the  importer  to  reduce  his  price  by  offering  single  bales  at 
5Jc.  and  5^0.,  but  this  has  thus  far  had  no  effect.  Honduras 
sarsaparilla  on  this  market  rules  .very  strong,  piime  brands 
being  scarce  and  under  good  control ;  the  Continent  is 
inquiring  for  the  better  brands.    Senega-root :  From  one  of 
the  principal  points  in  the  primary  marKecs  we  hear  that  the 
receipts  there  thus  far  were  only  15,000  lbs.,  against  100,000 
lbs.  tor  the  same  period  last  year,  and  the  probabilities  are 
that  the  total  crop  will  not  be  over  30  per  cent,  of  last  year's. 
This  will  be  the  maximum.  The  buyer  for  the  principal  New 
York  house  says  : — "  It  may  be  that  there  will  no  j  be  over  20 
per  cent."    Diggers  have  found  it  unprofitable  to  dig  at  the 
present  prices,  and  the  heavy  rains  have  produced  plenty  of 
grass,  so  that  the  root  is  harder  to  find  out.  Spermaceti 
is  quiet,  but  very  firm,  at  30c. 

The  Smyrna  and  Constantinople  Opium-markets. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent,  writing  on  August  8,  states 
that  the  arrivals  of  new  opium  up  to  date  amount  to  765 
cases,  against  1,606  cases  at  the  corresponding  date  of  1895. 
The  week  has  been  a  very  quiet  one,  the  only  business  con- 
sisting of  16  cases  Current  talequale  at  the  parity  of  10s.  Id. 
per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Some  of  the  weaker  holders  are  likely  to  be 
influenced  by  this  temporary  quietness  into  offering  their 
holdings  at  some  reduction,  and  this  tendency  may  become 
very  pronounced  in  case  the  market  should  keep  inactive  for 
another  week  or  fortnight.  There  are  several  American 
orders  in  the  market,  but  the  limits  are  about  9s.  3d.  per  lb. 
— in  fact,  all  the  principal  buyers  for  exportation  reiuse  to 
purchase  unless  at  a  reduction  of  3  per  cent,  to  7  per  cent, 
on  the  nominal  rates.  Another  firm  would  also  be  willing  to 
buy  largely  in  the  neighbourhood  of  9s.  Qd.  for  new  Kara- 
hissar  opium  standing  the  Dutch  tests.  Our  Smyrna  corre- 
spondent, telegraphs  on  August  20,  that  30  cases  Current 
talequale  have  been  sold  at  9s.  <\d  ,  but  that  there  are  very 
few  sellers  at  this  price. 


Anti  cutters'  Meeting.  —  We  are  asked  to  remind 
chemis  s  ot  the  meeting  called  by  the  Council  of  the  Pro- 
prietary Articles  Trace  Association  on  Wednesday  next, 
August  23,  at  3  p  M,,  at  Craven  Hail,  Foubsrt's  Place,  Great 
Marlborough  Street,  W. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 
as  concisely  as  possible. 

Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 
separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 

The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 
with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Carter's  Pilis  and  Substitutes. 

Sir — I  regret  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones's  letter  of  August  6,  as  the  interval  which  occurred 
between  my  letter  and  hi?,  unfortunately,  assists  Mr.  Jones's 
ingenious  attempt  to  distort  the  perfect  plainness  of  my 
letter.  Would  you  allow  me  space  to  ask  merely  that  any- 
one who  might  otherwise  be  disposed  to  take  any  notice  of 
Mr.  Jones's  unofficial  letter  will  first  read  my  letter,  and  bo 
influenced  by  what  I  said,  and  not  by  what  Mr.  Jones 
attempts  to  make  it  appear  I  said  1  Of  course,  as  a  fact,  I 
aspersed  the  morals  of  no  trader  who  bad  not  first  accused 
himself  of  trading  whenever  ha  got  the  chance  on  other 
people's  reputation.  The  letter  was  a  reply  to  various  com- 
munications addressed  to  me  personally,  and  also  to  you, 
Sir,  the  writers  declaring  their  own  intention  in  the  matter 
of  persuading  customers  to  take  their  own  products  in  pre- 
ference to  those  of  the  Carter  Medicine  Company,  and 
urging  upon  other  chemist3  to  do  the  same.  I  have  received 
some  dozens  of  letters  from  chemists  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  approving  the  course  we  have  taken  in 
reference  to  the  wholesale  price,  and  declaring  their  desire 
to  support  in  eyery  way  the  sale  of  the  genuine  Carter's 
little  liver- pills.  I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

The  Agent  for  the  Cartes  Medicine 
Company. 

46  Holborn  Viaduct,  London,  E.C.,  August  8. 


Messrs.  Boots  and  Scott's  Pills. 

Sir, — Mr.  Jesse  Boot,  in  a  letter  appearing  in  last  week's 
issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  accuses  us  of  want 
of  courtesy  towards  his  firm.  In  reply  to  that  letter,  we 
should  like  to  say  that  about  April  10  this  year  we  sent  to 
Messrs  Boots  an  agreement  for  their  signature.  (We  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  agreement.)  On  July  I,  Messrs.  Boots  sent  us 
an  order  for  Dr.  Scott's  pills,  but  did  not  enclose  the  signed 
agreement,  and  wo  therefore  declined  the  order  and  re- 
turned the  cheque.  On  July  14  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trade  Association  issued  their  agreement,  which  contained, 
amongst  other  articles,  Dr.  Scott's  pills.  This,  together  with 
a  letter  (copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed),  was  sent  to  Messrs. 
Boots.  Acting  cn  our  instructions,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association  wiote  to  Messrs.  Boots  on  July  24,  calling  their 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Scott's  pills  were  being 
sold  below  the  minimum  price  at  their  establishments,  and 
requesting  them  to  rectify  the  matter.  We  again  enclosed 
copies  of  the  Association  agreement  for  signature.  No 
notice  was  taken  of  this  letter,  bat  on  the  next  day  Messrs. 
Boots  again  sent  us  an  order  for  Dr.  Scctt's  pills,  this  time 
accompanied  by  the  form  sent  out  by  us  in  April  Ja9t.  This 
agreement  was,  of  course,  not  applicable,  as  it  was  super- 
seded by  the  combined  agreement  of  the  Association,  and  so 
we  had  again  to  decline  their  order.  Despite  the  fact  that 
we  had  refused  to  supply  Messrs.  Boots  unless  the  Associa- 
tion agreement  was  signed,  on  August  1  they  wired  to  a 
London  sundry-house  stating  that  they  had  signed  the 
agreement  to  maintain  prices,  and  asking  that  a  quantity  of 
the  pills  should  be  sent  that  day  by  carrier.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  Messrs.  Boots  took  no  notice  of  our  first  agree- 
ment until  ten  days  after  the  Association  agreement  was 
issued,  and  we  think  that  your  readers  will  agree  with  us 
when  we  say  that  we  had  no  alternative  but  to  refuse  to 


supply  Messrs.  Boots,  except  upon  the  conditions  which  we 
had  imposed  upon  all  other  buyers — namely,  that  they 
should  sign  the  combined  agreement  issued  by  the  Pro- 
prietary Articles  Trade  Association.  We  think  that  you  will 
be  interested  to  know  that  the  firm  stand  which  we  have 
taken  in  this  matter  has  resulted  in  our  receiving  a  large 
measure  of  support  from  the  retail  trade,  and  we  have  to 
hand  a  large  number  of  applications  for  our  handbills,  &c. 
We  are  satisfied  that  we  shall  be  amply  compensated  for 
any  injury  which  Mr.  Boot  thinks  he  may  have  done  our 
business.  We  are,  yours,  &c, 

173  Seymour  Place,  London,  W.,      W.  Lambert  &  Co. 
August  18. 


Chemists  on  Cutting. 

Correspondents  send  us  very  lengthy  letters  on  this 
subject.  There  is  necessarily  a  great  deal  of  repetition  in 
what  they  say,  and  some  indulge  in  very  abusive  attacks  on 
those  whom  they  regard  as  their  foes.  They  write  over 
noms  de  plume,  but  no  doubt  consider  it  very  pusillanimous 
on  our  part  when  they  find  the  abuse  left  out.  In  the 
subjoined  extracts  we  have  endeavoured  to  give  a  fair 
representation  of  the  drift  of  the  letters  : — 

Per  Ardua  (149/74)  thinks  most  writers  view  the  question 
from  a  rather  narrow  standpoint.  There  are  those  who, 
like  Mr.  Taplin,  regard  advertisements  as  "  specious,"  and 
calculated  to  prevent  a  section  of  the  public  from  going  to 
the  chemist  for  advice  ;  and  there  are  energetic  souls  who, 
boldly  grasping  the  potentialities  of  the  case,  place  their 
own  pills  before  a  bilious  public,  thus  reaping  where  they 
have  not  sown.  "  Per  Ardua  "  considers  that  the  price  [of 
Carter's  pills]  being  raised  somewhat  nearer  that  marked  on 
the  bottle,  the  cutter  will  be  unable  to  show  so  effectively 
reduced  price  compared  with  "  usual  price,"  so  that  the 
advance  will  probably  prove  a  blessing  very  carefully  dis- 
guised. It  remains  for  the  pharmacist  to  cultivate  that 
suaviter  in  modo  which  is  absent  from  the  average  store- 
trade,  and  cater  for  the  people  who  are  williDg  to  pay  for 
skill  and  care.  Friend  "  Henderson,"  with  his  usual  ability, 
found  cutting  pay  well,  and  if  we  adapt  our  cutting  to  our 
own  locality,  as  he  did,  we  can  do  the  same. 


A  Bach-seat  Chemist  (147/65)  tells  us  at  great  length  how 
the  store  assistant  persuades  his  customer  to  take  "  our  pre- 
paration," "  the  purity  of  which  he  can  vouch  for."  The 
story  has  been  often  told,  and  is  familiar  to  all  of  us. 


More  Next  Time  (15/8)  says  he  used  to  sell  large  quanti- 
ties of  Seigel's  syrup.  When  that  was  cut  to  cost  price  he 
offered  the  firm  reasonable  terms  for  distributing  their 
pamphlets  and  exhibiting  showcards,  such  as  any  firm  of 
advertising-agents  would  demand.  The  offer  was  treated 
with  silence,  and  our  correspondent  thereupon  suppressed  all 
showcards  and  pamphlets,  with  the  result  that  he  now  sells 
a  dozen  where  he  used  to  sell  a  gross.  His  returns  have  not, 
however,  fallen,  and  he  believes  they  are  more  profitable. 
He  thinks  it  will  pay  proprietors  to  treat  chemists  as  business- 
men. If  chemists  have  to  sell  goods  at  an  unremunerative 
profit  let  them  charge  for  all  advertising  done  through  them. 
They  have  to  pay  rent  and  taxes,  and  surely  their  windows 
are  worth  more  than  hoardings  and  blank  walls.  A 
chemist's  window  in  a  good  thoroughfare  ought  to  be  worth 
at  least  one-third  of  his  rent. 


C.  (148/51),  endorsing,  apparently,  the  views  expressed  by 
Mr.  S.  J.  Weston  in  our  last  number,  was  pleased  to  learn 
from  it  that  one  might  still  hope  to  hear  the  voice  of  common 
sense  amidst  the  chaos  of  the  patent-medicine  controversy. 
The  Carter  Company,  "  C."  thinks,  may  be  trusted  to 
manage  their  own  business.  Their  policy  must  surely  com- 
mend itself  to  the  fympathyof  most  business-men.  They 
see  a  handsome  profit,  which  they  did  not  grudge  to  the  trade, 
thrown  into  the  pockets  of  an  unappreciative  public,  and 
forthwith  they  practically  dictate  a  minimum  price  for  their 
speciality,  which  is  not  designed  to  make  the  trade  any  the 
poorer,  but  which  helps  to  remove  the  contemptible  disparity 
between  fase-value  and  retail  price  which,  as  everyone  ought 
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to  have  seen  by  this  time,  has  formed  the  sheet-anchor  of  the 
stores,  as  it  has  also  been  the  odium  of  the  legitimate  trade. 
Messrs.  Boots,  "  C. "  adds,  furnish  amusing  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  view. 


A  Constant  Reader  (148/69),  who  has  had  nearly  ten 
years'  experience  in  three  of  London's  largest  drug-stores, 
states  that  while  in  their  employ  he  had  a  good  salary  and 
"  commission."  The  latter  item  was  given  to  encourage  the 
assistants  to  push  the  sale  of  "  our  own  specialities."  He 
made  an  average  of  40s.  per  month,  which,  at  2J  per  cent , 
would  mean  100Z.  worth  of  "  patents  "  kept  back,  "  our  own 
specialities  "  being  priced  considerably  under  the  opponent's 
figure.  Oar  correspondent  was  only  one  amongst  a  number 
of  assistants,  and,  averaging  all  these  at  about  the  same 
figure,  it  will  be  seen  what  an  appalling  massacre  of  "  inno- 
cents "  is  going  on  in  every  store  in  London  to-day.  "  I  am  now 
<"  C.  E  "  adds)  in  business  for  myself  and  doing  well,  thanks 
to  past  tuition,  and  also,  by  the  way,  to  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co. 
When  I  was  obliged  to  sell  their  pills  at  9±d.  I  put  up  a  liver- 
pill  and  charged  Qd,  now  I  am  charging  9d  for  same, 
because  I  find  it  not  to  be  good  policy  to  make  too  great  a 
difference  between  your  price  and  your  opponent's.  '  The 
public,'  that  most  pliable  of  all  pliable  materials,  is  apt  to 
say  'too  cheap  to  be  good.'  My  sale  of  Carter's  is  dimin- 
ishing." "C.  E."  thinks  "Amicus  Curise  "  will  be  none  the 
worse  for  digesting  these  "  facts."  It  is  a  pleasure  to  him 
now  to  sell  "  Scott's  pills,"  noSwithstanding  the  threats  of 
Messrs.  Boots. 


Alijuig  (149/67)  finds  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  for 
'its  amazing  assurance  unsurpassed.  This  superior  person, 
lecturing  the  pharmacists  of  this  country  a?  to  the  conduct 
of  their  business,  despite  the  fact  that  he  is  managing 
•director  of  what  he  informs  us  is  "  an  enormous  business,"  is 
himself  an  unqualified  person,  unable  to  sell  over  the  counter 
of  one  of  his  own  magnificent  shops  a  pennyworth  of  red 
precipitate  without  exposing  himself  to  a  penalty  of  51. 
"  Let  not  him  who  putteth  on  hi3  armour  boast  as  him  that 
putteth  it  off."  I  have  lived  long  enough  (adds  "  Aliquis  ") 
to  remember  undertakings  with  capital  exceeding  the 
200,0002.  in  which  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  puts  his  trust,  but  which 
are  long  since  numbered  with  the  things  that  were.  Does 
he  fondly  imagine  that  "  by  concentrating  their  whole  atten- 
tion on  the  sale  of  drugs  and  chemicals  "  Boot  &  Co.  will  be 
able  to  crush  out  the  personal  element  on  which  the  success 
of  any  pharmacy  so  greatly  depends  ?  If  so,  the  sooner  he 
rids  himself  of  such  a  mistaken  notion  the  better. 


Oxford  (149/66)  considers  that  the  Carter  Company,  and 
others  who  adopt  a  similar  policy,  are  making  a  rod  for 
their  own  backs,  and  he  predicts  that  their  outputs  will  in 
•future  be  considerably  reduced.  Many  chemists  are  now 
producing  substitutes,  which  they  can  offer  to  the  public 
with  all  confidence  (knowing  exactly  what  each  contains) 
at  half  the  price  of  the  article  substituted,  at  the  same  time 
bearing  an  extra  40  per  cent,  profit.  The  general  public  are 
rapidly  becoming  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  a  1*.  l^d. 
article  must  not  cost  more  than  2d.  to  produce  (in  addition 
to  the  stamp),  as  all  the  remainder  goes  into  the  advertising- 
offioe.  This  view  briDgs  the  bilious  subject  to  reason  with 
himself  whether  Mr.  Bolus  round  the  corner  cannot  supply 
his  wants  at  less  than  Is.  l\d.,  which  Mr.  Bolus  does  most 
willingly,  and  both  are  highly  satisfied  with  the  transaction. 


Novocastrian  (151/2)  is  pleased  to  see  the  progress  the 
Anti-cutting  Association  has  made,  and  thinks  that  if  the 
majority  of  the  chemists  in  the  United  Kingdom  would  join, 
it  could  be  made  a  grand  success.  How  to  obtain  this 
.result  is  the  question.  Ha  has  noticed  that  wherever  a 
meeting  has  been  held  there  has  been  a  great  inflax  of  new 
members.  If  those  meetings  were  pushed  oa  a  little  faster 
by  sending  crusaders  to  different  parts  of  the  country,  the 
end  might  b3  achieved.  Then  the  Association  would  be  in 
a  position  to  put  a  little  pressure  on  the  manufacturers  by 
ordering  their  members  not  to  stock  their  preparations.  It 
would  not  pay  to  discontinue  selling  all  non-protected 
articles  at  once,  bat  they  might  be  taken  singly.  Customers, 


it  maybe  said,  would  only  go  to  the  diug- stores  for  the 
articles.  But,  as  a  rule,  there  are  only  three  or  four  drug- 
stores in  a  moderate-sized  town,  and  they  generally  occupy 
central  positions.  "  N."  does  not  think  that  in  the  case  of 
50  per  cent,  of  the  refusals  this  course  would  be  taken.  It 
would  only  mean  a  few  coppers  a  week  out  of  chemists' 
pockets,  but  it  would  mean  hundreds  of  pounds  out  of  the 
manufacturers'.  Besides,  the  Association  might  get  up  a 
temporary  substitute  for  the  article  they  were  on  strike  for. 


Come  every  dam  of  Nottingham 

And  listen  to  my  lay, 

Come  every  sire,  throughout  the  shire, 

And  strict  attention  pay  ; 

A  band  is  labouring  in  your  midst — 

A  generous  band  are  they — 

Engaged  in  philanthropic  work, 

And  never  look  for  pay. 

They  never  look  for  pay, 

They  never  look  for  pay  ; 

'Tis  only  for  the  common  weal, 

They  never  look  for  pay. 

Now  there  i3  "  Scott."  they  say  'tis  not 

True  that  his  pills  excel ; 

That  "  Perry's  "  pills  cure  many  ills, 

And  answer  quite  as  well ; 

That  tuppence  is  too  mueli  on  "  Scott's  " — 

Which  at  a  shilling  sell — 

How  much  they  get  on  "  Perry's  pills  " 

Ah  !  they  ain't  a  going  to  tell. 

They  ain't  a-going  to  tell, 

They  ain't  a  going  to  tell, 

How  much  they  get  on  Perry's  pills 

They  ain't  a  going  to  tail. 

The  Profit  Plan  is  old  as  nan, 
And  surely  will  decay, 
They  now  expound  a  system  sound — 
They've  found  another  way. 

They've  found  another  way, 

They've  found  another  way  ; 

In  systems  old  men  looked  for  gold — 

They've  found  another  way. 

This  noble  band,  no  underhand 
Contrivances  dismay ; 
They  boldly  face  the  worldly  race 
Who  look  for  paltry  pay, 

They  never  look  for  pay, 

They  never  look  for  pay  ; 

They've  ever  stood  for  public  good, 

They  never  look  for  pay. 

Shoes  &  Co.  (Unlimited).  (149/3.) 


Thinning  the  Drug-trade. 

Sib, — Few  chemists  will  deny  that  the  drug-trade  is  over- 
crowded, both  by  its  legitimate  members  and  by  those  who, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  majority,  are  interlopers;  and, 
j  udging  by  the  large  yearly  accession  of  ne  w  men,  it  threatens 
to  become  more  so  as  time  advances.  But  when  we  come 
to  consider  the  remedy,  we  find  that  we  are  by  no  means  of 
one  mind.  One  point  will  be  readily  acceeded  by  all — viz  , 
that,  having  laboured  to  secure  the  necessary  qualification, 
the  Minor  man  is  entitled  to  a  decent  living,  and  not  a  mere 
pittance. 

I  should  like  to  outline  a  few  ideas  on  this  subject. 
First,  limited-company  pharmacy  should  be  made  illegal  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  at  the  same 
time,  obtaining  power  to  strike  off  the  register  the  name  of 
any  qualified  man  who  covers  an  unqualified  trader ;  the 
Bill  should  also  schedule  the  whole  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia (barring  simples)  for  our  exclusive  sale. 

Second,  no  man  should  be  allowed  to  conduct  more  than 
one  pharmacy.  Firms  with  several  qualified  partners  to 
have  as  many  shops  only  as  there  are  registered  members  of 
the  said  firm,  thus  doing  away  with  that  increasing  evil — 
branch  shops. 

Third,  no  more  apprentices  should  be  allowed  than  the 
death-rate  amongst  chemists  warrants,  so  as  not  to  exceed 
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the  number  already  in  the  business.  The  cruelty,  as  well  as 
selfishness,  of  chemists  taking  apprentices  just  because  of 
cheap  labour,  when  they  know  the  trade  is  so  overcrowded, 
calls  for  the  strongest  condemnation. 

Cutting  is  largely  the  result  of  overcrowding.  The  trade 
has  dallied  long  enough  to  see  much  of  its  old  prosperity 
disappear.  Wake  up,  chemists,  before  it  is  too  late  1  If 
we  band  ourselves  together,  much  can  be  accomplished. 
Anyway,  I  have  warned  the  craft,  and  if  they  fail  to 
respond  theirs  shall  be  the  fault,  and  they  must  pay  the 
penalty. 

41  Prescot  Street.  Liverpool,         Walter  A.  Grace. 
August  5. 


Liquor  Auri  et  Arsenii  Bromatus. 

Sir, — Is  there  any  evidence  or  the  least  probability  that 
arsenious  oxj bromide  dissolves  as  such  in  water?  Does  it 
not  decompose  in  the  same  manner  as  the  oxychloride?  If 
so,  would  it  not  be  a  simpler  plan  to  prepare  the  liquor  by 
dissolving  arsenious  acid  in  water  with  hydrobromic  acid, 
and  then  to  add  the  chloride  of  gold  ? 

Yours  very  truly, 

Edinburgh,  August  17.  D.  B.  Dott. 


The  Prosecutions  under  the  Dentists  Act. 

Sir, — I  am  much  surprised  t  hat  the  illogical  decision  of 
the  Cardiff  Stipendiary,  regarding  the  alleged  infringement 
of  the  Dentists  Act,  has  not  excited  more  interest  amongst 
chemists.  If  a  united  effort  to  appeal  against  the  ruling  is 
to  be  made,  and  if  you  will  kindly  (as  in  to,e  veterinary- 
chemist  case)  act  as  treasurer  to  the  fund,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  promise  two  guineas  in  support.  The  matter  is  of  con- 
siderable importance  to  numbers  in  the  trade,  so  that  I 
trust  that  no  apathy  will  allow  such  a  dangerous  precedent 
to  become  established.  Yours  truly, 

Mechanic.  (146/27.) 


Our  National  Universities. 

Sir. — Middle-class  education  lacks  that  stimulus  to  pro- 
longed practical  study  that  is  afforded  to  elementary  educa- 
tion by  the  technical  and  continuous  schools.  The  Univer- 
sities stand  alone  in  their  poser  and  capacity  to  supply 
this  want. 

To  thousands  of  British  and  colonial  youths  who,  on 
leaving  school  at  17  years  of  age,  are  too  young  to  take 
responsible  positions  in  our  large  commercial,  bankiDg,  and 
manufacturing  firms,  two  years  spent  in  the  study  of  ad- 
vanced modern  subjects,  under  the  social  advantages  of 
Oxford  or  Cambridge  University,  would  be  of  incalculable 
value. 

The  barriers  which  still  exslude  middle-class  youths  from 
"  Our  National  Universities  "  are  chiefly  — 

(1)  Extravagant  cost  of  the  University  career. 

(2)  Retention  of  ancient  Greek  as  compulsory. 

(3)  Loss  of  time  in  vacations — twenty-eighs  weeks  in 

each  year  ! 

(4)  Absence  from  the  Universities  of  a  commercial 

faculty  in  modern  classics  to  rank  with  the  theo- 
logical faculty  in  ancient  classics. 
Traversing  these  obstacles,  I  would  suggest  that — 

(1)  The  cost  of  residence  and  education  at  Oxford  or 

Cambridge  need  not  exceed  801.  a  year. 

(2)  One  or  more  modern  languages  should  be  accepted 

in  lieu  of  ancient  Greek. 

(3)  The  University  commercial  course  should  be  limited 

to  two  years  of  nine  months'  study  in  each  year, 
instead  of  three  years  with  less  than  six  months 
of  study  in  each  year, 

(4)  It  would  be  as  possible  to  found  a  faculty  of  modern 

classics  as  of  ancient  classics. 
The  endowments  of  our  National  Universities  amount  to 
the  munificent  sum  of  614, 000Z  per  annum.  The  pious 
founders  of  old  had  in  view  the  necessitous  earnest  students. 
Thousands  of  studious  youths  who  should  be  able  to  gain 
admission  to  our  National  Universities  by  merit,  have  not, 
under  present  regu'a'ions,  any  chance  of  realising  their  just 
runbition,  the  result  bsing  tha1;  w  to.  our  present  population 


of  nearly  forty  millions,  the  number  of  undergraduates  is 
less  than  when  our  population  was  but  five  millions. 

On  such  lines  as  the  foregoing,  I  believe  an  impetus  might 
be  given  to  middle-class  education  in  this  country,  which 
would  place  our  coming  generation  in  the  forefront  of 
educated  nations— a  position  which  we  once  held,  and  upon 
which  our  hold  would  never  have  been  relaxed  had  our 
National  Universities  sought  to  keep  pace  with  mcdern  needs 
and  requirements. 

At  Exeter  Hall,  November  25,  1891,  Lord  Monkswell  in 
the  chair,  a  "  Society  for  Promoting  University  Reform  "  was 
founded,  and  many  ladies  and  gentlemen  from  various  parts 
of  England  have  enrolled  their  names  as  members. 

As  there  is  no  fee  or  payment  of  any  kind  required  for 
membership  of  this  society,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  speedily 
become  fully  representative  of  British  middle  class  educa- 
tion. Cards  of  membership  will  be  forwarded  to  any  part 
of  England  by  Your  obedient  servant, 

International  College,  James  Haysman, 

Hampstead,  London.  President,  S.P.U.R.. 


Plant  Names. 

Sir, — There  is  so  much  guess-work,  it  seems  to  me,  about 
the  etymology  of  old  English  names,  that  one  maybe  allowed 
a  certain  freedom  of  choice,  and  the  amateur  may  be  excused 
for  prefeiring  an  easy  to  a  more  erudite  derivation.  I  thus 
ventured  to  pit  Salmon's  simple  explanation  of  ale-hoof  and 
tun -hoof  (supported  as  he  is  by  Professor  Boulgei)  against 
the  less  obvious  finding  of  Mr.  Mowat.  Again,  the  ground- 
ivy  is  also  known  by  the  name  of  "  gill,"  given  to  it,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Prior,  from  its  being  used  in  fermenting  beer.  But 
I  suppose  Mr.  Mowat  and  Professor  Skeat  would  also  dismiss 
this  derivation  as  a  "  fable  "  or  a  piece  of  "  false  etymology  " 
and  urge  that  "  gill "  is  nothing  but  a  girl's  name. 

However  that  may  be,  we  are  on  firmer  ground  when  the 
harebell  comes  in  question.  Notwithstanding  Mr.  Bell's 
gentle  protests,  the  moderns  are  all  against  him.  There  is  a 
remarkable  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  point.  Almost  to  a 
man,  they  have,  rightly  or  wrongly,  agreed  to  confine  the  name 
harebell  (or  hairbel)  to  the  Campanula  rotundifolia.  Among 
encyclopedias  may  be  cited  the  "  British  "  and  "  Chambers'  "  ; 
among  dictionaries  "  Webster's "  and  the  "  Imperial," 
the  latter  having  the  following :  "  The  harebell  (  Campanula- 
rotundifolia)  was  by  the  earlier  botanists  most  erroneously 
classed  among  the  hyacin'.hs."  Among  botanists  such  names 
as  Sowerby,  Bentbam,  Babingtou,  Hooker,  Cooke,  Bentley, 
Hay  ward,  and  Johns,  the  last  of  whom  remarks  that  "the 
name  hairbell  is  frequently,  though  not  correctly,  given  to 
the  wild  hyacinth.''  AmoDg  lady  writers  we  have  Mrs. 
Pratt  speaking  thus  of  Campanula  rotundifolia :  "  This 
plant,  the  harebell  of  the  poets,  is  by  modern  botanists 
restored  to  the  old  orthography  from  which  it  was  corrupted, 
and  is  now  appropriately  written  hairbell." 

On  its  fair  fragile  stalk  all  lightly  swaying, 
Trembles  the  harebell  at  each  pissing  breeze. 

Mrs.  LoucIod,  again,  quotes  the  following  lines  : — ■ 

The  harebell  bright  and  blue 
That  seeks  the  dingle  wild, 
In  whose  cerulean  hue 
Heaven's  own  blest  tint  we  view  ; 

and  observes  "  seme  have  supposed  that  the  wild  hyacinth  is 
the  harebell  of  the  poets,"  but  this  can  hardly  be,  as  the 
colour  is  by  no  means  a  cerulean  blue,  and  the  stem  of  the 
wild  hyacinth  is  much  too  thick  to  rise  again  elastic  when 
trodden  upon,  as  is  described  by  Sir  Walter  Scott — 

E'en  the  light  harebell  raised  its  head 
Elastic  from  her  airy  tread. 

Mr.  Bell  mentions  Friend  and  Folkard  as  authorities  on 
bis  side,  tut  I  do  not  read  them  so.  On  page  31  of  the 
former's  work,  there  is  a  woodcut  of  the  Campanula  rotundi- 
folia distinctly  named  "harebell,"  though  he  adds  that 
Soill a  nutans  is  also  sometimes  called  "  harebell."  Folkard, 
while  allowirg  that  the  old  pcets  knew  the  wild  hyacinth  as 
harebell,  says:  "The  nodding  bluebell  of  the  heathland, 
Campanula  rotundifolia,  is  the  harebell  of  modern  poets.  Tbe 
cn'gu  al  word  is  said  to  have  been  either  airbsll  or  hairbell." 


326 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


August  22,  1896 


As  to  Shakespeare,  his  harebell  was  very  likely  the  wild 
hyacinth,  as  it  was  Gerard's,  his  contemporary.  But  the 
Shakespeare  scholars,  such  as  Ellacombe  and  Grindon,  who 
try  to  prove  it  from  the  master's  own  words,  are  in  danger  of 
proving  too  much.  The  harebell  must  have  been  a  spring 
flower,  say  they,  because  Shakespeare  mentions  it  with  the 
primrose — 

Thou  shalt  not  lack 
The  flower  that's  like  thy  face,  pale  primrose  :  nor 
The  azured  harebell,  like  thy  veins.   .  . 

Bat  in  the  nest  line  comes  a  summer  plant — 

No,  nor 

The  leaf  of  eglantine,  whom  not  to  slander, 
Outsweetens  not  thy  breath. 

Cyniheline,  IV.  2. 

In  another  play  there  is  an  even  more  marked  mixing-up  of 
sprirg  and  summer  flowers — 

I  know  a  bank  whereon  the  wild  thyme  blows, 
Where  oxlips  and  the  nodding  violet  grows  ; 
Quite  over-canopied  with  luscious  woodbine, 
With  sweet  musk-roses  and  with  eglantine. 

Midsummer  Night's  Dream,  II.  1. 

But  we  do  not  look  to  poets  for  scientific  exactitude,  they 
have  always  been  allowed  a  certain  amount  of  latitude  ;  and 
on  these  grounds  I  would  beg  leave  to  differ  from  Mr.  Bell's 
decision  in  the  cafe  of  Coventry  Patmore,  whose  words,  he 
must  surely  admit,  much  batter  describe  the  Campanula 
rotundifolia  than  the  Hyacinthus  nonscriptus. 

Yours  truly, 

Brighton,  August  10.  C  S.  Ashtok. 


Insects  and  Drugs. 

Sib, — In  a  Dote  contributed  to  your  issue  of  July  18  by  C. 
C.  Bell,  the  writer  mentions  his  surprise  at  Professor  Sayre  not 
finding  anisi  semen  and  oarum  attacked  by  insects.  Evidently 
Mr.  Bell  has  mistaken  the  import  of  Professor  Sayre's  article. 
Professor  Sayre,  in  former  papers  on  the  subject  of  insects 
attacking  drugs,  has  mentioned  the  umbelliferous  fruits  as 
being  very  susceptible  to  the  ravages  of  insects.  It  is  but 
fair  to  Professor  Sayre  to  state  that  in  the  paper  to  which 
your  correspondent  alludes,  the  professor  mentions  only  those 
drogs  which  happened  to  make  up  his  stock  at  the  time  the 
article  was  written,  aniseed  and  caraways  forming,  perhaps, 
no  part  of  this  stock.  It  is  well  known  that  anisi  semen 
and  carum  are  very  prone  to  attacks  from  insects. 

Yours  very  truly, 

New  York,  August  3.  Thos.  J.  Keenan. 


A  Modified  Form  of  Tincture -press. 

Sie, — A  correspondent  of  yours  mentioned  a  use  to  which 
he  had  put  a  copying- press,  and  I  thought  perhaps  you  might 
be  interested  in  a  tincture-press  which  I  have  fixed  iu  my 
laboratory.    I  enclose  a  sketch  of  it. 


The  shield  is  8  inches  across  at  the  top,  widening  to 
9  inches,  and  is  12  iacbes  from  top  to  point. 

It  consists  of  two  pieces  of  hard  wood  (mine  in  mahogany) 
faced  with  copper,  which  is  hammered  over  the  tides  and 
fixed  there  with  nails.  The  back  piece  is  1  incti  thick,  and 
the  front  slidirjg-piece  2  inches  Both  are  bev.Uei  at  the 
points  to  present  ihe  liquid  mnning  back. 


The  side- irons  are  1  iach  square,  and  the  cross-piece  bearing 
the  screw  is  much  heavier  and  stronger,  as  there  is  a  great 
strain  on  it,  as  there  is  also  on  the  nuts  which  fix  it  to  the 
side-irons. 

For  small  quantities  of  marc  it  is  absolutely  the  best 
form  of  press  that  I  have  ever  used.  The  marc  can  be 
pressed  to  dryness  to  a  much  greater  extent,  and  in  less 
time  than  in  the  more  modern  cylindrical  pattern.  I  say 
modern  as  the  preEs  I  am  describing  was  fixed  in  its  present 
position — I  believe  many  years  ago — by  my  predecessor  (Mr. 
T.  B.  Groves),  if  not,  in  fact,  by  his  father. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Weymouth,  August  8.  John  R.  Eyles. 


A  Chemist's  Holiday  Thoughts  on  Warks  Burn. 

Beside  the  bonny  Warks  Burn, 

So  full  of  beauties  rare, 
By  rocky  braes  and  meadows, 

I  love  to  wander  there, 
To  gather  flowers  so  common, 

So  beautiful,  so  fair, 
And  watch  the  sportive  fishes 

Leap  high  into  the  air. 
The  voices  of  the  water, 

Upon  its  sloping  bed, 
Speak  gently  as  I  lister) 

And  wonder  wbat  is  said. 
Anon  it  rushes  noisily. 

Where  scattered  rocks  abound, 
Or  lies  in  sunny  silence, 

Where  quiet  pools  are  found, 
Reflecting  flowers  and  foliage 

And  skies,  beneath  the  ground. 
While  looking  on  thy  p'acid  iace, 

Or  listening  to  thy  song, 
One  scarce  can  think  that  warlike  times 

Made  "  Wark  "  to  strife  belong. 
Now  " Battle  steads"  has  peaceful  fields 

All  clad  with  fragrant  hay, 
Where  Charlton's  daily  effort  yields 

Naught  'kin  to  battle's  tray. 
And  glad  I  am  that  war  should  cease, 

And  honest  work  prevail ; 
That  good  new  times  have  brought  us  peace 

In  Tyne3ide's  lovely  dale. 

B.  S.  P. 


How  to  TTse  the  Diary. 

Sib  — We  use  the  The  Chemists'  and  Dbuggists'  Diaby 
in  perhaps  a  way  that  you  have  never  heard  of  before,  but 
one  that  we  find  very  useful  sometimes — very.  We  require 
our  assistant,  at  the  close  of  each  day,  to  write  in  his 
opinions  of  the  day's  business  anything  special  that  has 
happened  just  in  his  own  style,  not  necessarily  for  our  in- 
spection ;  but  we  expect  him  to  be  able  to  tell  us,  from  his 
Diary,  the  exact  date  of  any  particular  business  event, 
should  the  necessity  occur  of  bringing  up  such  a  reference 
for  present  use.  Yours  truly, 

5  Church  Square,  High  Wycombe,  Butleb  Bros. 

August  11. 


The  C.  D.  on  the  Zambesi. 
Sir, — You  ask  as  to  state  of  trade  in  this  part  of  Africa. 
A  few  stores  in  Blantyre  keep  a  stock  of  drugs,  but  so  far 
there  is  no  qualified  pharmacist  in  our  midst.  The  Europeans 
rely  on  the  medical  man  to  provide  them  with  all  that  is 
necessary. 

A  lot  of  strophanthus-seed  has  been  exported  from  this 
district  for  two  years  past ;  but  this  year  it  seems  to  be  a 
drug  on  the  market  and  of  little  value.  Exporters  and 
others  are  therefore  turning  their  attention  to  a  more  stable 
article  of  commerce — viz.,  coffee.  The  export  of  tbis 
commodity  in  the  current  year  will,  it  is  expected,  be  fully 
double  that  of  1895 

Many  of  the  crude  drugs  used  in  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions could  be  grown  in  the  Shire  Highlands  to  advantage, 
and  I  expect  to  see  a  start  made  ia  this  direction  at  no 
distant  date.    Planters  at  present  are  only  feeling  their  way, 
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and  suggestions  to  this  end  will  be  always  received  with 
pleasure. 

We  find  The  Chemist  and  Drucgist  very  useful  as  a 
guide  to  advertisers,  with  some  of  whom  we  have  had 
transactions.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Alex.  Hamilton. 
"Zambesi  Industrial  Miss-ion,"  Mitridi  Station, 
Blantyre,  British  Central  Africa,  June  26. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Mr  G.  Padley  (Bournemouth)  sends  us  a  notion  for  keep- 
ing dispensing-labels,  envelopes,  &c.  He  takes  the  lid  of  a 
three- dozen  Pears'  soap  bos,  bores  holes  through  it  at  suit- 
able intervals,  and  through  these  passes  elastics  (obtained 
from  a  toilet  lanoline  card)  and  ties  these  firmly.  The 
labels,  &o  ,  are  then  passed  under  the  elastics.  We  should 
not  have  supposed  that  the  arrangement  was  so  good  as 
keeping  the  labels  in  a  drawer. 


145/46.  Subscriber  (Spalding-)  — Tbe  prescriber  probably 
means  what  he  has  written.  Ferri  persulphas  is  an  article 
of  commerce,  and  a  solution  of  it  is  frequently  prescribed  in 
the  United  States. 


143/2.  H.  P  8 — Salol  i*  soluble  in  paroleine  abaut  1  in 
20.  Your  sample  of  salol  is  mainly  salicylic  acid,  which 
will  account  for  you  not  being  able  to  get  it  into  solution. 


147/24  II  R  Lowther. — The  geilin  for'spray-solubion  is 
doubtless  a  heavy  petroleum  oil.  We  have  |inserted  a  query 
re  solution. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco -legal  matters  is  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  lyuos  of  the  United  Kingdom"  Aloe's  "  Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty."  and  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary. 


147/51.  Cymro. — It  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  say  off- 
hand whether  a  label  for  "little  liver-pills"  infringes  anyone's 
rights.  You  will  find  all  we  can  say  on  the  subject  in  an 
article  published  on  March  21  last. 


148/18.  Buchu. — We  do  not  see  what  is  the  use  of  the 
Unregistered  Dental  Practitioners'  Association  unless  it 
attempts  to  contest  some  of  the  cases  brought  under  the 
Dentists  Act.  Membership  confers  no  legal  advantage.  We 
do  not  know  the  terms  oE  membership.  Yon  had  better 
write  for  particulars  to  the  Secretary,  6  King  Street, 
Oldham. 


148/55  C.  D. — Your  rival  could  probably  get  an  in- 
junction against  your  use  of  a  label  which  was  copied  from 
his.  He  could  only  prevent  other  people  using  the  unregis- 
trable title  of  his  article  if  he  could  convince  a  Court  that 
by  such  use  customers  were  likely  to  b3  decsived  into  the 
idea  that  they  were  buying  his. 


149/5.  Cherry. — You  will  not  be  able  to  enforce  your 
agreement  unless  you  bave  it  stamped.  Take  it  to  SDmerset 
House.  We  think  a  sixpenny  stamp  will  be  all  that  is 
necessary. 


149/11.  Amicus. —  The  Courts  hold  that  if  you  sell  a 
preparation  wherein  morphia  is  an  ingredient  you  sell 
morphia.  The  same  reasoning  applies  to  other  scheduled 
poisons. 


150/30.  Student. — We  do  not  find  yellow  prussiate  of 
potash  on  the  schedule  of  poisons.  The  school  is  correct  in 
desciibing  it  as  not  a  poison. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


N./S. — All  queries  should  be  accompanied  by  the  business  card  of  a  subscriber, 
or  the  address  label  from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  wrapper.  We 
destroy  anonymous  letters.  We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind  here 
dealt  with  by  post.  We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 
separate  sheets  of  paper. 

No  Samples  will  be  analysed  and  reported  upon  unless  the  sender  labels  the 
sample  with  his  name  and  the  name  of  the  article,  and  informs  us  {not 
necessarily  for  publication)  by  whom  the  article  is  made,  for  what  pur- 
pose and  how  it  is  used,  and  any  further  particulars  of  interest.  We  do 
not  undertake  analyses  which  are  of  interest  solely  to  senders  of  samples. 

Back  numbers  containing  formulre,  educational  or  other  specific  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 


126/71.  Tinte—  The  best  Writing-ink  for  the  Arctic 
Regions  is  a  copying  ink  pencil.  The  following  formula  is 
reputed  to  give  an  ink  which  is  "  guaranteed  not  to  freeze," 
but  we  are  sceptical  on  that  point : — 

Oz. 

Tincture  of  peroMoride  of  iron        . .       . .     1 J 

Extract  of  logwood       ..       ..       ..       ..  1 

Powdered  galla    . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1 

Distilled  water  10 

Macerate  for  three  days  and  filter. 

This  ink  requires  to  be  written  with  quickly  to  prevent 
running  over  the  paper.  The  addition  of  a  small  quantity 
of  mynh  trnds  to  pievent  this. 

140/60.    Senega  Nutrient  Suppositories  are  made  with 

beef  peptones — 30  gr.  with  about  2  scruples  of  cocoa-butter 
to  make  a  60-gr.  suppository.  Peptarnis  or  Savory  Sz 
Moore's  beef  peptone  may  be  used.  Milk  suppositories. — 
Horlick's  malted  milk  30  gr.  and  cocoa-butter  40  gr.  for  one 
suppository. 


137/28.  W.— Cattle  spice. — The  samples  sent  seem  to 
contain  as  nearly  as  possible  the  following  : — No.  1.  Finely 
sifted  linseed  and  fine  oatmeal  in  about  equal  proportions, 
and  slightly  sweetened  with  sugar.  No.  2.  This  will  be 
represented  by  Indian  meal,  10  parts  ;  linseed  meal,  10  parts ; 
sulphur,  5  parts  ;  salt,  J  pait. 


137/16.  W.  G.— Write  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Roya 
College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Red  Lion  Square,  London, 
for  information  as  to  what  certificates  are  accepted  by  them, 
as  at  present  some  changes  are  taking  place,  and  the  Council 
are  yet  undecided  as  to  what  certificates  they  will  accept. 
Four  drachms  of  tartar  emetic  is  not  too  much  for  a  cow. 


143/1.  T.  J.  A.— "Waterproofing  Cloth  You  will  re- 
quire saturated  solutions  of  both  alum  and  acetate  of  lead. 
Refer  to  C.  2f  D ,  May  9,  1896,  page  679. 


139/41.  Henry  —  (1)  Nursery  Hair-oil — A.  proportion 
of  heavy  petroleum  oil — say,  one-third — would,  we  think, 
prevent  thickening  of  your  nursery  hair-oil  prepared  with 
stavesacre  and  olive  oil.  (2)  Direct  hiera  picra  to  be  made 
into  small  pills  with  a  little  honey  or  treacle,  of  which  one 
or  two  are  to  be  taken  nightly,  according  to  the  action 
required. 


139/42.  Mizpah. — (1)  A  cooper,  by  tightening  the  staves 
of  the  casks,  might  prevent  the  leaking  of  the  thin  varnish. 
(2)  The  references  should  have  been  to  the  Summer  Number, 
p3ges  147  and  166. 


141/56.  Swat. — We  should  say  that  a  maiket  town  of 
10,000  people  could  support  four  or  five  chemists,  but  it 
depends  a  good  deal  cn  the  neighbourhood  and  class  of 
people. 
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141/32.  Chemicus. — You  can  recover  metallic  gold  from 
yotir  solution  by  one  of  the  following  ways :—  (1)  Ferrous 
sulphate  to  cold  solution  ;  (2)  oxalic  acid  to  warm  solution ; 
(3)  stannous  chloride ;  (4)  sulphuretted  hydrogen  to  boiling 
solution. 


139/19.  C.  T.  ^.—Powder  for  Improving  and  Giving 
a,  Gloss  to  Dogs'  Coats  consists  of — 

P.  boracis  Siss. 

P.  camphors  3j. 

M. 

To  use,  dissolve  in  2  pints  of  boiling  water,  and  when  cold 
apply  to  dog's  coat  by  means  of  a  soft  brush,  and  rub  dry 
with  a  cloth.    When  quite  dry  groom  with  a  dry  brush. 


138/62.  Bicycle. — (1)  The  bright  parts  "of  a  bicycle  are 
nickel  plated;  if  worn  off,  the  cost  of  replacing  is  small, 
(2)  "  Dog3  and  their  Diseases,"  Is.  (Upcott  Gill). 


139/18  Nemo. — (1)  The  most  you  can  do  is  to  add  some 
strong  perfume  to  hide  the  smell  of  paraffin  oil.  (2)  For  a 
Cheap  Essence  of  Violets,  start  with  a  tincture  of  orris 
(4  oz.  to  Oj  S.V  R  ),  add  a  little  extract  of  cassia  and  rose, 
and  a  trace  of  oil  of  almonds.  The  colour  is  managed  by 
adding  a  few  blades  of  grass. 


30/96.    M.  A'.— Sticky  Fly-papers  : — 

Oz. 

Gum  thus  

Linseed  oil  8 

Honey  1 

Heat  all  together  for  some  time. 

This  form  appeared  in  Diary,  1894.  See,  however,  the  note 
in  this  year's  Diaby. 


150/21.  Ignoramus  — The  Pink  Powder  used  in  mani- 
cure for  polishing  the  nails  is  patty-powder  coloured  with 
carmine.  We  have  seen  a  mixture  of  French  chalk  and 
puttv-powder  used,  and  understand  that  a  fine  siliceous 
earth  is  also  given. 


127/9.  Lindum. — Walnut  Hair  dye  (from  walnuts). — See 
page  521,  September  30,  1893.  We  have  no  doubt  many 
so-called  walnut-dyes  are  in  the  market  made  with  pyrogallic 
acid  and  similar  substances :  we  have  published  numerous 
formula  quite  recently.  Piesse's  work  is  as  good  as  any. 
Treating  especially  upon  the  hair,  Robinson  on  "  Baldness 
and  Greyness"  (Hirschfeld,  2s  6d)  i3  a  useful  l'ttle  work. 
A  careful  eye  kept  upon  the  C.  4"  D.  both  past  and  in  the 
future  will  keep  you  up  to  date  on  all  these  matters. 


128/54.    Tomato. — Tomato  Sauce  :  — 


Tomatoes    \  peck 

Horseradish   . .       . .  2  roots 

Salt    4  oz. 

Powdered  mustard   2  „ 

Black  pepper  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  \  „ 

Cloves..    1  dr. 

Mace   1  „ 

Cinnamon      ..    . .  1  „ 

Brown  sugar   4  oz. 

Vinegar    1  quart 


Mix,  and  stand  for  one  week  in  a  warm  place  before  bottling. 

See  also  page  351,  August  27, 1892. 


125/11.  N.  A.  P. — Sarsaparilla  Syrup  for  Filling 
Syphons. — Take  equal  parts  each  of  golden  syrup  and 
simple  syrup  (made  by  dissolving  2  lbs.  Demerara  sugar  in 
1  pint  of  water).  To  every  gallon  of  mixed  syrups  add 
10  oz.  compound  concentrated  decoction  of  sarsaparilla  and 
about  30  drops  each  of  oils  of  wintergreen  and  sassafras. 
Use  1  oz.  of  finished  sjrup  to  each  syphon.  Sarsaparilla 
Beer. — This  also  makes  a  very  nice  root  or  herb  beer  : 


Hops,  burdock,  yellow  dock,  sarsaparilla,  dandelion  roots, 
of  each,  \  oz.  Boil  for^half  an  hour  in  1  gallon  of  water,  add 
a  few  drops  of  oil  of  sassafras,  wintergreen,  or  spruce ;  allow 
to  cool,  add  three  spoonfuls  of  yeast  and  1  pint  of  treacle  or 
golden  syrup ;  allow  to  work  about  two  hours,  then  bottle 
and  eet  aside  for  some  time. 


122/3.    Anxious — Indian  Brandy: — 


Oz. 

Spirit  of  nitre   4 

Tincture  of  rhubaib   4 

Simple  syrup   1 

Mix. 


119/60.    Solanacece. —  Perfume  for  Tobacco  : — 

Valerian-root    J  cz. 

Cascarilla-bark      ..       ..       ..       ..  1  ,, 

Tonka-beau  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1  „ 

Orris-root     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  \  „ 

Essence  of  vanilla   J  ,. 

Proof  spirit   1  pint 


Macerate  for  one  week,  and  titer. 

This  will  give  very  neaily  the[same  as  simple. 


125/18.  Maor 'dander. — -The  Peculiarity  in  your  Com- 
pound Liquorice-powder,  of  hanging  in  threads  strongly 
adhesive,  exhibiting  properties  similar  to  magnetised  filings, 
we  have  not  heard  of  before.  Were  the  various  powders 
recent,  and  thoroughly  dry;  or  had  they  been  in  stock,  and 
possibly  at  one  time  become  damp  ?  We  should  fancy  that 
the  sugar  or  the  liquorice  is  at  the  bottom  of  it  Have  any 
of  our  readers  noted  this  in  making  batches?  The  pre- 
sence of  minute  filamentous  fungi  in  any  of  the  powders 
might  account  for  it. 


130/42.  R.  W.  B. — Lemonade  powder  is  the  usual 
mixture  of  tartaric  acid  and  sugar,  flavoured  with  essence 
of  lemon  For  approximate  formula  see  page  93,  July  18, 
1896.    Wind- pills. — A  very  suitable  pill  may  be  obtained 


by  using — 

Pil.  aloes  et  asafcetidse       . .       . .       . .  gr.  iij. 

Pulv.  capsici  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  gr.  s?. 

01.  anthsmidis    in_ss. 

M.   Ft.  pil. 

One  twice  or  three  times  a  day  an  hour  before  meals. 


253/14.    Americus  Sauce:  — 

Best  vinegar    cong.  J. 

Indian  soy  . .       . .  . .       . .       . .       . .  Oj. 

Treacle      . .       . .    j. 

Mushroom  ketchup    Oiss. 

Common  salt       ..    ..  Jiv. 

Powdered  caps'cum  ..       ..       ..       . .  5j. 

Powdered  pimento    3j. 

Powdered  coriander    Jss. 

Powdered  cloves  . .    Jss. 

Powdered  mace     . .  . .       . .       . .       . .  3ij. 

Powdered  cinnamon    . .  3ij. 

Tincture  of  asafoetida   Sss. 


Heat  the  sp'ces  in  the  vinegar  to  boiling-point.  When  cold,  strain  and 
add  the  other  ingredients.  Tbe  colour  may  be  heightened  with  burnt 
sugar,  and  if  desired  thicker  add  some  pulped  apple. 


134/13.  E.  M. — To  Emulsify  Carnauba  "Wax  for  furnl 
ture-cream,  use  resin-soap  and  liquor  potassse. 


96/3.  R.  A.  W. — The  best  books  upon  perfumery  are 
AskiDson's  "Perfumes  and  their  Preparation"  (12s.  6d.~), 
and  Piesse's  "  Art  of  Perfumery  "  (10s.  6d  ).  You  will  find 
from  time  to  time  the  latest  wrinkles  in  the  C.  $  D.  The 
Diaby  for  1895  contains  a  special  treatise  on  this  subject. 
(2)  Chrysoidin  and  Bismarck  brown  are  the  best  anilirie  dyes 
to  add  to  furniture-creim  as  a  Colouring  for  Brown 
Boots. 
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29/34.    Sarsaparilla.  —  A  similar  preparation  to  your 

sample  of  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla  may  be 
made  by  using — 

Dec.  aarsaa  co.  conct.      ..       ..  ..       . .  Oj. 

Inf.  sennas  conct                     ..  ..       ..  Jiv. 

M. 


139/41.  Henry. — Dressing  for  Sheep's  Heads,  efficient 
for  keeping  away  flies  : — 

01.  animalis    5j. 

01.  picis  com.       ..       ..  ..       . .  3  v. 

Sapon.  mollis        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Jiv. 

Aq.  ad    Jxiiv. 

It 

Foot-rot  Liquid  : — 

Liq.  antim.  chlor.       ..       ..  ... 

Glycerini   I  Part,  sequal. 

Aq  ] 

M. 


127/34.    Chemicus. — Effervescing  Sulphur-saline  :  — 


Part3 

Sodie  bicarb.    4 

P.  acid,  tart   3 

P.  potass,  bitart   3 

Sulph.  sublim   1 

P.  sacoh.  alb     8 

M.  secund.  ait. 


Dose :  Two  teaspoonfuls  in  water  night  and  morning". 
127/42.    Tonic  Digestive. — Yoar  sample  may  b3  imitated 


by  this  Tonic  Digestive  : — 

Ac.  nitro-hydroehlor.dil.    3j. 

Tr.  card.  co.    3iss. 

Glycerini  ..         ..       ..       .,       ..       . .  3j. 

Inf.  quassias  ad   5viij. 

M. 

Dose  :  A  tablespoonfnl  three  times  a  day. 


A  more  efficient  mixture  would  certainly  be  obtained  by 
using  glycer.  pepsin,  in  place  of  the  simple  glycerine. 
Tincture  of  litmus  may  be  used  to  colour  acid  mixtures.  It 
makes  a  nice  and  stable  colour. 


141/66.  Elephant. — Dry  Shampoo.— You  will  obtain  a 
substance  very  similar  to  your  preparation  by  using — 

Carbonate  of  ammonia    . .       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Bay  rum  Jiss. 

Tincture  of  quillaia       ..       ..       ..  Oj. 

Essence  of  heliotrope   3j. 

Mix. 

Tincture  of  quillaia  for  tbis  purpose  to  be  made  bymacsrating 
1  oz.  of  powdered  quillaia-bark  in  equal  parts  of  proof  spirit 
and  water. 


139/3S.  Myrrh  — To  Beduca  Fatness  in  a  Lady,  aged 
50,  tall  and  healthy,  but  weighing  15  stone. — At  that  age, 
the  weight  for  a  tall  lady  is  not  inconsistent  with  good 
health  nor  comfort,  unless  the  stoutness  has  come  on  sud- 
denly. Reduction  of  weight  is  more  a  question  of  diet  than 
of  medicine.  Plenty  of  outdoor  exercise,  walking  and 
garden-work,  cold  sponging  or  bathing,  avoidance  of  malt 
liquors,  cocoa,  and  starchy  foods.  Light  wines  and  green 
vegetables  to  be  used  instead.  The  usual  advertised  remedies 
contain  bladder-wrajk  (Fucus  vesiculosus),  citric  acid,  and 
even  acetic  acid  Iodide  of  potassium,  in  small  doses, 
has  also  been  recommended,  as  well  as  drinking  large 
quantities  of  warm  water;  but  all  these  have  to  be  con- 
tinued for  a  long  time,  special  instructions  as  to  dieting,  &c, 
being  given  in  each  case. 


135/15.  J.  R.—U  we  knew  the  formula  f  jr  your  toilet- 
cream  we  migh^  be  able  to  advise  you  as  ts  means  of  pre- 
venting the  formation  of  the  benzine  odour. 
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116/67.  Coin  (South  Australia).— If  your  Old  Half- 
crowns  of  George  III.  and  IV.  and  William  IV.  are  in  what 
numismatists  call  "Mint"  state  of  preservation,  they  may 
be  worth  a  little  over  face-valne,  but  in  any  case  not  suffi- 
cient, we  should  think,  to  warrant  you  in  sending  them  to 
England  for  sale.  The  same  applies  to  the  shillings  and 
sixpences.  The  Eist  Indian  coin  you  describe  is,  no  doubt, 
a  half-rupee.  It  is  not  worth  a  premium.  Thanks  for  your 
hints  on  gold-shares.  We  may  bring  out  a  book  such  as  you 
suggest  shortly. 


131/65.  C.  P. — To  Hemove  Marking-ink  Stains  from 
cambric  handkerchiefs,  after  finding  that  iodine  and  hypo- 
sulphites or  cyanide  of  potash  are  of  no  use. — Try  a  saturated 
solution  of  iodine  in  a  saturated  solution  of  cyanide  ;  after- 
wards rinse  well.  If  a  silver  ink  this  will  remove  it.  Should 
this  fail  then  try  for  some  time  the  alternate  application  of 
spirit  of  ether  and  strongest  commercial  solution  of  peroxide 
of  hydrogen,  or  else  a  saturated  solution  of  chloride  of  lime 
acidulated  with  oxalic  acid.  We  have  besn  able  to  remove 
one  aniline  ink  by  soakiDg  in  S.V.M. 


122/74.  W.  P.  L.— Petrifying  fluid.— Solution  of  sili- 
cate of  potash ;  if  required  in  large  quantities,  apply  to 
any  of  the  large  detergent  (self- washing)  soap  makers  such 
as  William  Gossage  &  Sons  (Limited),  who  adver  ise  as 
makers  of  silicates,  Widnes,  Lanes,  and  Blackstock  Street, 
Liverpool ;  Lever  Brothers  ;  or  Joseph  Crossfield&  Sons.  J. 
F.  Macfarlan  &  Co.,  Edinburgh,  are  also  makers.  In  smaller 
quantities  any  wholesale  house,  on  explaining  the  purpose, 
will  supply  you  with  solutions  of  a  suitable  strength.  To 
obtain  the  best  results  in  a  climate  sach  as  ours,  it  is 
advisable,  after  applying  the  solution  and  allowing  it  to  dry, 
to  brush  over  with  a  weak  solution  of  chloride  of  calcium. 


131/64.  J.  S. — White  Embrocation. — To  overcome  the 
difficulty  you  have  experienced  with  formula  63/13,  page  645, 
May  2,  1896,  in  place  of  the  lard  use  an  equal  quantity  of 
nut  (arachis)  oil,  and  modify  the  directions  given  as 
follows : — Dissolve  the  camphor  in  the  turpentine,  add  the 
oils,  dissolve  the  soap  in  this  with  gentle  he  it;  dilute  the 
ammonia  with  5  oz.  of  water,  add  this  gradually  so  as  to 
form  an  emulsion;  then,  using  only  5  oz.  of  spirit  (the 
5  oz.  of  water  taking  the  place  of  half  the  spirit),  add  the 
liniment  of  aconite  gradually,  afterwards  aiding  3  oz.  or 
5  oz.  more  water,  according  to  strength  required.  This  will 
give  you  an  equally  efficacious  and  more  stable  embrocation. 


129/50.  E  W  (N.8  W.).- Lotion  for  Freckles,  &c  —This 
appeared  in  1836     We  publish  it  again.    It  is  a  very  useful 


application : — 

Zinci  sulpho  carbolat.    3i- 

Glycerini    iij. 

S.V.R   3j. 

Aq.  aurant.  fl or.    Siss. 

Aq.  ros.  ad    5  viij. 

M. 

Apply  morning  and  evening,  a'so  at  any  other  time  after  exposure. 


131/40     Inquisitive. — Blue  black  Ink  : — 

Tannic  ecid   3\  rz. 

Gallic  acid       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1  oz. 

Commercial  sulphate  of  iron         . .       . .  S  oz. 

Indigo  carmine  or  indigo  paste     ..       ..  4  cz. 

Gum  arabic     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  2  oz. 

Oil  of  cloves  or  creosote       . .       . .       . .  1  dr. 

Water  to    1  gallon. 


Dissolve  the  acids  and  iron  in  separate  portions  of  the  water,  mix  and 
strain  ;  make  a  mucilage  with  the  gum,  ad  1  this,  the  indigo  and  oil  last 
with  water  sufficient  to  make  1  gallon.  Stand  at  least  for  a  month  before 
decanting. 

See  also  page  550,  April  21,  1891. 


148/38.  Interested. — You  w'll  find  the  information  in  our 
Educational  Number,  to  be  published  on  September  5. 
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143/36.    Aquarium  — Aquarium- cement : — 


Plaster  of  Paris  i  lb. 

Litharge  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  ..Jib. 

Fine  sand    Jib. 

Powdered  resin  ..       ..       ..       --       ..  lb. 


Boiled  linseed  oil,  a  sufficiency  to  form  a  stiff  paste. 
Let  stand  four  hours  before  using. 


139/53  H.  31.  It. — Asthma-cigarettes. — The  process  is, 
briefly,  steep  cartridge-paper  in  a  solution  of  4  oz.  of  nitre  to 
1  pint  of  water,  to  which  has  been  added  ^  oz.  simple  tinc- 
ture of  benzoin,  and  dry.  This  prepared  paper  is  then 
made  into  cigarette-tubes,  which  are  usually  covered  with 
cigarette-paper,  and  the  tubes  filled  with  a  mixture  such  as 


the  following : — 

Lobelia-leaves    . .       . .    2  oz. 

Coltsfoot-leaves   4  oz. 

Stramonium-leaves   4  oz. 

Black  tea..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  oz. 

Oil  of  anise   y  ir|v. 


144/15.  Geo.  Johnson. — We  have  never  known  Glyco- 
gelatine  P.B.  to  become  mouldy.  The  addition  of  5  gr. 
of  boric  acid  to  the  ounce  would  probably  be  found  sufficient 
to  prevent  trouble  from  mould,  and  in  that  small  quantity 
the  acid  would  have  no  medicinal  effect. 


143/50.  C.  $;  S — A.  plague  of  earwigs  infesting  all  the 
rooms  of  a  house  can  be  got  rid  of  by  a  thorough  fumu- 
gation  with  sulphur.  If  you  can  get  at  their  nest  petroleum 
will  probably  destroy  them.  See  also  the  note  in  our  issue  of 
July  11,  page  62. 


147/11.  Zeno. — We  do  not  remember  jour  previous  query, 
but  if,  as  you  say,  it  was  anonymous,  it  would  be  destroyed. 
To  remove  tannin  and  starch  from  the  solution  of  block- 
liquorice  juice,  a  good  plan  would  be  to  add  a  handful  of 
isinglass  finings  to  about  10  gallons  of  the  juice,  mix  well, 
and  set  aside  for  a  few  days,  when  the  finings  will  clarify 
the  solution  and  remove  the  tannin  and  most  of  the  starch. 
Make  the  fininga  by  macerating  isinglass  in  water  until  soft 
and  passing  through  a  coarse  sieve. 


143/45.    Stanley  Ginger  wine  Powder. — Try  this  : — 


Ess.  zingib.  sol.  . .       ..    oz. 

Ess.  aurant.  sol. ..       ..   &  oz. 

Mix  with  - 

Pulv.  sacch.  alb.. .       ..  ..       ..       ..4  lbs. 

Pulv.  ac.  tart.    . .       . .  . .       . .       . .     4  oz. 

Pulv.  ext.  glycyrr.  9icc.  ..       ..       ..  oz. 


and  dry.  A  tablespoonful  to  be  dissolved  in  half  a  pint  of  water  for 
"  non-alcoholic  ginger- wine." 


183/20  Delta. — It  was  cot  intended  to  use  any  turpentine 
in  the  brown-boot  polish,  page  269,  C.  Jj-  D.,  August  8.  It  is 
found  that  a  fish-oil  is  preferable  to  linseed  oil,  as  it  tends 
to  soften  the  leather. 


145/68.  J.  Sbdkinson. —  Wanklyn's  *'  Milk-  Analysis  " 
(Iriibner  &  Co  ,  5s.)  will  suit  your  purpose. 


147/28  Flies. — Fly-gum  containing  Burgundy  pitch. — 
In  the  formula  for  sticky  fly-papers,  The  Chemists'  and 
Deuggists'  Diaey,  page  229,  use  Burgundy  pitch  instead  of 
gum  thus  there  ordered. 


147/36.  Phoenix. — Canear-eure. — Your  saoaple  appears 
to  be  creosote.  If  you  will  IeS  us  know  how  used  or  taken, 
we  may  examine  further. 


128/49.  Seasick  —  The  American  Kemedy  for  Seasick- 
ness seems  to  be  a  mixture  similar  to,  if  net  identical  with, 
"  chlorobrom,"  a  well  known  specific  for  this  complaint. 


146/42.  Syrvpus  — Digestive  Syiup. — Your  sample  has 
a  similar  composition  to  this : — 


Ext.  tarax.  liq.  ..       .  •  ..  3iv. 

Tinct.  capsici     ..       ..  ..  ..  ..  Htxx. 

01.  sassafras       . .       . .  . .  . .  . .  tr(x. 

Dec.  aloes  co.  cone.  (1-4)  ad  ..  ..  ..  §  viij. 


Dose  :  Ten  to  fifteen  drops  instantly  after  each  meal. 

Could  be  cheapened  somewhat  by  using  part  of  the  dec. 
aloes  cone,  sine  croco. 


140/55.    Syphon. — (1)  Lemonade  Syrup  for  syphons  : — 


Acid,  citric.   5j. 

01.  limonis        ..  3j. 

Ess.  limon.  solub.        ..       ..       ..  ..3]. 

Saoch.  alb.        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    31  lbs. 

Aq.  ad  Oiij. 


Dissolve  the  sugar  and  citric  acid  in  30  oz.  of  water ;  mix  the  oil  and  sol. 
efs.  lemon  with  2  oz.  of  water,  and  filter  bright  through  kaolin,  and  add  to 
the  syrup  when  it  has  cooled. 

(2)  Ginger-ale  Syrup. — As  above,  using  instead  of  the  oil 
and  sol.  ess.  of  lemon,  ess.  vanilla  rnxxx.,  sol.  ess.  ginger  §tj. 


130/73.  R.  H — Tests  to  Distinguish.  Genuine  Amber 
from  Artificial  — The  genuine  is  sp.  gr.  1065  to  1  070  ; 
brittle :  fracture  conchoidal.  Artificial  is  resinous,  and 
when  rubbed  upon  dry  hand  or  dry  silk  cloth  will  readily 
attract  hair  (free  from  grease)  off  sheet  of  note-paper. 


131/29.  Graph — Original  formulas  for  Hectograph  Pads 
and  Inns.— See  page  33,  July  4,  1896.  To  Avoid  Separa- 
tion of  Spirit  in  Mountant  No.  1,  Diary,  1896.— Modify 
the  formula  by  using  1  oz.  of  spirit  and  §  dr.  of  carbolic  acid. 
Use  warm. 


137/11.    Chevaux. — Dry  Shampoo  powder : — 


Carbonate  of  ammonia  . .       . .       ..       ..  3ss. 

Camphor  . .       . .    gr.  x, 

Powdered  quillaia-bark         ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Powdered  borax   3ss. 


Mix.    Aid  any  suitable  perfume,  ol.  rosamarini  preferably. 

"  Direct,  |  pint  of  boiling  water  to  be  added  to  the  powder 
when  required  for  use." 


149/38  Solazzi.  —  "  Scientific  Mysteries"  published  at 
this  office,  price  Is  ,  would  help  you  in  preparing  a  popular 
lecture  on  chemistry. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


For  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  tri if  notes  on 
praUical  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good\in  practice  or  which 
have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any  pharma- 
ceutical or  trade  matter. 


Vaccination  of  Dogs  — Mr.  Burt  (Worthing)  writes  : 
"  Let  '  Ajax  '  ask  some  surgeon  friend  to  give  him  a  point 
of  human  lymph.  Inoculate  on  the  inner  side  of  the  lobe  of 
the  ear.    Internally  give  poudre  kusique." 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  tt  the 
following : — 

147/24.  "  Worden's  nasaVspray  solution  with  geolin": 
where  obtainable  ? 

133/7.    Makers  of  Giiflith's  leather-preserva'i  e. 

149/29.    Makers  of  a  manure  calkd  "  Jddo." 

151/38.  Makers  of  printad  linea  bag*  as  rsed  for  dog- 
biscuits,  &c. 


